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ELD Lertens 


EXPENSIVE FRUIT- 
PICKING EMPLOYEE 


City employee Nancy Wong has 
the wrong job: According to the “Pick 
a Winner” story [Joe Eskenazi, News, 
12/10], Wong collects 2,000-plus 


Photo of the week from 
SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 





“Ifa quick fix and a fun night out are the things that matter most to a person, 
then I'd agree, San Francisco is great for that.” 


CHRIS N. COMMENTING ON “SURVEYS SAY: SAN FRANCISCO AMONG BEST U.S. CITIES FOR SINGLES" 








pounds of fruit per year from home- 
owners’ backyards. The average city 
employee costs $100,000/yr (salary, 
benefits, pension, city car, etc.). So 
Wong is picking fruit for $50 per 
pound! And yet the city can’t find the 
money to prune the city-owned street 
trees (that they planted!) and instead 
wants to charge homeowners for main- 
taining public property? I see an obvi- 
ous solution. Why can’t “The City That 
Knows How’ figure this out? 
Folderpeter 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


To date cool people a person needs 
to know cool people: A huge surplus 
of entitled douche-bros and vapid Bar- 
bie dolls doesn’t equate to a great sin- 
gles scene [“Surveys Say: San Francisco 


S.F. is a great place to hook up, 
but not for long-term dating:1 don’t 
know about those survey findings. 
While there are a lot of places to go and 
people to meet, there is also an absurd 
amount of competition. That, and most 
of the people I’ve met in the city were 
just looking for a quick hook-up, and 
while most probably think that’s great, 
it’s not what I personally (and a decent 
amount of others I know) are looking 
for. Then again, I guess it really comes 
down to what someone wants. If a quick 
fix anda fun night out are the things 
that matter most toa person, then I'd 
agree, San Francisco is great for that. 


Chris N. 


tended environment: Part of the 


ing lifespan, as well as picking up on 
some of the excitement of the artist 
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The sheriff's deputy better lose 
his job: The offending officer should 
get jail time, lose his job, his pension 
and his benefits and be permanently 
barred from future employment in law 


Street art should remain in its in- 


beauty and power of graffiti is its fleet- 


feeling like a mouse trying not to get 
spotted by a hawk [“Banksy’s “Haight 
Street Rat” is Coming Home to San 
Francisco,” Mollie McWilliams, the Ex- 
hibitionist, 12/18]. That stencil, al- 
though nicely done, lacks any 
excitement; it’s a Post-It note. Let it live 
its lifespan (unknown) and someone 
can paint on that spot again — it’s how 
“street art” works. Coveting an “au- 
thentic” mass produced stencil is an- 
noying. Sorry, I’m just tired of everyone 
jizzing all over Banksy. To me it’s like 
someone saying “I don’t like rap music, 
but I just love those Beastie Boys.” 
Josh L. 


LETTERS POLICY 

We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 


Among Best U.S. Cities for Singles,” 
Jessica Nemire, the Exhibitionist, 





Beth LaBerge 


ity people in San Francisco, they have 
The Month in Review: to already know cool people and have 
December 2014 good references. 

Joe P. 
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12/23]. If someone wants to date qual- 


‘ y TH ANNUAL ED 





enforcement [“Sheriff’s Deputy Faces 
Felony Charges for Alleged Hospital Pa- 
tient Beating,” Michael Barba, the 
Snitch, 12/20]. It is people like him who 
make it hard for all the honest, upstand- 
ing cops on the force. 


NJE. 
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Ci SUCKA FREE CITY 


Penitent firefighters forced to pen essays as punishment for long-ago crimes. 


By Joe Eskenazi That fingerprinting has since been 
undertaken. Of the 226 EMTs who 
were scanned, “15 investigations 
were conducted based on the results 
of the criminal background check,” 
per the Department of Emergency 
Management. 

The department wouldn't reveal 
just what spurred those investiga- 
tions, or what they unearthed. But 
the firefighters’ union said it was stuff 
like the aforementioned trespassing 
rap from the late 1980s; a firefighter’s 


That came as a surprise to Rob Dud- 
geon, the deputy director of the De- 
partment of Emergency Management, 
who succinctly tells SF Weekly, “We 
didn’t delete jack.” 

Rather, he says, there 
was simply no evidence 
in the files indicating 

a full one-quarter 

of all firefighting 

personnel had under- 
gone the mandatory 
LiveScan. 


mandated a criminal background check 
and LiveScan fingerprinting of all 
EMTs. What happened next depends 
upon who you ask. 

Multiple firefighter/EMTs claim 
they were, unambiguously, told to 
submit to a LiveScan as the records 
had been physically lost. A 2013 email 
to every member of the fire depart- 
ment stated, however, that “It has 
been determined ... records for some 
members’ EMT LiveScan results were 
deleted.” 


In times of need — when you 
are engulfed in flames; when Uncle My- 
ron is choking on his borscht — we don’t 
stop emergency first-responders to ask 
for ID. 

As such, emergency medical techni- 
cians are fingerprinted, and licensed by 
the state. This prevents the nightmare 
scenario of a dangerous felon being 
handed an ax and given carte blanche 
to break in your door and extract you. 





In San Francisco, recent rounds of 
fingerprinting revealed a number of 
veteran first-responders entrusted to 
barge into people’s homes in their 
hours of need did indeed have 
interesting skeletons lurking in 
their old closets. 

The man who saved your 
life, in fact, may well have 
trespassed while hunting 
during the Reagan 
administration. 

Why 226 
San Francisco 
firefighter/ 

EMTs were re- 
quired to get fin- 
gerprinted again is 
a matter of dispute. 

In 2009, fin- 
gerprints and all 
other records were 
transferred from 
San Francisco’s De- 
partment of Public 
Health to the Depart- 
ment of Emergency 
Management. One 
year later, the state 








Mystic 
Statistics 


The Oakland Police 
Department argues that 
correlation isn't causation. 


This month, SF Weekly re- 
vealed that it’s difficult to know 
whether crime is going up or down 
when the crime statistics keep going 
up and down. 

Within San Francisco Police 
Department annual reports, crime 
totals for given years change from 
year to year; the 2012 total of 
burglaries given in 2013 is not 








the same as the 2012 total of 
burglaries given in 2014 (and the 
numbers reported to the FBI aren't 
consistent, either). Again, this 
makes tracking whether crime is 
fluctuating something of a futile 
endeavor. 

The SFPD has not yet offered a 
complete and cogent explanation 
for this. 

Oakland’s crime issues are 
not San Francisco’s and its crime 
statistics and strategies are not 
San Francisco’s. The issue with 
Oakland’s numbers isn’t that they’re 
randomly changing from year to 
year, but that they’re dropping. 

In both 2008 and 2009, Oakland 
police officers flagged down cars, 























DUI conviction from 1984; long-ago 
bar brawls, or juvenile vandalism 
charges. 

Steve Giacalone, a fire department 
EMT and a director at the Local No. 
798, says a few firefighters pushing 


60 were unaware they were mandated 


to report crimes they'd committed 
in their early 20s (crimes of the DUI 
or youthful punch-up or trespass- 
ing-while-hunting variety). 


Their punishments, Giacalone con- 


tinues, were to write an “essay 
on ethics.” 
While those 
would make 
for fascinating 
reading, they are, 
sadly, not available for public 
consumption. You, 
however, now have 
a conversation- 
al ice-breaker 
with the next 
first-responder 
who whisks you 
out of a burning 


building or extricates 


borscht from your windpipe. 


Going 
Straight 


David Chiu and the LGBT 
caucus arenota match. 


Menlo Park Assemblyman 
Rich Gordon, the chairman of the 
California Legislature’s LGBT 
caucus, cannot say he foresaw the 
day when straight politicians 
would be clamoring to join the 
LGBT caucus. 

That would certainly seem to 
be some measure of “progress.” 
With that said, much as 
Trix is for kids, the LGBT 
caucus remains reserved for 
lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and 
transgender people. 

A January agenda item for 
the group, however, queries 
whether San Francisco Assem- 
blyman David Chiu, a straight 
man, should be allowed in. 

Attempting to join the LGBT 
caucus has been described as a 
“campaign promise’ Chiu made 
while running against openly 
gay Supervisor David Campos 
for higher office. Chiu is out 
of the country but his chief of 
staff, Judson True, said Chiu’s 
promise was less specific. It 
was more about “standing as 
a strong straight ally” and less 
about, specifically, joining the 
LGBT caucus. “Support can take 
many forms.” 

Well, good — because one 
needn't be a soothsayer to 
realize the LGBT caucus isn’t 
about to remake itself: “I am 
not sure there’s huge support 
for changing our rules at this 
point,” says Gordon. 

Chiu will have to content 
himself with membership 
in the Legislature’s Asian 
Pacific Islander Caucus. Anda 
charming wife. JE 








arrested or detained suspects, or 
questioned people with regard to an 
investigation 68,000 times. By 2012 
that number had been cut by about 
75 percent. Even attorney John 
Burris, who has whittled a thriving 
cottage industry out of suing the 
Oakland Police Department, told 
the San Francisco Chronicle that 
the decline is indicative of cops 
who “aren’t doing their jobs.” Also 
disturbing: A report from earlier 
this year showed that, of about 
14,500 stops made by Oakland cops 
over eight months, some 62 percent 
were African-Americans (Oakland is 
28 percent black). 

So, while Oakland officials 


are wringing their hands over 


vastly reduced tallies of stops 

and disproportionate stops of 

black people, they’re pleased 

about another declining statistic. 
Outgoing Mayor Jean Quan earlier 
this month boasted about a massive 
reduction in the number of use-of- 
force incidents involving Oakland 
cops. 

Over the past four years, that 
tally dropped from 2,186 to 572. 
That’s a 74 percent reduction. 

So, during a stretch in which 
police stops declined by around 
75 percent, use-of-force incidents 
also declined by around 75 percent. 
Quan, however, doesn’t see a 
correlation here, citing police 
cameras and better geographical 


deployment of police. Sgt. Holly 
Joshi, the OPD’s chief of staff, was 
also skeptical: “In the past we would 
stop everything and everyone. But 
at this point, we use use police 
resources smarter. We have to.” 

Joshi adds that, starting in 2012, 
the department only tabulated 
“discretionary stops” instead of 
all stops. But, no doubt, stops are 
down. And, she says, so is crime. 
And arrests are up. 

Well, that’s one way of seeing 
things. It’s certainly more 
reassuring than reading the positive 
developments lauded by Quan and 
others as the result of hands-off 
policing and cops who “aren’t doing 


their jobs.” JE 
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THE INEXORABLE MARCH OF PROTEST 


##WeCouldntBreatheEither 


By Pete Kane 


Last month, the Human Rights 
Campaign, the largest LGBT organiza- 
tion in the nation, issued a statement 
expressing solidarity with the family of 
Michael Brown — and the protesters 
calling for no more police brutality. It 
followed an open letter, from August, 
signed by dozens of LGBT organiza- 
tions. Both times, the HRC explicitly 
endorsed nonviolent protest. 

The group’s reaction was rather 
anodyne, really, especially when read 
against the comparatively fiery press 
release circulated by the San Francis- 
co-based National Center for Lesbian 
Rights. 

However, it caused some contro- 
versy online. Members, or at least the 
overwhelming majority of comment- 
ers on the HRC’s blog, took serious 
offense to the organization’s stepping 
out of strict LGBT advocacy and into 
the territory of racial justice. They 
even used rhetoric that one might 
overhear on Fox News. 

Without relitigating the Michael 
Brown or Eric Garner episodes, the 
underlying question is a valid one: 
Don’t LGBT organizations have the 
social responsibility to voice solidarity 
with other civil rights causes? 

#ICantBreathe may be blowing 
up, but many LGBT Americans are 
breathing more easily than ever. 
Although 2014 was a great year for 
same-sex marriage, gay professional 
athletes, and trans-visibility, it feels 
almost perverse to crow about it all 
in light of the judicial system’s reig- 
nited battle with race. LGBT rights 
are often taken as the definitive civil 
rights crusade of early 21st century 
America, yet even as institutional 
homophobia is losing its foothold, 
the emotionally charged rhetoric 
targeting African-Americans has 
intensified. So would it appear mealy- 
mouthed for one marginal group who 
once fought its own battles with cops 
to ignore the pleas of another? 

It’s important to remember that the 
HRC’s call for solidarity is just words. 
It isn’t as though the group altered 
its legislative strategy or retooled its 
Capitol Hill lobbying apparatus. The 
HRC’s own “Year in Review” made no 
mention of anything pertaining to 
#BlackLivesMatter or to the violence 
queer people of color routinely endure; 
instead it opted to focus on rosier sto- 
ries, including Tim Cook’s coming out 
story and Elton John’s wedding. 

But André Carrington, assistant 
professor of African-American Liter- 
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ature at Drexel University, thinks the 
HRC should take its small overture 
and make it bigger. “In the aftermath 
of prosecutors and juries refusing to 
hold police accountable for killing 
black people, organizations like New 
York’s Anti-Violence Project, SAGE, 
and FIERCE have made strong pro- 
nouncements opposing police brutal- 
ity and incarceration that affirm their 
continued support for the most vul- 
nerable within the LGBT community,” 
he says. “The organization I work 
with, CLAGS: The Center for LGBTQ 
Studies, reminded us that when we 
see national gay and lesbian groups 
who advocate for marriage and main- 
stream representation say, ‘Black lives 
matter,’ it may be compassionate, but 
that isn’t enough until it’s reflected in 
their policy agenda.” 

That’s not to say the HRC should 
take the lead on racial justice issues in 
America. Christopher White, director 
of the Gay-Straight Alliance Networks 
Safe and Supportive Schools Project, 
pointed out that LGBT organizations 
are for the most part run by white 
leaders. “White liberals have a histo- 
ry of taking issues such as this and 
making it about ourselves,” he says. 
“#CrimingWhileWhite and #AllLives- 
Matter are examples of this. When 
this happens, we diminish the move- 
ment and dilute the message, in es- 
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Demonstrators ib the grand jury 


decision in the Michael Brown case 


march with LGBT activists in St. Louis. 


sence demonstrating how black lives 
don’t matter in the LGBT movement.” 

Nonetheless, if there were ever a 
moment for the HRC and its ilk to 
highlight the injustices LGBT people 
of color face — it’s right now. The 
community would be remiss to not 
connect the nuanced struggles for 
equality. “Single-issue movements are 
a thing of the past, if they ever exist- 
ed in the first place,” White says. 

After the 2008 election gave Amer- 
ica a black president but curtailed 
same-sex marriage in California, 
the bitterness was palpable. People 
blamed the passage of Prop. 8, Cali- 
fornia’s ban on same-sex marriage, on 
the phantom hordes of homophobic 
African-Americans. Yet progressive, 
cosmopolitan Los Angeles County 
barely passed Prop. 8, and the re- 
gion is less than 9 percent black. In 
short: The us-versus-them divide is 
nonexistent, not just because there 
are many more black allies and white 
homophobes, but also because there 
are millions of LGBT people of color, 
a reality that should temper if not 
nullify the tribalism. 

Solidarity isn’t without practical 
limitations, either. Even well-funded 
organizations such as the HRC or the 
ACLU are still nonprofits that rely on 
donations. The ACLU punches above 
its weight, but there are only so many 
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resources a social justice organization 
can throw at noble causes without 
jeopardizing its core mission. Cynics 
might accuse them (or the HRC, or 
anyone) of shying away from offend- 
ing major donors — who tend not 

to be bomb-lobbing revolutionaries 
— but mission creep isn’t just about 
brand dilution. It can also be about 
keeping the lights on and the printers 
full of ink. 

It’s clear that there is a solidarity 
gap among minority communities 
that needs to be closed. An editorial 
in HIV Plus magazine, printed along- 
side an archival image of an ostensibly 
gay young man gripped by four cops, 
wondered if there was such a thing as 
“gay privilege.” Next magazine went 
further, asking “Do black lives matter 
to gays?” These two polemics took 
apathetic LGBT individuals (not orga- 
nizations) to task, but the pushback 
they generated echoes the sentiments 
of a white lesbian cop angrily prom- 
ising to cancel her membership in 
the Human Rights Campaign over a 
press release. Unquestionably, there 
is racism in the LGBT community, 
but what’s even more widespread is 
complacency over combating that rac- 
ism. Genuine solidarity is necessary. 
Equality demands no less of us. 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 
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DRUG REFORM PROGRESSED IN 2014, EXCEPT FOR CALIFORNIA CANNABIS 


Slipping 
Into 2015 


By Chris Roberts 


In a year full of catastrophes 
and PR disasters, the country made strides 
in one area: solving its enduring drug 
problem in a less twisted way. 

If not a full 12 steps towards healing, 
real progress was made almost every- 
where: on sentencing reform, on how we 
understand “crackheads,” and realizing 
just how intellectually bankrupt mari- 
juana prohibition truly is. 

Even seniors in Florida and lobby- 
ist-owned members of Congress made 
historic strides on cannabis freedom: A 
majority of both voted in favor of easing 
America’s war on weed, a move unthink- 
able just a few years ago. 

Though in a perfect demonstration 
of how drug reform works, those “big 
steps forward” are mostly symbolic, 
with almost no immediate payout. Flor- 
ida couldn't get the two-thirds majority 
it needed to legalize medical marijuana. 
And while Congress defunded Justice 
Department efforts to interfere with 
state-legal cannabis, marijuana is still 
a Schedule I drug. And in every state, 
there are still plenty of people doing 
prison time over a plant. 


Meanwhile, California stayed the 
course. The state’s barely regulated 
billion-dollar industry chugged along 
in 2014; efforts to tame the beast with 
sensible regulations or curb medical 
marijuana abuse with outright legaliza- 
tion crashed and burned. 

But at least there’s legal weed in 
Portland. 

So while we did some learning and 
changing in 2014, California is still par- 
tially living in drug war paranoia-land. 


In March, rock star researcher Dr. Carl 
Hart, a Columbia University neurosci- 
entist, published a piece in The New York 
Times that attempted debunk one of 
society's uglier labels: crackhead. Crack 
is no more addictive than “regular” 
powder cocaine, and Hart’s experiments 


with supposedly hopeless fiends — who, 


when offered a hit of crack or a small 
amount of cash, most often took the 
cash — suggests that drug use starts 
when the user lacks other opportunities 
(specifically, economic opportunity). 
Treating crack users more humanely is 
catching on, with the easing of Nancy 
Reagan-era laws that punish crack 
crimes more severely. But that hasn’t 
been the case in San Francisco where 
Mayor Ed Lee’s office squashed a plan 
to hand out free crack pipes — a poten- 
tially life-saving harm reduction model 


nearly identical to the well-established 
needle exchange program — before it 
was even fully discussed. 


Remember 1998, when Seinfeld was on 
TV, when there was no such thing as a 
tech bus, and when America arrested 
fewer than 700,000 people for marijuana 
crimes? Marijuana arrests dipped below 
that threshold for the first time since the 
Clinton years; in 2014, some 693,000 
people were busted for pot. Great. Not so 
great: Almost half of the arrests were for 
simple possession, according to the FBI. 
In California, where simple possession 
has been punishable with a citation since 
2010, total arrests remained steady from 
2013. Felony arrests, meanwhile re- 
mained the same in both the state and in 
San Francisco, where African-Americans 
comprise more than half of the busts, 
despite making up less than 6 percent of 
the city’s population. 


San Francisco’s former police chief is 
now one of America’s most liberal prose- 
cutors. District Attorney George Gascon 
gave a TED talk in which he declared the 
drug war a failure, and backed up the talk 
by supporting sentencing reform mea- 
sure Prop. 47, which voters approved in 
November. Moving forward, most drug 
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possession crimes will be now be misde- 
meanors, not felonies, and anyone serv- 
ing a prison term for simple possession 
could be eligible for release. That’s good 
news, except for anyone caught in one 

of the San Francisco police department’s 
legendary buy-busts, where an undercov- 
er cop asks a street addict for $20 worth 
of rock or pot. That’s still a sales bust — 
and still a felony. 


Mission District pot club Shambhala 
Healing Center made cannabis history 
earlier this month, when the dispensary 
beat the federal Justice Department’s 
effort to shut it down. That’s the first Bay 
Area club to take on the feds in court and 
win. And with that, the crackdown that 
closed one-third of San Francisco’s li- 
censed and permitted medical marijuana 
dispensaries appears to finally be over. 


That progress arrived just in time for 
San Francisco to decide it doesn’t want 
any more pot clubs. ‘The city’s Planning 
Commission recently rejected a second 
location for popular dispensary SPARC 
despite the project meeting all city 
guidelines. The problem, according to a 
pack of Excelsior neighbors and a police 
captain, is that the neighborhood has 
three already. This “clustering” phenom- 
enon is a result of the city’s decade-old 
marijuana zoning laws, which leaves 

90 percent of the city off-limits to pot. 
Dispensaries lucky enough to be the 


first on the block get a near-monopoly 
on the marijuana trade. 


In March, Gov. Jerry Brown answered a 
question about marijuana legalization 
with another question: “How many peo- 
ple can get stoned and still have a great 
state?” Perhaps Attorney General Kama- 
la Harris, who in November suggested 
that legalization is “inevitable,” could 
allay Brown’s fear of “potheads.” Mean- 
while, Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom is still the 
state’s most vocal political friend of the 
cannabis plant. Another reminder that 
the lite gov has much less power. 


And finally, the question of regulation. 
The state’s powerful police lobby surprised 
us all early in the year when it said it 
would be amenable to a regulated canna- 
bis industry. That’s a sea change from just 
a year ago, when cops wanted no cannabis 
industry. But in the end, the result was 
the same: no agreement in the Legislature 
and no strong statewide regulation. 

California still has vague rules saying 
who can do what with the cannabis 
plant, as well as a patchwork of con- 
flicting regulations among counties and 
cities; in Weed, voters in November 
approved bans on marijuana cultivation 
and dispensaries. 

So what if Oregon and Alaska le- 
galized marijuana, there’s still no legal 
weed in Weed. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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Dead Tree Publication 


Inacity where we throw away our yesterdays, Someone decided to steal them. 





On a dank, late-December 
morning in San Francisco’s Excelsior 
District, neighborhood residents awoke 
to a glum new normal. Overnight, un- 
known miscreants had filched the com- 
munity Christmas tree. 

It takes a special combination 
of pettiness and nastiness to really 
punch a community in the gut. Steal- 
ing something valuable makes sense; 
stealing something steeped largely 
in sentimental value is senseless. 
Spitefully vandalizing a community 
Christmas isn’t hard to comprehend. 
Making the concerted effort to carry 
it off is. 

On top of those incongruities was 
the galling realization the neighbor- 
hood had been victimized by some of 
the city’s most impractical thieves. 

Enlisting multiple accomplices, 
acquiring a plus-sized automobile or 
truck, and hauling off a heavy, un- 
wieldy object worth, perhaps, $80 just 
isn’t a good use of time — straight 
or criminal. Even without the risk, a 
simple cost-benefit analysis indicates 
youd be better served toiling at the 
most menial job. Hell, if you’ve already 
amassed a few buddies, a truck, and 
would be happy to earn a minuscule 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


payout, you might as well put together 
a crappy band and play a crappy gig. 

It’s hard to think of an object that 
holds its value more tenuously than a 
Christmas tree (other than, perhaps, 
a convertible or laptop. Or newspaper 
chain). And, starting Jan. 2, these 
thieves’ depreciating treasure will 
likely be trash. City residents will 
begin placing their spent Christmas 
trees on the roadside for collection 
along with all the other detritus of 
2014. Last year, San Franciscans dis- 
carded more than 1 million pounds of 
Christmas trees. These were ground 
up into chips and shipped to Tracy, 
where they'll be incinerated as “bio- 
mass’ to provide energy (a process 
studies have shown to actually emit 
more carbon dioxide than the burning 
of coal, incidentally). 

So, these were the things Excelsior 
District residents were pondering 
on that rainy morning earlier this 
month, watching the empty spot on 
Mission Street and Ocean Avenue, 
where the Christmas tree used to be, 
grow wetter and wetter. 


Dead trees, it turns out, do not age 
well. Nor do their derivatives. Take 
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Scott Beale/Laughing Squid 


You're fired. 


newspapers, for instance. 

Your humble narrator, not long 
ago, inadvertently rolled over an edi- 
tion of the same paper you now hold 
in your hand while cycling to work. 

It was strewed in the middle of the 
road and splayed open to one of his 
own articles — one revealing dodgy 
and perhaps even criminal behavior 
by well-placed city apparatchiks. Who 
would, of course, go wholly and totally 
unpunished. 

As a fictional occurrence in a 
manufactured life, this would feel 
like forced symbolism. And yet it 
happened. 

A onetime SF Weekly editor once 
noted that, in this city, you can catch 
public officials with their entire arms 
in the cookie jar. And no ill will befall 
them. That’s how San Francisco rolls. 
It’s hard to think past the here and 
now in this city; accomplishing the 
quotidian tasks of everyday life is 
struggle enough. Much like Christmas 
trees, we kick our yesterdays to the 
curb where they’re whisked out of 
sight and out of mind and incinerated 
while no one’s looking. 


In the past, however, when our 
yesterdays were lit ablaze, it was not 
out of sight and out of mind. City 
residents actually had to deal with the 
consequences. 

Anyone who’s ever been awakened 
by a discarded Christmas tree being 
set alight on his or her block will be 
surprised to learn that it’s not the 
light or the car alarms or the shouting 
that jolts you out of bed. It’s the heat. 
Even 40 yards away, it feels like some- 
one is blowing a hair dryer in your 
face. But only for a few moments; 

a tree is immolated with terrifying 
speed. Mounds of trees lugged to 
Ocean Beach resembled Viking funer- 
al pyres. When immolated within the 
city, firefighters mistook the resultant 
explosions for large apartment build- 
ings going up in smoke. “When those 
stacks of trees six, eight, or 10 high 
go up, it looks like a whole house is 
burning down” former San Francisco 
Fire Department Deputy Chief Pat 
Gardner told us a few years back. 

This, thankfully, isn’t happening 
here anymore. Our trees are efficient- 
ly collected and spirited away to Tra- 
cy, where they'll emit noxious vapors 
in a more controlled and beneficial 
manner. As such, San Franciscans 
have been inured from having to give 
much thought about the past for the 
foreseeable future. Igniting trees 
in the street was hardly a smart or 
worthwhile thing to do. But it was, 
at least, an acknowledgment of this 
city’s transitory nature. Perhaps even 
a celebration of it. 


News of the Excelsior District’s dis- 
appearing Christmas tree left Pete 
Whitcomb, owner of the eponymous 
Pissed Off Pete’s tavern, feeling exactly 
as youd think he would. 

Along with Sean Ingram, the 
owner of the nearby Dark Horse Inn, 
he matter-of-factly underwrote the 
purchase of a new tree, draped it with 
dollar-store ornaments, and plopped 
it down on Mission and Ocean. And 
then he moved on: “We bought it, I 
put a picture on Facebook, I said ‘it’s 
back’ and let other folks deal with it, 
you know?” 

Back in sight, out of mind. 

The steep cost of the tree surprised 
Whitcomb. And, in a few short days, 
that short-term investment will be 
spent as the new tree along with the 
old one and thousands of others are 
unceremoniously kicked to the curb. 

But that — that’s the future. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


The Snatch 


Santa's leftover cookies 


TOUCHDOWN, THEN LEAVE 
The Jim Harbaugh era of the San 
Francisco 49ers football franchise 
ended with neither a bang nora 
whimper but whatever sound it is 
that’s released by a convenient lie. 
Harbaugh and team owner Jed 
York on Sunday confirmed what 
was long apparent — the coach 
won't be returning in 2015. The 
lie was that this was a “mutual de- 
cision” made in both men’s “mu- 
tual best interest.” Harbaugh will 
return to the spectacularly lucra- 
tive womb, accepting the top job 
at his alma mater, Michigan, fora 
purported six-year, $48 million 
deal. In coaching terms, Har- 
baugh, 51, is both young and old. 
He’s old enough that he’s not apt 
to change his ways and his for- 
mula and young enough that no 
job he’s had or will have should be 
considered his definitive “last” 
job. That said, he moves around a 
lot. He was at the University of 
San Diego for only three seasons 
(they were very successful). He 
was at Stanford for only four sea- 
sons (they were very successful). 
And he was at the helm of the 
49ers for only four seasons (they 
were very successful, until they 
weren't). Asa head coach, Har- 
baugh has pulled teams out of the 
muck. But he’s never pulled 
teams out of the muck created on 
his watch. For whatever reason, 
he’s never stuck around long 
enough to need to. And now he’s 
off to Michigan where, if the pat- 
tern holds, he’ll be very success- 
ful. And then leave. 


A SHITTY 2014 

The post-holiday blues might be 
settling in, especially if you have 
a case of the shigellas, a bacterial 
infection that gives the average 
person an uncomfortable run of 
the runs. The San Francisco 
Department of Public Health 
says there’s been an increase in 
shigella cases this month — 65 
reported in San Francisco 
between Dec. 1 and Dec. 23. 
That’s quite an uptick from the 
normal 10 cases reported per 
month. Not to fret: shigella is not 
going to make you deathly ill. It’s 
a bacteria that usually causes 
diarrhea for a few days. Of those 
cases reported this month, 40 
percent are homeless people. 
Health officials have been doling 
out antiseptic towelettes to folks 
and asking them to go wash their 
hands. Right now. 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch. 
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Saying goodbye to privacy in the era of the shared disaster. 


By Brandon R. Reynolds 


This year, like all others, defies easy categoriza- 
tion, except perhaps to say this is the year of easy categorizations. 
Or, at least, attempted ones. Social media reached its inevitable 
conclusion with the total ascension of the hashtag. The ancient 
need to name and catalog shared experience was reduced to 
what we used to call “the number symbol” and applied to 
events major and minor — political scandal, cultural suppu- 
ration, general crap. History was made here in San Fran- 
cisco as the naming of a December storm actually 
predicted its severity. It was indeed a #stormtastrophe, 
no exaggeration. 
The hashtagging of protest movements 
spilled off the screen and onto the streets 
of San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, and 
elsewhere, where the sides in the 
conflict were helpfully illustrated 
by posters and T-shirts on 
the one hand and riot 
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gear on the other. It was a year of disasters, and being that we 
live such public lives, the disasters were shared ones. People 
behaved atrociously, whether it was politicians making arms 
deals or tech innovators plotting against journalists, and all 
of it blew up so spectacularly. 

That, more than anything, may be the tension defining 
2014: Our human desire to know the world by naming 
and sharing ran up against the inevitable and equally 
human compulsion to fight, to lie, to screw up, to fail 
us all. The drive to order and the impulse to chaos 
met yet again. Hashtag entropy. But in a time 
when surveillance and secrecy at the highest 
levels of society is its own threat, at least 
our efforts at putting it into words, how- 
ever foolish it might sometimes be, is 
a way of illuminating the name- 
less, of declaiming into the 
electric darkness. 
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YOU’LL ALWAYS 
REMEMBER YOUR 
FIRST TIME. 


By Rachel Swan 


San Francisco loves to think of 
itself as a cradle of innovation. And for 
the most part, it’s made good on that 
claim. We're a city that harbors a whole 
bevy of social media companies; a check- 
erboard of streets dominated by elec- 
tronic bikes and motorized skateboards; 
a hotbed for 3D-printing startups with 
engineers aspiring to build houses and 
prosthetic limbs. Tech enthusiasts in 
San Francisco use buzzwords like 
“maker” and “gamification” with no 
sense of irony; politicians wax poetic 
about the city’s vast constellation of shar- 
ing-economy services. Software-savvy 
business moguls have disrupted ev- 
erything from housing, to eating, 
to transportation. 

Because of its prox- 
imity to Silicon Valley, 
San Francisco has 
become an urban 
laboratory of sorts. 
It’s the place 
where products 
are prototyped 
and ideas are 
test-run, where 
young consumers 
with disposable 
income become 
lab rats for anew 
crop of entrepre- 
neurs at Stanford. 

But even as 
technology drives 
the city’s economy, 
it’s inevitably created 
fault lines. Car-hire 
startups such as Uber 
and Lyft have all but 
decimated the cab industry, 
sparking regulatory battles at 
San Francisco International Air- 
port and provoking a fierce backlash 
from cab drivers. The conflict reached 
an apex in December, when district 
attorneys from San Francisco and Los 
Angeles filed unfair business practice 
claims against both companies, set- 
tling with Lyft and pursuing a joint 
lawsuit against Uber. 

Airbnb, too, has become a major 
point of contention, beloved because 
it’s allowed San Francisco residents 
to earn extra cash by turning their 
spare rooms into vacation squats, 
but reviled for its part in diminishing 
the city’s already limited housing 
stock. The company’s lead investors 
held sway at the ballot box this year, 
stumping for ex-Supervisor David 
Chiu’s legislation to legalize their app- 
based hospitality business, and set- 
ting up an independent expenditure 
committee to boost Chiu’s campaign 
for state assembly — mainly by under- 
mining his opponent, David Campos. 

Increasingly, tech has become 
entwined with politics in this city. 
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Silicon Valley venture capitalists such 
as Ron Conway and Sean Parker are 
recasting themselves as political fix- 
ers. Yesterday’s scrappy startups are 
today’s massive behemoths. Airbnb 
was valued at $13 billion just ahead 
of its employee stock sale in Octo- 
ber; Uber’s valuation crept up to $40 
billion this winter, even as it faced a 
major PR maelstrom. The biggest tech 
companies have employed high-pow- 
ered lobbyists to serve their interests 
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both in the state capital and on the 
Beltway; Facebook and LinkedIn are 
steering our national immigration 
debate, while Google and Apple have 
made software patents a hot political 
topic du jour. 

With so much money and power 
on the line, it’s little surprise that in 
the course of a year, San Francisco’s 
relationship to its tech economy has 
become ever more volatile. We started 
2014 with a spate of bus blockades, 
meant to highlight the disparity 
between regular commuters and the 
gentry who get chauffeured to work 
aboard luxury corporate coaches. 
Those protests helped fuel an an- 
ti-eviction movement whose leaders 
bewailed the effect of new wealth on 
an already-intractable housing crisis. 

Tech became synonymous with 
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THE YEAR IN TECH 


affluence this year, in ways that often 
seemed trite — terms like “tech bro” 
and “tech baron” have already become 
cliches — while occasionally both apt 
and poignant. In October, a group 

of Dropbox and Airbnb employees 
squared off with Latino teenagers 
over use of the soccer field at 

Mission Playground; the incident 
was caught on video and posted to 
YouTube, where it quickly became a 
gentrification parable. San Francisco 
became known not just as an Emerald 
City for startups, but as the battle- 
front for a major class war. Images 
of soccer field feuds and tech-bus 
blockades are now iconic. 

The danger here is ren- 
dering tech into a one-di- 
mensional villain, 
when the reality is 
far more complicat- 
ed. To be sure, the 
city’s ascendant 

economy has laid 

waste to some 
of its sacred 
traditions. New 
arrivistes have 
priced out the 
artists, work- 
ing-class fami- 
lies, the hippies, 
the drifters, and 
the nonprofits. 
San Francisco res- 
idents, with their 
unflappable pride 
of place, recoiled at 
these changes. 

But tech has en- 

hanced the city too. 

It’s brought in a new class of 
engineers to develop eco-friendly 
toilets, and municipal wifi networks, 
and HIV vaccines. It’s despoiled parts 
of our old infrastructure, but it’s made 
other parts more efficient. Under 
pressure from Uber, the cab industry 
unveiled its own mobile apps to pro- 
mote faster service. Anti-eviction ac- 
tivists launched a data-based mapping 
project to address housing disparities. 
And a local web developer created a 
heat-based poop map to track human 
waste. 

It’s only natural for a city to be 
split by conflict as it transitions from 
mere municipality to global metrop- 
olis. Technology, for better or worse, 
has fueled that growth spurt in San 
Francisco. It might be ill-fated — 
we ve already witnessed one dot-com 
bubble, and seen the ruinous afteref- 
fects. But it could also lead to a future 
of 3D-printed architecture, high-ef- 
ficiency toilets, and cabs that all run 
on time. 

That’s the kind of innovation that 
inspires harmony. 
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THE SEAR 


By Joe Eskenazi 





The Venn diagrams encom- 
passing protest, tech, and politics cer- 
tainly overlapped this year. In 2014, 
San Franciscans protested the oversize 
influence of tech in local politics. But 
by the time a demonstrator puked onto 
a Google bus, any notion of coalescence 
into a larger movement was unthink- 
able. This, too, was emblematic of San 
Francisco politics this year. 

There is a palpable sense of anger 
at the direction this city is going. But 
this outrage hasn’t coalesced into a 
movement. 

And, demographically, that figures 
to be a challenge. It’s little surprise the 
city’s progressive movement was, once 
again, thrashed at the polls. The sorts 
of people who'd vote for progressives 
have been economically banished from 
this city, and progressive politicos 
have not yet crafted a platform 
that those who now reside 
here will embrace. 

City progressives are 
further hamstrung by the 
ongoing deployment of 
Sheriff Ross Mirk- 
arimi as a political 
cluster bomb. Mayor Ed 
Lee’s cruel but ingenious 
political masterstroke 
continues to pay divi- 
dends. By forcing pro- 
gressive politicians to vote 
on whether to boot Mirk- 
arimi from office after the 
progressive stalwart grabbed 
his wife by the arm, Lee boxed 
them into an unwinnable situa- 
tion: Either capitulate to contrived 
political pressure and alienate the 
people who voted them into office, 
or open themselves up to lavishly 
funded independent expenditure 
campaigns accusing them of coddling 
and enabling a wife-beater. 

Some $750,000 was poured into 
such an effort that sank progressive 
Supervisor David Campos in his As- 
sembly bid versus the more pragmatic 
Supervisor David Chiu. 

And here’s what lurks in the 
heart of the Venn diagram: That 
three-quarters of a million dollars 
was kicked down by tech barons Ried 
Hoffman and Ron Conway, both 
early Airbnb investors. Chiu shep- 
herded legislation legitimizing that 
“home-sharing” platform through 
the board, which stands to benefit 
Hoffman and Conway immensely. 
Now a rookie Assemblyman, Chiu has 
instantaneously mounted the ladder 
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of state Democratic leadership — in 
large part due to his fundraising 
prowess among tech interests. That 
money — and the access tied to it — 
figure to be disseminated throughout 
California's Democratic leadership. 
This is the state of things and, 
complainers be damned, it appears 
more people than not are fine with 
it. Left-leaning politicos’ hopes for 
a Mark Leno mayoral run were 
dashed when the state senator abrupt- 
ly pulled the plug on a potential cam- 
paign (Leno, incidentally, officiated at 
Mirkarimi’s marriage; Lee partisans 
had video clips of Leno backing Mirk- 
arimi for sheriff all cued up). 












You the voter may be asked 
to decide the fate of the San 
Francisco Flower Mart. 


Minus the ability — or vision — 
to alter the city’s path, critics of the 
status quo have taken refuge in San 
Francisco’s traditional stronghold for 
political dissidents: the ballot box. 
Tech and development critics success- 
fully pushed a measure that torpe- 
doed highrise development along the 
waterfront; next year voters may de- 
cide the fate of the city’s Flower Mart. 

Of course, had things gone differ- 
ently, Leland Yee — that accused 
would-be supplier of shoulder-fired 
rockets to Filipino jihadis — could be 
our mayor. 

And that ... that would be some- 
thing. 
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February is an ideal time 
to visit Santa Barbara, 
enjoy its outstanding 

ol (Taat-1c-eer-Vare M=>.¢0) (0) c-maat= 
areas natural beauty 
Valo aat-Va)var-lide. (ad (e) ate 
Of added interest is the 
fact that the 2015 Santa 
Barbara International 
Film Festival will take 
place from January 27 


to February 6. 
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On February 7 

in Santa Barbara, 
Learn Everything 
You Need to Know 
to Begin Graduate 
Studies in 2015 
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masters and doctoral degree programs in 
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_ Typical classroom presentations Tours 
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_giff_~. admissions and financial aid 


—— _ Meet Pacifica faculty, students, 


alumni, and staff 


The $35 fee for this 8:30am to 
6:00pm program includes breakfast, 
lunch, and a $10 gift certificate for 
the Pacifica Bookstore. 
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the Best Western Carpinteria Inn. 


PACIFICA 


GRADUATE INSTYTUTE 


805.969.3626, ext.103 
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SFO TO SUN IN UNDER 2 HRS 
NON-STOP FLIGHTS ALL WINTER 
ROOMS FROM $99/ NIGHT 
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Mike Koozmin 


During the incessant rain- 
storms that closed out the year, a massive 
sinkhole opened up in the Richmond Dis- 
trict. A wit soon posted a Craigslist 
parody ad; the gaping mawin the midst 
of an intersection was described as San 
Francisco's latest apartment boasting a 
“Sun roof and exciting ambient city 
soundscapes [to] provide for excellent en- 
tertaining.” Yours for $2,800 a month. 
Act now. 

And that was funny. But it was also 
painful. It didn’t feel as crazy as it ought 
to feel. 

That’s because, while San Francis- 
co’s natural state is a dry grass-strewn 
desert, its real estate status has gone 
banana farm. As in: crazy. 

Median home prices in the city have 
exceeded $1 million. Median prices 
in the Excelsior, the city’s “affordable” 
neighborhood, have topped $770,000. 
The median rent for a two-bedroom flat 
has rocketed past $4,000; San Francis- 
co’s rents are the highest in the nation. 
The Tongan embassy decamped this 
year to Burlingame because San Fran- 
cisco’s rents are just too damn high. 
Even for a kingdom. 

Yes, the city’s affluent arrivistes 
are offering cash for homes and apart- 
ments. Yes, a glut of overseas buyers are 
buying up entire neighborhoods. Yes, we 
are a real estate investment sink. And, 
yes, Mayor Ed Lee’s grand plan to add 
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This fixer-upper just needs a little 
TLC... 


affordable housing units pads its totals 
by including the refurbishment of thou- 
sands of units of extant, public housing. 

San Francisco’s banana 
farm-crazy housing situation 
managed, this year, to get crazier, how- 
ever. The tangible example is a modest, 
1,500 square-foot home on 23rd Avenue 
that was, incongruously, advertised for 
sale in the BizJournals’ commercial re- 
al-estate “Hotels & Motels” section. 

It was pitched as an “income-produc- 
ing San Francisco home” which “grossed 
$71,452 in 2013, and is solidly booked 
with increased daily vacation rentals 
for 2014.” 

Thanks to Airbnb and similar 
“home-sharing” tech platforms, many 
thousands of residential units in an 
already starved market are now being 
converted into “income-producing San 
Francisco homes.” It’s hard not to see 
how the spectacularly Airbnb-friendly 
city legislation that this year legitimized 
the San Francisco-based company won't 
lead to more of this. 

One last dour note: Following 
the inevitable Next Big One, totaled 
rent-controlled housing will not be 
rebuilt as rent-controlled housing. 

How much was that sinkhole again? 


JE 
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Protests have become the the- 
ater in which Bay Area residents unleash 
their basest impulses, whether by looting 
a RadioShack, throwing a bottle at a po- 
lice officer, or spraying graffiti onto a 
Wells Fargo ATM. Yet they’re also bite- 
size, snackable threads that play out 
over social media, the big daunting is- 
sues that — like the Ebola Nurse, or 
the Ice Bucket challenge, or the 
phrase “Occupy Wall Street” — 
can easily be reduced to memes. 

We saw it again and again 
this year, first with a spate 
of tech bus protests that 
distilled the city’s hous- 
ing crisis into a simple, 
oft-tweeted image (that 
of protesters in reflective 
traffic vests standing 
in front of a bus), then 
with the H¥MyNamels 
hashtag that San Francis- 
co drag queens launched 
to protest Facebook’s 
“real name” policy, then 
with the current demon- 
strations against race- 
based police brutality, which 
all fell under the hashtag 
#BlackLivesMatter. 

That might be the most 
effective way to get a message 
across these days. Twitter and 
Facebook are known as the social 
media channels that set inanity free, 
but they’ve also helped power revo- 
lutions. Where 10 years ago, a Black 
Lives Matter organizer might have 
spent weeks on the rigmarole of secur- 
ing permits and distributing fliers for 
a demonstration at Oakland City Hall, 
today she can post a single tweet and 
expect hundreds of people to show up 
on the fly. Journalists document these 
events in 140-character bits, much like 
sports broadcasters calling play-by-play 
for a football game. Social media 
have helped protests metastasize at 
the same time they’ve reduced them 
to tweetable chunks. 

This could be a harbinger of a 
new, potent social movement that 
started with the Arab Spring in 
2010, and may come to integrate all 
the most pressing issues of our day. 
Or it could be today’s version of Che 
Guevara swag; perhaps it’s no acci- 
dent that LeBron James’ now-iconic 
“| Can't Breathe” T-shirt, which he 
first sported during warm-ups prior 
to a Brooklyn Nets game, is now being 
sold on Amazon. 

Cynics call that the merchandizing 
of a movement. Optimists say it’s evi- Real Names rally 
dence of the movement’s success. RS at City Hall. 


















Millions March 
in Oakland. 
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More News 





All About the Bay Area Food Scene 
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THE SEAR 


IN POLICIN 


By Chris Roberts 


Being a cop is a tough, dan- 
gerous, and thankless job. BART police 
mourned the first line-of-duty death in 
the department's 42-year history in 
January after a police officer conducting 
a probation check was shot and killed by 
a fellow BART cop. Friendly-fire was 
possibly responsible for wounding a San 
Francisco cop doing a traffic stop in the 
Mission District in March. 

Policing can also be a tough and 
dangerous job full of fuck-yous from 
protesters, politicians, and the public. 
This year, the San Francisco Po- 
lice Department endured its worst 
scandal in memory when federal 
prosecutors indicted five undercover 
cops for stealing cash and conspiring 
to sell drugs with petty criminals and 
drug addicts living in SRO residential 
hotels. Video surveillance dug up by 
Public Defender Jeff Adachi led 
to the perp walk — plus the fact that 
the crooked cops behaved like rookie 
criminals and broke bad on camera. So 
far, two cops have been found guilty; 
more cops could enter the “who wore 
it better?” competition with orange 


Chief Greg Suhr explains that 
many members of the San 
Francisco Police Department 
weren't found guilty of federal 
corruption charges. 
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prison jumpsuits when they go on 
trial next year. 

It makes you wonder what cops 
do when they know they’re on 
camera. For two California Highway 
Patrol officers on the street in plain 
clothes, the answer is pull a gun on 
protesters. While trailing the Eric 
Garner/Black Lives Matter 
protesters on their freeway-blocking 
path across Berkeley, a pair of Chip- 
pies defused a problem by whipping 
out a handgun and pointing it direct- 
ly at a San Francisco Chronicle free- 
lance photographer. Staring down 
the barrel of a gun while unarmed is 
scary. Scarier still is the news that, 
contrary to CHP officials’ claim, Oak- 
land police had no idea plainclothes 
CHP officers were in their area. 

Freelance policing is risky busi- 
ness, even more so when combined 
with social media. San Jose Offi- 
cer Phillip White was suspended 
from the force after telling Twitter 
that “#CopsLivesMatter” — and 
that if anyone wanted to tell him 
“#ICantBreathe,” he'd be at the 
movies with his gun. Supporting 
the cause is dangerous, too: For the 
crime of standing in a protest line 
holding a “Black Lives Matter” sign, 
Richmond Chief Chris Magnus 
earned the ire of his rank-and-file 
(who, by the way, had the lowest 

homicide count in three de- 
cades to deal with this 





AP Photo/Jeff Chiu 
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DISA 


When one lives in San Fran- 
cisco long enough, one finally recognizes 
the shared look on all the faces of the citi- 
zens one sees hustling by. It’s the bright- 
eyed grimace of steely resolve, the stoic 
bravery of a people resigned to living al- 
ways so close to destruction. 

This year, the long-awaited disasters 
came, sort of. 

A 6.0 magnitude earthquake 
struck Napa on Aug. 24, buckling streets 
and buildings, injuring hundreds, and 
killing one. Damage was estimated in the 
hundreds of millions, and with images 
of broken bottles and shattered barrels 
pouring forth, much hand-wringing was 
committed to pondering The End of All 
Cabernet as We Know It. 

No panicked rationing came of 
it, though. Nothing like the Lime 
Shortage of Late-ish Spring, 
which didn’t originate in California but 
certainly became a #Tecatepocalpyse 
when a combination of bad weather 
and drug cartel violence cut the lime 
supply to white rhino levels. Strange re- 
minders of the way nature so ruthlessly 
impedes our comfort and zest. 

Exactly as Ebola did not impede 
life, here in the United States, not real- 
ly, but that didn’t stop us from fretting 
mightily over it. It’s the kind of fear 
common to people who are overin- 





From near to far and far to 
near, you were cursing out San Francisco 
transit this year. 

While “Uber of X” became a stan- 
dard pitch for God knows how many 
morally compromised entrepreneurs 
hoping to impart an aura of sleek 
efficiency, no one — no one — has 
claimed to have invented the “Muni 
of X.” 

Our love-hate relationship with 
our Municipal Transporation 
Agency veered toward the latter in 
June when hundreds of disgruntled 
drivers engaged in a “sickout,” making 
a trip across San Francisco into a har- 
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formed and under-disastered. 

But there was a continuing 
drought in California, one which 
probably won't but certainly possibly 
maybe could be the kind of thou- 
sand-yearer that California, before 
humans were around to hashtag it, was 
not unfamiliar with. 

Fears of a desert planet were only 
abated by fears of a deluge in Decem- 
ber that had believers herding their 
chihuahua-mixes two-by-two into their 
mighty Priuses after taking to Twitter 
to suggest names for the storm so that 
future generations would know what 
we all agreed to hashtag the thing 
before it swept us all away. Despite its 
persistence, #Hypepocalypse 2014 
was not nearly enough to wash away 
the sinners, leaving us damp but cutely 
rain-booted and, according to NASA, 
only 11 trillion gallons shy of getting 
out of this drought once and for all. 

These fears secreted onto our 
movie screens as, time and time 
again, San Francisco was destroyed: by 
Johnny Depp’s piercing singularity in 
Transcendence, by clever cultural appro- 
priation in Big Hero 6, by simian neglect 
in Dawn of the Planet of the Apes, by 
goddamn Godzilla. That look, that 
common look, it’s getting out there, it’s 
on all the faces now as more and more 


rowing and at times impossible affair. 
This was, amazingly, not the year’s 
lowlight in misguided transit direct 
actions. Following November revela- 
tions that an Uber executive pondered 
hiring opposition-research profession- 
als to smear critics in the media, 
cabdrivers — a group that never 
misses an opportunity to miss an op- 
portunity — decided to capitalize on 
the car-hire company’s toxic persona 
by staging a demonstration at San 
Francisco International Airport that 
induced mass gridlock and likely led to 
ordinary people missing their flights. 
Uber, meanwhile, quietly doubled 
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Post-quake downtown Napa. 


people beyond the Bay Area recognize 
the tenuousness of our grasp on this 
peninsula and, by extension, their own. 
And if they don't, there’s always 
another chance to remind them as San 
Francisco will no doubt get destroyed in 
2015 in Ant-Man, Terminator Genisys, or 
in San Andreas by the goddamn Rock. 
Not all destruction is physical, 
though. San Francisco’s actual demise 
may have been preceded by a spiritual 
death with this year’s season of The 
Real World. It is foretold: The end 
will come by Ex-plosion, and the well- 
tanned survivors will rut adorably 
in the ruins, stopping only to fortify 
themselves on sandwiches scavenged 
from Subway and consider what it all 
meant on long, meandering walks seen 


by no one. BRR 





its valuation to $40 billion. There’s 
a lesson here, somewhere. 

A lesson many San Franciscans 
seemed to miss, sadly, is “look both 
ways before you cross.” That’s good 
to do in a city where drivers don’t 
always drive so well. Cops beefed up 
enforcement in this the “Year of the 
Citation,” even handing a ticket to 
an 86-year-old jaywalker, who'd 
been struck by a car, while he recu- 
perated in General Hospital. 

Pedestrian deaths in 2014 appear 
to be down from the 2013 totals. Re- 
portage on the subject, however, was 
up, up, up. JE 
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By Anna Roth 


When culinary historians look 
back on 2014, will they remember that 
chicken wings were a big deal? That ramen 
was suddenly everywhere, that a handful of 
breweries opened, that the city saw a resur- 
gence in oyster bars? Or will they consider 
this the beginning of a sea change in the 
way we think about the restaurant? I'd hope 
for the latter, because this was the year that 
the transformative forces of tech finally in- 
filtrated the dining scene and challenged 
conventions — like tipping, reservations, 
and delivery — that we've long taken for 
granted. Chicken wings and ramen will be 
replaced with equally arbitrary foods on 
2015's trend lists, but the reverberations 
from this year’s institutional shakeups 
could be felt for several more to come. 
Reservations were the first thing 
to come under fire this year, after a 
handful of startups began scalping res- 
ervations at popular tables, prompting 
a flurry of hot takes about the purpose 
and efficacy of the reservation system 
in general. A few prix-fixe restaurants in 
town, Lazy Bear and Coi, even ditched 
traditional reservations altogether in 
favor of Tock, the all-the-rage advance 
ticketing system developed by a Chi- 
cago restauranteur that treats meals 
like sporting events or concerts. Tock 
investor Thomas Keller plans to adopt 
the system at the French Laundry next 
year, which will no doubt prompt many 
others to shamble along after. 
Restaurant tickets are all-inclusive, 
eliminating the need to tip — a practice 
that some in the industry say is out- 
dated as S.F. begins its three-year climb 
to $15 minimum wage and restaurant 
owners scramble to retain talent in an 
increasingly crowded and expensive 
market. Restaurants like Bar Agricole, 
Comal, Camino, and the upcoming Aster 
have announced that they'll switch to a 


Chicken wings were a 
big deal in 2014, 
though not the 
biggest. 
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flat 20 percent service fee to help cover 
costs and even out the pay discrepancies 
between front- and back-of-house. Oak- 
land’s Toast has developed a hybrid tip/ 
service charge model. Expect the concept 
of tipping to evolve in 2015 and beyond. 
It was a good year to be a recluse, as 
the city saw major strides in food de- 
livery technology. Startups like Sprig 
and Spoonrocket started offering cheap, 
healthy-ish lunches and dinners that 
could be ordered with a few taps of an 
app and arrive like magic 10 minutes lat- 
er. If you were seized with a specific crav- 
ing, Caviar and Postmates were willing 
to fetch you takeout from more or less 
any restaurant in the city. And Instacart 
made it possible to get groceries from Bi- 
Rite and Rainbow delivered in less than 
an hour, which proved to be a godsend if 
you were busy or sick or just terribly lazy. 
Other things that happened: Local 
high-end restaurateur Daniel Pat- 
terson announced a partnership with 
L.A. chef Roy Choi to open a healthy, af- 
fordable fast food chain, beginning with 
one of the Tenderloin’s most dangerous 
corners. Berkeley became the first city in 
the country to pass a Soda tax. Tartine 
and Blue Bottle announced expan- 
sions to Tokyo. America’s Statistician 
Laureate Nate Silver concluded that La 
Taqueria made the best burrito in the 
country, which led to predictably long 
lines and complaining about said lines. 
Courts ruled that Yelp could charge 
restaurant owners for higher ratings on 
the site, prompting an outcry and maybe 
the beginnings of a backlash. Beloved 
Bay Area establishments like Incanto, 
Cuco’s, Joe’s Cable Car, and Drake’s Bay 
Oyster Company closed for good, but 
long-awaited sequels to Brenda’s French 
Soul Food, Bar Agricole, Magnolia Brew- 
ing, and State Bird Provisions finally 
opened. And despite the disruptions, 
the city kept turning on its 
culinary axis. 


Nathaniel Y. Downes 


TONIGHT! LIMITED TICKETS AT THE DOOR 
STREETS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


KILL PARIS * VICEROY 
TRAVISWILD * AARON AXELSEN 


VOTED: “BEST EVENT IN SAN FRANCISCO” 


CHROMEONYE.COM 
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By Emma Silvers 


To talk about the San Fran- 
cisco music scene in 2014, you must talk 
about growing pains. Locally, the influx 
of wealth drove rent prices to outrageous 
heights, residential development threat- 
ened our favorite venues (see: any story 
about the Elbo Room), and the al- 
ways-simmering conversation about how 
to prevent new money from driving out 
the city’s artists and musicians just about 
boiled over. Meanwhile, the music indus- 
try as a whole was undergoing the worst 
year, financially, since the beginning of 
record sales. 

This did not go undocumented. Art- 
ists, producers, and music critics spilled 
a lot of ink this year trying to make two 
plus two add up to something other 
than four: a way to stem the new digital 
distribution methods’ drain on mu- 
sicians’ livelihoods, or to close up the 
Pandora’s box (sorry) presented by 
free streaming services, long after most 
people had gotten used to the idea that 
they should be able to listen to any- 
thing they want, at any time, for free. 
This is akin to presenting a group of 
preschoolers with a neverending cookie 
buffet and then announcing that while 
they could just eat all they want until 
the end of time, they should really con- 
sider chipping in something, because 
the cookies took some people a lot of 
money and time to make, and, you 


know, Taylor Swift has cats to feed. 
Not a perfect analogy, but: We learned 
this year that there are no take-backs. 

It’s at the intersection of these two 
conversations that the year’s most 
interesting conflicts, like social me- 
dia-friendly pimples, came to a head. 
Even before the Great Pomplamoose 
Backlash of Thanksgiving 2014 
(is there any greater symbol for the 
artist-techie tension than a musician 
who also runs a startup, or, depending 
on whom you ask, a startup guy mas- 
querading as a musician?), internet 
shouting matches replaced intelligent 
dialogue, as we learned that no one 
— not Steve Albini, not Dave Grohl 
— had the answers. At the same time, 
it was difficult to escape the question 
of how, exactly, San Francisco’s music 
scene would survive, as my esteemed 
predecessor covered in a widely dis- 
cussed SF Weekly cover story. In May, 
local label Crime On the Moon put 
out a compilation called San Francisco Is 
Doomed. In June, Thee Parkside hosted 
lineup of bands under the moniker the 
“Not Dead Yet Fest.’ 

The good news? The Bay Area is still 
a goddamn magical place for music, 
and I'd invite you to put down your 
phone (you're pissing off the person 
standing behind you at the show, 
anyway) and shake your fist at anyone 
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John Vanderslice 


who tells you differently. The deaths 
(Cafe du Nord, the Uptown) might 
reverberate louder than the births, but 
the births are everywhere: Leo’s Music 
Club. Soundbox at Davies Sym- 
phony Hall. The Oasis. The Bay Area 
Record Fair. Oakland Drops Beats. 
Noise Pop will reopen the Swedish 
American Hall in February. Other 
vital signs: Viracocha got an entertain- 
ment permit. 924 Gilman got official 
nonprofit status. John Vanderslice had 
a New Yorker feature. Souls of Mis- 
chief returned with an opus. Merrill 
Garbus became a bona fide superstar. 
Hardly Strictly Bluegrass contin- 
ued to be the best damn music festival 
in the country. Christopher Owens 
promised me he’s not going anywhere. 
As for 2015: Just this week, we 
got word that S.F. Supervisor London 
Breed introduced legislation to help 
protect the city’s venues from de- 
velopment. That won't fix everything. 
Nothing will, and easy answers will 
continue to elude us. But make no mis- 
take: That sound you hear isn’t a death 
rattle. It’s a scene shifting, adjusting, 
accommodating, reshaping. Growing 
pains. Here’s hoping we all come back a 
little less awkward on the other side. 





Thematically, San Francisco is 
a city with no middle ground. Things 
veer from very, very good to very, very 
bad; income inequality is on par with 
that of Rwanda. 

This is an overarching pattern even 
our sports teams managed to fit into 
this year. Starting with the good news, 
the San Francisco Giants captured 
their third World Series in five seasons: 
Huzzah! After winning the pennant on 
a walk-off blast by Travis Ishikawa, 
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the Giants and Kansas City Royals went 
the full seven games. The local team won 


due to a herculean effort from Madi- 


son Bumgarner, who, dare we say it, 


matched and bettered Sandy Koufax’s 
performance in the ’65 Series. 

Impossible. And yet it happened. 

It was a thoroughly abysmal season 
for the 49ers, meanwhile, as they 
decamped to Santa Clara and everything 
went to shit. The team played dreadfully, 
coach Jim Harbaugh returned to the 


(lucrative) womb of the University of 
Michigan, and the Niners were a virtu- 
al Botany Bay of the South Bay as the 
team led the league in players arrested. 

Who's got it better than us? 
Everybody. 

Well, not everybody. Midway 
through its second season, the San 
Francisco Bulls’ experiment in 
minor-league city hockey abruptly 
failed as the team folded. 

They live on, however, on eBay. JE 





By Erin Sherbert 


If you’ve lived in the Bay Area 
long enough, almost nothing would, or 
should, shock you. But 2014 managed to 
impart a new level of shame upon us — 
and that is shocking. And we’re not 
talking about naked acrobats or even 
men who copulate with BART 
seats in-between bouts of smoking 
crack. That was so 2013. 

Someone ought to coin a new 
phrase for all the unbelievable shit 
that went down in 2014, starting 
with Bank of America’s jarring credit 
card offer mailed to “Lisa Is A Slut 
Mclintire.” That offer was extended 
in February, and the bank still can’t 
explain how or why the Menlo Park 
writer was so christened. 

Speaking of people who can’t 
explain how or why, airport security 
personnel in San Francisco and San 
Jose managed to allow serial stow- 
away Marilyn Hartman to slip 
though their fingers, and, on multiple 
occasions, board a plane. Her desired 
destination was Hawaii, but, on the 
sole occasion Hartman managed to 
take to the air, she was arrested in 
Los Angeles upon landing. San Fran- 
ciscans, who are both tech-savvy and 
cause-oriented, created a Kickstarter 
dedicated to raising the funds to send 
Hartman to the Aloha State. Hartman 
subsequently claimed to be a decade- 
slong victim of FBI persecution. 

To be shocking and amusing is 
part of the fabric of San Francisco. 
But 2014 revealed (on video) a 
not-so-amusing cast of char- 
acters. Desmond Hague 
comes to mind. The CEO of 
Centerplate, the catering 
company for the San Fran- 
cisco Giants (and many 
other franchises), was 
caught on elevator video 
kicking and dragging a pup- 
py. And then there was the 
mercifully unnamed boozy 
Chinatown tour guide, 
who embarrassed San Francisco 
with her profanity-laced, racist 
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rant against Chinatown and all its 
inhabitants. Worst of all: Her audience 
cheered the “Fuck Chinatown” sermon. 

One ugly incident can cancel out all 
the cuteness that happens at the San 
Francisco Zoo. That came when a 
hydraulic door last month crushed the 
zoo’s 16-month-old gorilla, Kabibe. It 
was later determined that the doors 
were outdated and unsafe; they hada 
history of jamming and unexpectedly 
closing. Zookeepers claimed their 
warnings were ignored. 

The episode that perhaps most apt- 
ly illustrates the dark trajectory of San 
Francisco's insanity stars disgraced 
state Sen. Leland Yee. The San 
Francisco political fixture made na- 
tional headlines with his alleged role 
in masterminding a bizarre scheme to 
run guns to Filipino jihadis. Ostensible 
friends and foes alike have long de- 
cried “The Human Jukebox” Yee as the 
consummate pay-to-play politician. 
Yee getting busted wasn’t a surprise. 
Yee getting busted on gun-running 
allegations: Surprising. 

“Tell them write some fucking 
checks, man” he was caught barking to 
a subordinate on an FBI wiretap. That 
doesn’t sound good. But, if Yee beats 
the rap, there appears to be an open- 
ing for him as a tour guide. 
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THE SEAR IN 


¢ On May 20, a Maserati that 
roared into the Potrero Muni yard “at 
a high-rate of speed” and came toa 
halt wedged in a work pit at 3:30 a.m. 
turned out to be driven by a 21-year- 
old intern borrowing his boss’s car. 
He flunked a field sobriety test and was 
booked for misdemeanor DUI. 


- A would-be airline passenger in 
Sonoma attempted to secret an 8.5" 
inch knife in an enchilada. He 
failed. He also probably missed his 
flight. 


- Vandals flipping Smart Cars 
throughout the city had international 
journalists attempting to wring deeper 
meanings out of what was probably 
just a spate of large men tossing about 
small cars. 


- Rebecca Katz, the aptly named 
director of San Francisco’s Department 
of Animal Care and Control, was fired. 
Not long thereafter, she landed on 
her paws, scooping up the same job in 
Oakland. 


- The Chevy Volt in which Mayor Ed 
Lee is chauffeured around the city by 
police officers was photographed parked 
at a bus stop and a crosswalk. An SF 
Weekly records request revealed that 
the mayor was let off the hook for 
parking tickets another half a dozen 
times while in this same vehicle. 


- In front of an ebullient World Se- 
ries parade crowd of several hundred 
thousand, baseball savant Madison 
Bumgarner drawled, “I love those 
signs back there. Those are great.” One 
of the signs in question depicted the 
head of Fox announcer Joe Buck. The 
other was a massive, orange penis em- 
blazoned with three World Series rings. 


- A “tagbook” in the back pocket 
of a San Francisco cop decorated with 
a sticker reading “The Beatings Will 
Continue Until Morale Improves” 
was posted on Twitter. It went viral. 
A dictum banning stickers on officers’ 
tagbooks soon followed. 


- Ina feel-good story, a pack of pas- 
sengers on an August N-Judah train 
blocked by an ill-parked car deboarded, 
carried the car off the tracks, got 
back on the train, and rolled off. 


- The Board of Supervisors approved 
an ordinance to change the name 


of Lech Walesa Street to Dr. Tom 
Waddell Place. The Polish leader’s 
homophobic rants hastened the urge 
to honor the deceased Gay Games 
founder. 


SF Weekly writer Silke Tudor was 
credited by the Oxford English Dictio- 
nary for the earliest known citation of 
the word “faux-hawk’ in the Aug. 7, 
1996, edition of this paper. The sen- 
tence in question: “No, it’s just Space- 
hog, says a frail-looking black-haired 
moppet with a faux-hawk. ‘Fucking 
British shit.” 


- During a July Board of Supervisors 
meeting it sure as hell sounded like 
Mayor Ed Lee referred to Supervisor 
John Avalos as “Supervisor Ass- 
hole.” 


- Escaped county jail inmate Tim- 
othy Midgett was apprehended in 
June, a week after he opportunistically 
ran through an open door while taking 
out the trash. He was bunking in a 
homeless shelter less than three-tenths 
of a mile from his jail cell. 


¢ A San Francisco startup put out 

an ad for a woman to clean up its 
messes, humor its French bulldogs, 
cook its paleo meals, do the dishes, and 
also handle light manual labor and do 
the company’s social media and office 
management and its workers’ per- 
sonal calendars. Part-time. 
No benefits. 


¢ San Francisco ar- 
borist Chad Brey 
did his city proud 
and won April’s 
North American 
Tree Climbing 
Championship. 


- A pair of dogs 
onstage during a 
San Francisco Ballet 
performance of Giselle 
brought down the house 
when one mounted the 
other and began thrusting 
away. Future performances wisely used 
only one dog at a time. 





- A February report from the city’s 
Budget and Legislative Analyst claimed 
San Francisco lost $11.5 million 
hosting the America’s Cup. The 2017 it- 
eration of the regatta, incidentally, will 
be in Bermuda. 
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- Billionaire venture capitalist Tom 
Perkins transcended the bounds of 
human decency via a letter to the Wall 
Street Journal in January in which he 
likened the current round of sniping 
against San Francisco's ascendant tech 
elite to Kristallnacht — the state-spon- 
sored 1938 Nazi pogrom that left a 
minimum of 91 Jews murdered when 
government-led thugs burned syna- 
gogues, ransacked Jewish homes and 
businesses, and shattered countless 
windows. 


- Among all the consumer injustices 
Uber engages in, company vice pres- 
ident Emil Michael’s notion of dig- 
ging up dirt on journalists who write 
unflattering things about Uber got the 
most attention — even if it wasn’t the 
worst. 


- Sarah Slocum became the post- 
er child for Glassholes across San Fran- 
cisco, and the poster child for why com- 
panies should be a little more careful 
whom they anoint their poster children. 


- HiddenCash: Probably the only 
obnoxiously rich person that San Fran- 
ciscans embraced. The controversial 
real estate investor Jason Buzi went un- 
dercover, dropping wads of simoleons 
in hidden parts of the city, and using 
Twitter to steer money-hungry people 
toward the prize. 


¢ After the FBI raid- 
ed former political 
operative Ryan 
Chamber- 
lain’s flat, 
accusing him 
of building 
a bomb and 
purchasing 
toxins, San 
Franciscans 
were told 
authorities 
were conduct- 
ing a “national 
manhunt.” Cham- 
berlain, however, 
holed up at local bars and 
was apprehended at Crissy Field, by 
local cops, only three miles from his 
apartment. 


- Jeremy Meeks, aka “Hot Felon,” 
was perhaps the only person who did 
something really bad this year and came 
out looking really good. Or in his case, 


smokin’ hot. ES & JE 
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Robin Williams: What it feels Guardian served the city well when 
like when a comedy turns out tohave it needed a voice for the progressive, 


a tragic ending. the weird, the San Franciscan. 
Whether its mission got muddled or 
Lexington Club: The Mission’s the city just changed into something 
venerable lesbian club shocked else entirely, the loss of yet another 
many by announcing its journalistic source of insight 














end-of-year shuttering 
in October. Rising 
costs were named 
as the cause, 
transforming 

the bar into 
another sad 
metaphor to 

be buried in 

the pauper’s 
section of the 
Sign of the 

Times Cemetery. 


and critique is a loss to 
us all. 


Santa: Once 
upon a time, 
SantaCon was 
created to 
call attention 
to the crass 
commercialism 
of the season. 
Soon enough, 
like other 
such once- 


The Oldest noble pursuits 
Bison in Golden as democracy and 
Gate Park: Not, con- brunch, it became a 
trary to some misguided drunken perambulation, 
belief, animatronic, the oldest a plague, really, in festive 









bison in Golden Gate 
Park, named Last Cow, 
died in November at 


colors. The organizers 
this year decided to 
declare it over by 


the age of 22. staging a funeral 
complete with a 
Empress Santa in a coffin, 


of China: The 
multistory Chi- 
natown restau- 
rant, home to so 


which processed 
through a 
crowded Union 
Square and was 


many weddings soundtracked 
and events in by the wailing 
its half-century of many, many 

of existence, had children. 


gone downhill since 


the celebs in on its wall "© koozmin The Panda: Pablo 
of fading headshots paid their Sandoval got a better deal 
respects. But its elaborate dé- from the Boston Red Sox, 


which is all fine and 
good, but what the 
city will really miss 
are the adorable 
panda hats, 
which may soon 
face extinction. 


cor and Instagrammable 
views will be missed. 












Candlestick 
Park: So ugly, 
uncomfortable, 
and dangerous, 
it is supposedly 
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INTRODUCING FOUR WILDLY CREATIVE AND BEAUTIFUL NEW FILMS. 


the real reason MyRed- ALL FILMS PRESENTED IN THEIR OR/GINAL JASANESE LANGUAGE, WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES. 
The Beatles book.com: 

broke up after The online 

playing there. sex-services 


But it ultimately 
housed two teams 
that get called 
dynasties, so that’s 
something to think 


marketplace al- 
legedly run out of 
good old normally 
square Silicon Valley 
was shut down by the 





Te 
about as you watch both enelp feds in July, leaving visitors 
teams play in newer digs while you to the site titillated not by profiles of THE TALS OF THE PRINCESS KaGUvs WELOOME TO ThE SPwot SHOW KINGDOM OF ORLANS AMD MADNESS 
sit in your living room inthe stadium _ prostitutes but by the sensual curves 


seats you bought from The ’Stick be- of the official seals of the FBI, IRS, JAN 8-31, 2015 »- SCREENING ROOM 


fore they dynamited the thing. and Department of Justice. The idea 
of having to once again troll street 


San Francisco Bay Guardian: corners for companionship became as YBCA.ORG/NEW-ANIME 
A competitor, then enemy, then, to weird as other obsolete activities like 
the surprise of all concerned, a sister “making friends in real life” or “having 
to this very publication, the Bay long conversations in person.” BRR 
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Thu 1/1| Water Sports 


PLUNGE INTO 2015 NAKED 
AND SCREAMING 


Scant hours after the last mumbled re- 
frains of “Auld Lang Syne” have faded, 
new voices hark the arrival of the new 
year at Ocean Beach. Voices screaming 
“cold!” “so cold!” And, “oh God, my yar- 
bles!” Whether it’s called a polar plunge, 
penguin dip, or manatee flop, dashing 
into frigid water is a popular New Year's 
Day pastime around the world. Similar 
plunges from New Hampshire to the 
Netherlands boast actual freezing tem- 
peratures, but San Francisco's balmier 
dive is still best followed by a stiff drink 
and a seat by the fireplace at the Riptide 
bar in the Outer Sunset. The plunge is 
clothing-optional, but do bring a light 
jacket — this is the Outer Sunset, after all. 

Polar plungers start hitting the 
surf at noon at Ocean Beach and Tar- 
aval Street, S.E, and festivities follow 
afterward at Riptide, 3639 Taraval 
St., S.E. Free; riptidesf.com. Giselle 
Velazquez 


Fri1/2 | Theater 


SECOND CHANCE FOR 
BATTERED PLAY 


In 2012, David Mamet’s The Anar- 
chist, a “cage match of wits” between a 
longtime inmate and her warden in a fe- 
male penitentiary, premiered at Broad- 
ways John Golden Theater. Tony Award 
winner Patti LuPone played Cathy, the 
reformed murderess, opposite Academy 
Award nominee Debra Winger as Ann 
the parole officer. Despite the involve- 
ment of so many luminaries, the play 
sank like a stone, closing after a mere 23 
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previews and 17 performances. This 
month, Theatre Rhinoceros revives the 
verbally dense, psychologically claustro- 
phobic drama with Tamar Cohn as the 
cop-killing lesbian anarchist. Velina 
Brown plays the prison psychologist who 
must determine if certain wrongs are un- 
pardonable. Directed by John Fisher, the 
Rhino's version prudently limits The An- 
archist’s West Coast premiere to a mere 
13 shows, allowing the play to come un- 
der the scrutiny of the public once more, 
without the promise of a long sentence. 

Theatre Rhinoceros’ The Anarchist 
premieres at 8 p.m. and runs through 
Jan. 17 at Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson 
St., S.E $15-$30; therhino.org. Irene 
Hsiao 


Mon 1/5 | Cinema 


WOMAN 1, GOLDEN GATE 
BRIDGE CRASH O 


The repetition of work, eat, sleep, work, 
eat, sleep can be like wearing blinders. 
What happens when we lose sight of 
what is important in life? When local 
AIDS specialist Dr. Grace Dammann sur- 
vived a nearly fatal car crash on the 
Golden Gate Bridge, it was up to her own 
willpower — and that of her partner Fu 
Schroeder — to rebuild her life. In 
States of Grace, filmmakers Helen S. 
Cohen and Mark Lipman show us how 
one family not only overcame a mon- 
strous setback, but turned that experi- 
ence into a blessing. Winner of several 
honors, including the audience award 
from the Napa Valley Film Festival, the 
Mill Valley Film Festival, and the Seattle 
Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, States of 
Grace shows just how resilient a human 
can become when backed by a loving and 
supportive family. 
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Open Studio Productions presents 
States of Grace at 7:30 p.m. at the Bal- 
boa Theatre, 3630 Balboa St., S.F., and 
it continues through various locations 
in San Francisco, Berkeley, Oakland, 
and San Rafael. $7.50-$11; 586-3421 
or openstudioproductions.com. Laura 
Jaye Cramer 


Sat 1/3 | Ye Olde Partee 


THE 12TH NIGHT 
OF DEBAUCHERY 


Firmly rooted in Roman Saturnalia, 
Yuletide was long celebrated by drinking, 
gambling, and deliberately upending all 
social conventions. The riotous nature of 
the 12-day féte is still keenly felt in the 
script of Shakespeare's The Twelfth 
Night, which is thought to have been pre- 
sented first to Queen Elizabeth I’s court 
— because the Elizabethans knew how 
to party. Naturally, we were gladdened to 
learn that the Virgin Queen is hosting 
this year’s annual Boar's Head Festi- 
val & Mid-Winter Gala. Internation- 
ally lauded countertenor Brian Asawa 
joins San Francisco Renaissance Voices 
in providing period music. “Ambassa- 
dors” from China offer traditional dances 
from the Imperial Court of the Emperor 
Kangxi with the San Francisco Renais- 
sance Dancers. And after the concert — 
once the roasted pig is set and the mead 
is flowing — the unpredictable “Lords of 
Misrule” will no doubt crash the party to 
lead everyone in a rousing chorus of 
“The Boar’s Head Carol”: “In honor of the 
King of Bliss/Which on this day to be 
served is/In the hall of the Queen.” 
Mead is served at 7 p.m. with a con- 
cert and dinner to follow at Seventh 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 1329 
Seventh Ave., S.E $25-$50; 664-2543, 
ext. 3, or sfrvoices.org. Silke Tudor 
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aaa a LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. Jet Martinez & Chor Boogie: 
Balance: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through 
Jan. 3. 111 Minna, San Francisco., 974-1719, 111min- 
nagallery.com. 

1AM Gallery. Bask & Tes One: Side By Side: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. 1000 Howard, San Francisco., 
861-5089, lamsf.com. 

a.Muse Gallery. Victoria Wagner & Alex Garcia: Form 
& Content: Through Jan. 10, 2015. 614 Alabama, 
San Francisco., 279-6281, yourmusegallery.com. 

Adobe Books. Anonymously Altered Again: Through 
Jan. 2, 2015. 3130 24th St., San Francisco., 864- 


te A 


mmm 
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Fri1/2 | Theater 


FIRST LADY INLOVE 


3936, adobebooks.com. 

Alter Space. Matthew Gottschalk: This Is Where Home 
Is: New work in sculpture and video. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 10. 1158 Howard, 
San Francisco., 735-1158, alterspace.co. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. They Are Full of Holly...: 
Catalog launch and group exhibition featuring 
Creativity Explored artists Laron Bickerstaff, 
Pablo Calderon, Camille Holvoet, Vincent Jackson, 
John Patrick McKenzie, and James Miles. Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 10. 1246 Folsom, San Francisco., 298-7969, 
arc-sf.com. 

Art Attack SF. Matthew Robertson: Rooms: Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 5. 2272A 
Hyde, San Francisco., 814-3136, artattacksf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Tales of the Uncanny: Group 
show featuring the work of Marc Burckhardt, 
Sandra Yagi, Hanna Faith Yata, and Mila Sketch. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
31. 210 Golden Gate, San Francisco., 926-8573, 
bashcontemporary.com. 

Berkeley City College. Student Art Show: Fall 2014: 
Inthe Jerry Adams Gallery. Mondays-Fridays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 23. 2050 Center St., Berkeley, 
510-981-2800, berkeleycitycollege.edu. 

Campfire Gallery. Cindy Steiler & Amber Jean Young: 
Vestiges: Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Contin- 
ues through Jan. 11. 3344 24th St., San Francisco., 
800-7319, campfiregallery.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Wanxin Zhang: Totem: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 3. 
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LigoranoReese: IAMI: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 3. 248 Utah, San Francisco., 
399-1439, cclarkgallery.com. 

City Limits. Making Space: Flat Files Program Launch: 
Group show featuring Sarah Hotchkiss, Mary Anne 
Kluth, David Lasley, Jodie Mack, Sam Mell, and John 
Zane Zappas. Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 
10. 300 Jefferson, Oakland, citylimitsgallery.com. 

Corden|Potts Gallery. David Pace: Market Day: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 31. 
49 Geary, San Francisco., 680-5997, cordenpotts- 
gallery.com. 

Creativity Explored. Annual Holiday Art Sale at 
Creativity Explored: Through Dec. 31. free. 3245 
16th St., San Francisco., 863-2108, creativityex- 
plored.org. 

David Brower Center. Art/Act: Maya Lin: Exhi- 
bition featuring recent sculptures by the 
environmentally minded Bay Area artist. Mon- 
days-Fridays, Sundays. Continues through Feb. 
4. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 510-809-0900, 








browercenter.org. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Sherie’ Franssen: The 
Gorgeous Nothings: New abstract paintings. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 
210 Post, San Francisco., 956-3560, dolbychad- 
wickgallery.com. 

Dolores Park Cafe. Walt Hall: Through Feb. 5, 2015. 
501 Dolores, San Francisco., 621-2936, dolore- 
sparkcafe.com. 

The Dryansky Gallery. Jilian Adi Monribot: Facets 
- The Mystery of Self: Wednesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 15. 2120 Union, San Francisco., 
932-9302, thedryansky.com. 

The Emerald Tablet. Quiet Lightning: SPARKLE & 
bLINK: Exhibition of cover art from Quiet Lightning's 
SPARKLE & bLINK lit journal, including artwork by 
Todd T. Brown, Adam Carlin, Fuzz Grant, Tanya Hollis, 
Laura Ceron Melo, Luis Pinto, Wesley Powell, Maga 
Rincon, Sidney Stretz, Nigel Sussman, and Cate 
White. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 80 Fresno, San 
Francisco., 500-2323, emtab.org. 


MTT CONDUCTS 
STRAVINSKY’S 


SOLDIERS 
—e TALE 


JANUARY 16-18-17 











NARRATED BY 
ELVIS COSTELLO 


Et al.. Lauren Marsden: 5 Types in 3 Parts: Five fictional 
archetypes — The Seasonal Bachelor, The Frisky 
Entrepreneur, The Sociopathic Gentleman, The 
Affectionate Drug Dealer, and The Son of a Dead 
Rock Star — are made flesh via collaborations with 
actors, a typographer, and an SFPD composite 
artist. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 16. 620 Kearny, San Francisco., 269-4873, 
etaletc.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Sam Flores: A Light in the 
Darkness: New paintings. Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. 252 Fillmore, San Francisco., 252-9144, 
fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. The Plot Thickens: 35th Anniver- 
sary Exhibition: 100-photograph group show. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 
49 Geary, San Francisco., 981-2661, fraenkelgal- 
lery.com. 

Gallery 16. Reed Anderson: House of Yes: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 17. 501 
Third St., San Francisco., 626-7495, gallery16.com. 





“I wish I could lie down beside you tonight and take you in my arms,’ wrote Eleanor 
Roosevelt in one of 2,336 letters she penned over the course of 30 years to journal- 
ist Lorena Hickok. Known as “Hick,” the female Associated Press reporter became a 
friend, companion, and lover to the so-called “First Lady of the World.” Roosevelt’s 
secret lover is the star of a one-woman play researched, written, and acted by Terry 
Baum with playwright Pat Bond. Directed by Carolyn Myers, the set design by Vola 
Ruben incorporates reproductions of Roosevelt’s handwriting. Hick: A Love 
Story: The Romance of Lorena Hickok & Eleanor Roosevelt provides a 
long-suppressed look at the life, love, and work of the spunky journalist who chroni- 
cled the Depression and served as chief investigator of the Federal Emergency Relief 
Administration and executive secretary of the Women’s Division of the Democratic 
National Committee. 

Crackpot Crones and Lilith Theater present Hick: A Love Story: The Romance 
of Lorena Hickok & Eleanor Roosevelt at 8 p.m. and it runs through Jan. 25 at 
Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant St., Berkeley. $20; (800) 838-3006 or crack- 
potcrones.com. Irene Hsiao 
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Gallery Wendi Norris. Helen Rebekah Garber: Num- 
bers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 
9. Eva Schlegel: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 9. 161 Jessie, San Francisco., 346-7812, 
gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. 2-Year Anniversary Group Show: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 14. 
1040 Larkin, San Francisco., 590-2303, gaunt- 
letgallery.com. 

Glass Key Photo. San Francisco Found II: Photographs 
printed from vintage Kodachrome slides originally 
shot in San Francisco from 1945-'65. Through Jan. 
6, 2015. 442 Haight, San Francisco., 829-9946, 
glasskeyphoto.com. 

Harvey Milk Photography Center. Fred Lyon: Pho- 
tography: Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 10. 50 Scott, San Francisco., 554-9522, 
harveymilkphotocenter.org. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Andrew Schoultz: Blown to Bits: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 260 
Utah, San Francisco., 495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 

Incline Gallery. Anniversary Salon Show: Featuring 
over 25 artists. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 31. 766 Valencia, San Francisco., 
inclinegallerysf.com. 

Luggage Store Projects. t.w.five: Automaton X: 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
31. 457 Haight, San Francisco., 255-5971, luggage- 
storegallery.org. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. The Affordable Art Series: 
Group show featuring 10"x10” works by 23 urban 
contemporary artists. Mondays, Thursdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 27. 3318 22nd St., San 
Francisco., 647-5888, lunarienne.com. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. Ohlone Elders and Youth 
Speak: Restoring a California Legacy: Through 
Jan. 4, 2015. 100 Larkin, San Francisco., 557-4277, 
sfpl.org. 

Mezzanine Gallery. Philippe Jestin: Pour Lines: 
Through Jan. 13, 2015. 342 Grant, San Francisco., 
394-0500, hoteltriton.com. 

Modern Eden. Second Annual “Wanderlust” Interna- 
tional Exhibition: Group show of postcard-sized 
works featuring imaginary travel images by more 
than 50 artists. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 3. Catherine Moore: Girlhood Dreams 
& Darker Things: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 3. 801 Greenwich, San Francisco., 
956-3303, moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Fan Ho: A Hong Kong Memoir: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, San Francisco., 732-0300, modernbook.com. 

Modernism. Gottfried Helnwein: Of Mice & Children: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 10. 
685 Market, San Francisco., 541-0461, modern- 
isminc.com. 

Paolo Mejia. Elegies: Works in Abstraction: Group 
show featuring Anthony Anchundo, Jerry Frost, 
Alan Miguel Hall, Paolo Mejia, Ann Simms, and Matt 
Taylor. Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4. 4343 
Third St., San Francisco., paolomejia.com. 

Pier 14. Flaming Lotus Girls: Soma: The large-scale 
metal sculptors of Burning Man fame present their 
latest work — a twisting neural form featuring 
interactive LED light patterns — on outdoor display. 
Through July 1, 2015. Embarcadero at Mission, 
San Francisco. 

Pier 24 Photography. Secondhand: Group show 
featuring more than a dozen artists who rework 
a wide variety of found images. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through May 1. Pier 24, San Francisco., 
512-7424, pier24.org. 

Public Works. A Tribute to Robin Williams: A Life 
Celebration through Art: Memorial art show and 
dance party with music by Snail Trail, The Klown, DJ 
Damien Gonzalez. Sat., Jan. 3, 8 p.m. $15. 161 Erie, 
San Francisco., 932-0955, publicsf.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. Vanessa Marsh & Jessica 
Skloven: New works by RayKo’s seasonal Art- 
ists-in-Residence (in the main gallery). Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 3. City 
College of San Francisco's Portfolio Class Exhibition: 
CCSF student photography showcase (in the side 
gallery). Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 3. 428 Third St., San Francisco., 495-3773, 
raykophoto.com. 

The Reclaimed Room at Building REsources. The 
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90 SHADES OF SNARK 





Matthew Murphy 


It’s been called “devoid of talent” by The New York Times and “a sad joke, puny of 
plot” by the Huffington Post. It’s the book you're most likely to turn around on 
the shelf before inviting company over, or bury in your lap while riding public 
transportation. It’s Twilight-fan-fiction-turned-best-seller 50 Shades of Grey, the 
unexpectedly successful train wreck of a book that has spawned a feature film 
(set to release in early 2015), a classical music album, a board game, and 50 
Shades! The Musical Parody. In this take on the story, the dark, serious 
bondage is replaced by hilarious raunchiness — all set to an original score. 
Whether you're a diehard fan or simply love to hate the book, 50 Shades! The Mu- 
sical Parody has something for just about everyone. Because if the combination 
of over-the-top characters, singing, and BDSM don’t sound like an entertaining 


evening, you might be kidding yourself. 


SHN presents 50 Shades! The Musical Parody at 8 p.m. and it continues 
through Feb. 5 at the Marines’ Memorial Theater, 609 Sutter St., S.F. $55- 
$85; 746-1799 or shnsf.com. Laura Jaye Cramer 


Workers’ Show: Group exhibit spotlighting Building 
REsources employee creations. Through Jan. 
2, 2015. 701 Amador, San Francisco., 285-7814, 
reclaimedroom.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Debra Bloomfield: Wilderness: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, San Francisco., 421-0122, kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. Twenty Favorite Photographs: 
Group show featuring works by Roy Blakey, Imogen 
Cunningham, Walker Evans, Aaron Siskind, Ralph 
Steiner, and more. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, San Francisco., 
781-1122, roberttat.com. 

San Francisco Main Library. Light Walk: Bob Miller 
and the Exploratorium: Through Feb. 5, 2015. 100 
Larkin, San Francisco., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Group f.64: Founders & Fol- 
lowers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Feb. 28. 49 Geary, San Francisco., 788-4641, 
scottnicholsgallery.com. 

Serge Sorokko Gallery. Vladimir Kanevsky: Im- 
provement Upon Perfection: Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 3. 55 Geary, San Francisco., 
421-7770, sorokko.com. 

SF Camerawork. Kerry Mansfield: Aftermath: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. Mi- 


chael Shindler with Help Each Other Out: Seeing 
Through - Stories About Cancer & Connection: 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 
1011 Market St. 2nd Floor, San Francisco., 487-1011, 
sfcamerawork.org. 

SFSU Campus, Fine Arts Building. Shenny Cruces: 
Keys: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Jan. 5. 
1600 Holloway, San Francisco., 338-6535, sfsu.edu. 

Shooting Gallery. The Winter Group Show: Featur- 
ing Helen Bayly, Adam Caldwell, Jet Martinez, 
Lauren Napolitano, Ferris Plock, and many more. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 13. 
886 Geary, San Francisco., 931-1500, shooting- 
gallerysf.com. 

Spare Change Artist Space. Private! Come in!: 
Privacy-themed art by COLL.EO, K.G. Greenstein, 
Harris David Harris, L.A. Art Collective, and Gordon 
Winiemko. Mondays, Fridays. Continues through Jan. 
2. 465 California St., San Francisco. 

Traywick Contemporary. Ken Fandell: A Desert That 
Faces an Ocean: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 17. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527-1214, 
traywick.com. 

Vessel Gallery. Notions of Romance: Group show 
featuring David Burke, Gordon Glasgow, Thekla 
Hammond, Diana Hobson, Kevan Jenson, Walter 


James Mansfield, Cyrus Tilton, and Sanjay Vora. 
Starting Jan. 2. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 14. 471 25th St., Oakland, 510-893- 
8800, vessel-gallery.com. 

Vorres Gallery. Vorres Gallery Holiday Exhibition: 
Featuring painting, sculpture, and textiles by Rea 
de Guzman, Alan Firestone, and Catherine Woskow. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 
24. 3681 Sacramento, San Francisco., 423-4345, 
vorresgallery.com. 

White Walls Gallery. 12"x12" Squared: Paintings by 
John Felix Arnold, Greg Gossel, Chad Hasegawa, 
Joshua Petker, Adam Lister, t.w.five, Alex Ziv, 
and more. Through Jan. 13, 2015. 886 Geary, San 
Francisco., 931-1500, whitewallssf.com. 


COMEDY 


Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions and 
create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., $20; 
$15, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

The Big Fat Year End Kiss Off Comedy Show XxXIl: Will 
Durst, Johnny Steele, Debi Durst, Michael Bossier, 
Mari Magaloni, and Arthur Gaus satirize, mock, 
and generally throttle 2014 in nine cities around 
the Bay Area, including Livermore, Walnut Creek, 
Berkeley, Novato, Martinez, San Jose, Mill Valley, 
Half Moon Bay, and Alameda. The 22nd annual 
show promises stand-up, comedy skits, songs, and 
high jinks worth exactly 3,468 laughs (four are for 
Debi's insane costume changes). Through Jan. 3, 
2015, $20-$50, willdurst.com. Multiple Bay Area 
Locations, Multiple addresses, San Francisco., N/A. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato 
Green, Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner have moved 
offices once again, now bringing their alternative 
comedy to Polk Gulch every Friday evening. Fridays, 
7:30 p.m., $10, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. 
Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, San Francisco., 923-0923, 
hemlocktavern.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, and 
Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audiences) a 
chance to unburden their minds at this regular night 
of stand-up. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco., 
433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco., 
387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Countdown New Year's Eve: With Doug 
Benson, Fortune Feimster, W. Kamau Bell, Tommy 
Johnagin, Jon Dore, Sammy Obeid, and Tony Camin. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7 & 10 p.m., $40-$70 advance. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco., 928- 
4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Comedy Night at Il Pirata: Tony Sparks has presided 
over this long-running local showcase since 2005. 
First Friday of every month, 9 p.m. Il Pirata, 2007 
16th St., San Francisco., 626-2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Cynic Cave: With Lyall Behrens, Ben Feldman, Megan 
Koester, Atsuko Okatsuka, Molly Trad, Ahamed 
Weinberg, and Kurt Weitzmann. Sat., Jan. 3, 8 
p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco., un-scripted.com. 

Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 
North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly open 
mic means that you, too, can share the same stage 
where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., 
free. Doc’s Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco., 
649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Eric Schwartz (aka Smooth-E): With Kate Willett. 
Fri., Jan. 2, 8 p.m., $12. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Gettin’ Weird: With Stokes & Holtz. First Monday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, 
San Francisco., 387-6455, milksf.com. 

Greg Proops: New Year's Eve Stand Up Show: 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $40-$55+ advance. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco., 397-7573, 
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punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Greg Proops: Jan. 1-3. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San 
Francisco., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Harvey’s Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, San 
Francisco., 431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

Josh Wolf: With special guest Jiffy Wild. Jan. 2-4, 
$18.50-$23.50 advance. Cobb's Comedy Club, 
915 Columbus, San Francisco., 928-4320, cobb- 
scomedy.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Misery Index: Get the new year started on the (hi- 
lariously) wrong foot with comedy by Jon Allen, 
Jeff Anaya, Jabari Davis, Karinda Dobbins, Nathan 
Habib, Jane Harrison, and Stroy Moyd. Mon., Jan. 
5,9 p.m., free, miseryindexcomedy.com. The Rite 
Spot Cafe, 2099 Folsom, San Francisco., 552-6066, 
ritespotcafe.net. 

New Year's Eve Black Comedy Explosion: With 
Cedric the Entertainer. Wed., Dec. 31, 11 p.m., 
$59.75-$94.75. Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, 
Oakland, 510-465-6400, paramounttheatre.com. 

New Year’s Eve Comedy Fiesta: Starring Marga 
Gomez, Diane Amos, and Betsy Salkind, with host 
Betty Pazmifio and DJ Page Hodel. Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $35-$50. Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th 
St., San Francisco., 641-7657, brava.org. 

NYE Comedy Mega Show: Featuring Kumail Nanjiani, 
Natasha Leggero, Brent Weinbach, Moshe Kasher, 
Andrew Michaan, and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 10:30 
p.m., $20-$25. Grand Lake Theater, 3200 Grand 
Ave., Oakland, 510-452-3556, grandlaketheater. 
com. 

The Other Cafe Comedy Showcase's Fifth Annual 
New Years Eve Stand-Up Comedy Celebration: 
With Don Gavin, Nato Green, Brendan Lynch, and 
Chris Garcia. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $34.50-$59.50, 
theothercafe.com. Osher Marin Jewish Community 
Center, 200 N. San Pedro, San Rafael, 444-8000, 
marinjcc.org. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live au- 
dience. Fridays, 8-11 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 
2\1st St., San Francisco., mutinyradio.fm. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill 
Valley, 383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion Presents: Matthew Groom: Jan. 2-3, 
7:30 p.m., $15, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, San 
Francisco., kellsirish.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, 
improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, San Francisco., 397-7573, punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

The Tai Mai Shu Show: With Bradley Lum. Tue., Jan. 6, 
8 p.m., $15. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco., 
397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco., 970-0012, 
amnesiathebar.com. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors read 
modern and classic short stories. First Monday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Berkeley City Club, 
2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, berkeley- 
historichotel.com. 

Bernal Yoga Literary Series: The Warrior: Stretch 
your mind with poetry and short fiction by MK 
Chavez, Fernando Meisenhalter, Randall Potts, Mg 
Roberts, Deborah K. Steinberg, and Siamak Vossou- 
ghi, plus music by Demoralizer. Sat., Jan. 3, 8 p.m., 
$5, bernalyogalit.com. Bernal Yoga, 908 Cortland, 
San Francisco., 643-9007, bernalyoga.com. 

Boze Hadleigh: The entertainment journalist lights 
the way up the boulevard of broken dreams with 
his latest book, An Actor Succeeds: Tips, Secrets & 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Advice on Auditioning, Connection, Coping & Thriving 
In & Out of Hollywood, and also talks about LGBT 
history in Tinseltown. Tue., Jan. 6, 6 p.m., free. Main 
Library, James C. Hormel Gay & Lesbian Center, 100 
Larkin, San Francisco., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Give Me Fiction XV: Masculinity: Featuring short 
stories and comical tales by Robin Higgins, Kollin 
Holtz, Megan Koester, Jeremy Wheat, and more. 
Sun., Jan. 4, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Perverts Put Out!’s Hangover Edition: Performative 
storytelling with Greta Christina, Princess Cream 
Pie, Jen Cross, Renee Garcia, Daphne Gottleib, 
horehound stillpoint, and Naamen Tilahun, plus 
hosts Simon Sheppard and Dr. Carol Queen. Sat., 
Jan. 3, 8 p.m., $10-$25 sliding scale, simonshep- 
pard.com/pervertsputout.html. Center for Sex & 
Culture, 1349 Mission, San Francisco., 902-2071, 
sexandculture.org. 

Poetry Unbound #20: Featuring Judy Wells, Jack 
Marshall, and Richard Michael Levine. Sun., Jan. 
4,5 p.m., $5 donation, richardloranger.com/ 
events/poetry-unbound. The Art House Gallery, 
2905 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, 510-482-3336, 
berkeleyarthouse.wordpress.com. 

Poets!: Featuring Julie Rogers, followed by an open 
mic session. Mon., Jan. 5, 7 p.m., free. Bird & 
Beckett, 653 Chenery, San Francisco., 586-3733, 
birdbeckett.com. 

Quiet Lightning: OL strikes for the first time in 2015 
with words provided by Josiah Alderete, Allison 
Berke, Heather Bourbeau, Charles Kruger, Cady 
Owens, Mira Martin Parker, Lisa Piazza, Andrew 
Sloane, Deborah Steinberg, Benjamin Wachs, and 
Claire Williams. Mon., Jan. 5, 7:30 p.m., free, quiet- 
lightning.org. Green Apple Books on the Park, 1231 
Ninth Ave., San Francisco., greenapplebooks.com. 

Story Time in the Library: Blooms & Branches: This 
month's children’s story session offers Another 
Tree in the Yard, a tale of family expansion told 
from the perspective of a magnolia tree. Sun., Jan. 
4, 10:30 a.m.; Sun., Jan. 18, 10:30 a.m., free. San 
Francisco Botanical Garden, Martin Luther King Jr., 
San Francisco., 564-3239, sfbotanicalgarden.org. 

Story: Show & Tell: Spencer Latham and Katie 
Wheeler-Dubin host a night of storytelling, comedy, 
art, and interdisciplinary magic with Sophie Reiff, 
Karen Penley, Dara Kahn, Richard Toomer, Jesse 
Hett, Shanti Charan, Sean Vranizan, Dongyi Wu, 
Sanaa Scherezade Khan, Erica Webster, Maren 
Preston, and Raphael Villet. Sat., Jan. 3, 7 p.m., 
$10, brownpapertickets.com/event/975616. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco., 433-3040, 
sheltontheater.com. 


THEATER 


50 Shades! The Musical Parody: In this satirical 
take on 50 Shades of Grey, the serious bondage 
is replaced by hilarious raunchiness, all set to an 
original score. If the combination of over-the-top 
characters, singing, and BDSM don't sound like an 
entertaining evening, you might be kidding yourself. 
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Fri., Jan. 2, 8 p.m.; Sat., Jan. 3, 2 & 8 p.m.; Sun., Jan. 
4,2&7p.m., $55+, shnsf.com. Marines’ Memorial 
Theatre, 609 Sutter, San Francisco., 673-6672, 
marineclub.com/theatre.php. 

The Anarchist: Theatre Rhinoceros revives David 
Mamet's verbally dense, psychologically claus- 
trophobic 2012 drama with Tamar Cohn as a 
cop-killing lesbian anarchist and Velina Brown 
as a prison psychologist who must determine if 
certain wrongs are unpardonable. Starting Jan. 2, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 17, 
$15-$30, therhino.org. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
San Francisco., 788-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 

BATS New Year's Eve Special: The Bay Area The- 
atresports improvisers make a rare weeknight 
appearance for this NYE pre-party featuring their 
trademark combo of comedy and drama (but mostly 
comedy). Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $35-$40, improv. 
org. Bayfront Theater, 16 Marina, San Francisco., 
474-6776. 

Beach Blanket Babylon Holiday Extravaganza: 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 31, 
$25-$160, beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 
678 Green, San Francisco., 421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 

Cirque du Soleil: Kurios - Cabinet of Curiosities: 
The Ourobouros has come full circle as Cirque du 
Soleil — which has influenced so many neo-circus 
performers over recent years — embraces both 
steampunk and electro-swing in its latest show, a 
wunderkammer of theatrical acrobatics set in an 
alternate reality that combines elements of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 18, $53-$135, cirqueduso- 
leil.com/kurios. Cirque du Soleil - San Francisco, 
Third Street at Terry A. Francois, San Francisco., 
cirquedusoleil.com. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look 
at the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco., 433-3040, 
sheltontheater.com. 

Hick: A Love Story: Crackpot Crones’ Terry Baum 
portrays Lorena Hickok — journalist, writer, and 
love interest of Eleanor Roosevelt — in this solo 
show co-presented by the freshly revived Lilith 
Theater. Starting Jan. 2, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 25, $20, crackpotcrones. 
com. Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 
510-848-7800, berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

James and the Giant Peach: The Bay Area Chil- 
dren's Theatre sets Roald Dahl's book to a kicky 
musical score courtesy of Tony Award-nominated 
songsmiths Benj Pasek and Justin Paul, along 
with colorful costumes, comedy, and, of course, 
giant bugs. Saturdays, Sundays, 11a.m., 2 & 5 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 4, $18-$22, bactheatre. 
org. Theater at the Children’s Creativity Mu- 
seum, 221 Fourth St., San Francisco., 820-3320, 
creativity.org. 

The News: Monthly series of queer performance 
art. First Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
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Dongyi Wu. 


$5. SOMArts Cultural Center, 934 Brannan, San 
Francisco., 863-1414, somarts.org. 

Promises, Promises: A hallowed trinity of Burt Bacha- 
rach (music), Hal David (lyrics), and Neil Simon 
(book) are the brains behind this holiday stage 
musical originally inspired by the 1960 rom-com 
The Apartment, with Jeffrey Brian Adams, Monique 
Hafen, and Johnny Moreno starring in roles played 
on celluloid by Jack Lemmon, Shirley MacLaine, 
and Fred MacMurray. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 10, $20-$120. San Francisco 
Playhouse, 450 Post, San Francisco., 677-9596, 
sfplayhouse.org. 

Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins: 
Husky screen icon Kathleen Turner makes her 
Berkeley Rep debut as the late, liberal newspaper 
columnist Molly Ivins in this politically infused 
solo comedy penned by twin siblings (and fellow 
journalists themselves) Margaret and Allison 
Engel. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 11, $29-$89. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda 
Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, 
berkeleyrep.org. 

Shopping! The Musical: Theatre Rhinoceros cel- 
ebrates New Year's Eve with a one-night-only 
performance of Morris Bobrow’s musical revue 
that lovingly skewers consumerism. Wed., Dec. 
31, 8 p.m., $20-$25, therhino.org. Eureka Theatre, 
215 Jackson, San Francisco., 788-7469, theeurekat- 
heatre.com. 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 


A Grand Affair: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., sfgrand.com/ 
nye2015. The Grand Nightclub, 520 Fourth St., San 
Francisco., 814-3008, grandnightclub.com. 

A Rough & Ready New Year with Galilea’s Girls Gone 
Wild: Three free drag shows featuring Mahogany, 
Pat N' Leather, Patrice, and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 11 
p.m., 12 &1a.m., free. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San 
Francisco., 920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

A Tale of Two Cities: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $99+ 
advance, sfnewyears.com/event/a-tale-of-two- 
cities-new-years-eve. The Village, 969 Market, San 
Francisco., 757-0720, 969market.com. 

Allah-Las: With Farmer Dave's New Year's Eve Spec- 
tacular, Sugar Candy Mountain, and D Rad (DJ set). 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $32-$36. The Chapel, 777 
Valencia, San Francisco., 551-5157, thechapelsf.com. 

Atmosphere NYE 2015: With DJs Momix, Esco- 
bar, and Natural. Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $50+ 
advance (includes open bar), ticketzone.com/ 
AtmosphereNYE2015. Atmosphere, 447 Broadway, 
San Francisco., 788-4623, a3atmosphere.com. 

The Barneys: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m. The Rite Spot 
Cafe, 2099 Folsom, San Francisco., 552-6066, 
ritespotcafe.net. 

Bearracuda NYE: With DJs John LePage and James 
Torres. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20+ advance, bear- 
racuda.com. BeatBox, 314 Iith St., San Francisco., 
500-2675, beatboxsf.com. 

Big Bones & Chris Burns: Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. 
The Royal Cuckoo, 3202 Mission, San Francisco., 
550-866/, royalcuckoo.com. 


JOINING FORCES FOR LITERARY VOLTRON 


In 2014, comedian Spencer Latham and writer Katie Wheeler-Dubin brought 
their talented friends together for an evening of interdisciplinary storytelling — 
featuring collaborations by comedians, writers, and visual artists — for one 
night in Latham’s Castro living room. It was one of those moments when a 
house party is actually something else, with people coming and going and others 
straining to see the visual components to the stories they could hear. This sec- 
ond round of Story 2: Show & Tell presents seven stories told over a range of 
artistic media, and has expanded to the Shelton Theater for obvious reasons: 
The living room was overflowing during the first show, and more people should 
witness this kind of live interdisciplinary magic. Pairings include Shanti Charan 
and Erica Webster, Richard Toomer and Maren Preston, and Karen Penley and 


Story 2: Show & Tell starts at 8 p.m. at Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter St., S.F. 
$10; 882-0100 or brownpapertickets.com/event/975616. Evan Karp 
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Bissap Baobab NYE: With Sekhou Senegal featuring 
Ousseynou Kouyate, Black Nature Band, and the 
Paris-Dakar DJs. Wed., Dec. 31, 5:30 p.m., $20+ 
advance, facebook.com/BissapBaobabVillage. 
Bissap Baobab, 3372 19th St., San Francisco., 
826-9287, bissapbaobab.com. 

Black & White NYE Ball 2015: With DJ Bruce Parker 
and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $75+ advance. JW 
Marriott San Francisco Union Square, 500 Post, San 
Francisco., 771-8600, marriott.com/hotels/travel/ 
sfojw-jw-marriott-san-francisco-union-square. 

Black Magic Disko's New Years Revival: With Afrikan 
Sciences, Blakkat, Conor, Silky, Victor Vega, and 
Dirtie Blonde (starts 6 a.m. Thursday morning). Thu., 
Jan. 1, 6 a.m., $20. F8, 1192 Folsom, San Francisco., 
857-1192, feightsf.com. 

Bootie S.F.: NYE 2015 Shit Show: With A+D, Smash-Up 
Derby, Entyme, Jimi G, Airsun, Meikee Magnetic, 
Mixtress Shizaam, Ida Flo, Myster C, Mr. Washington, 
and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$50, bootiesf. 
com. DNA Lounge, 375 Ilth St., San Francisco., 626- 
1409, dnalounge.com. 

Breakfast in Bed: With Danny Buddah Morales, David 
Harness, Didje Kelli, Marija Dunn, P-Dub, Paul 
Rosas, and Dalen Poland (starts 4 a.m. Thursday 
morning). Thu., Jan. 1, $15 advance. Supperclub San 
Francisco, 657 Harrison, San Francisco., 348-0900, 
supperclub.com. 

Breakfast of Champions 2015: With Alvaro, Fort Knox 
Five, Ding Dong, Motion Potion, Mancub, David 
Harness, Trav, M3, Anthony Mansfield, Sol, Deckard, 
8Ball, Dex Stakker, Zach Moore, Brad Robinson, and 
Benchun (starts 6 a.m. Thursday morning). Wed., 
Dec. 31; Thu., Jan. 1, 6.a.m., $25-$30, facebook.com/ 
sfspacecowboys. Mighty, 119 Utah, San Francisco., 
762-0151, mighty119.com. 

Bruno's NYE 2015: With Deejay Theory, King Most, 
Isaac Jordan, and White Mike. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$20-$25+ advance, brunosnye2015.eventbrite. 
com. Bruno's, 2389 Mission, San Francisco., 925- 
371-3999, brunossf.com. 

Butterfly New Year's Eve 2015: With DJs MoMentum 
and Jeanine Da Feen. Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., 
$85+ advance, butterflynye2015.eventbrite.com. 
Butterfly, Pier 33, San Francisco., 864-8999, 
butterflysf.com. 

Cake: With Nellie McKay. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $60- 
$105. City National Civic, 135 W. San Carlos, San 
Jose, 408-792-4145, sanjosetheaters.org. 

Cat Club NYE 2015: With DJs Damon, Tomas Diablo, 
Shindog, Blondie K, subOctave, and Omar. Wed., Dec. 
31,9 p.m., $20+ advance, catclubnye2015.eventbee. 
com. Cat Club, 1190 Folsom, San Francisco., 703- 
8964, sfcatclub.com. 

Celebrate NYE with Terrie Odabi: Wed., Dec. 31, 7 & 
10 p.m., $35-$40. Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 
Blanding, Alameda, 510-865-5060, rhythmix.org. 

Champagne Resolutions NYE 2015: With DJs Zhaldee 
and Intensify. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $125+ advance 
(includes open bar), sfnightlife.com. Hyatt Regency 
San Francisco, 5 Embarcadero Center, San Fran- 
cisco., 788-1234, sanfranciscoregency.hyatt.com. 

Cirque New Year's Eve 2015: With The Spazmatics, 
DJs, and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $50+ advance. 
The Fairmont Hotel, 950 Mason, San Francisco., 
866-540-4491, fairmont.com/sanfrancisco. 

Classy Countdown: With DJ Wonway Posibul. Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $100-$125. Press Club Wine Bar & 
Lounge, 20 Yerba Buena, San Francisco., 744-5000, 
pressclubsf.com. 

iClub Papi! New Year's Eve: With Ana Barbara. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$25 advance, clubpapi. 
com. Space 550, 550 Barneveld, San Francisco., 
550-8286. 

Club Raven NYE 2015 Celebration: With video DJ 
Mark Andrus. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $35 (includes 
personal bottle of champagne). Raven, 1151 Folsom, 
San Francisco., 431-1151, ravenbarsf.com. 

Comedy Countdown New Year's Eve: With Doug 
Benson, Fortune Feimster, W. Kamau Bell, Tommy 
Johnagin, Jon Dore, Sammy Obeid, and Tony Camin. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7 &10 p.m., $40-$70 advance. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco., 928- 
4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Con Funk Shun NYE Throwdown: Wed., Dec. 31, 8 & 11 
p.m., $69-$99. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 Embarcadero 
W., Oakland, 510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 
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REVISITING SCARS OF WWII 


For 35 years, Wendy Maruyama has been making woodworkers weep with her 
achingly aesthetic furniture and sculptures. In 2008, during a residency in New 
York, Maruyama began researching Executive Order 9066, which directly af- 
fected Maruyama’s own family along with other Japanese-Americans interned 
during World War II. One of the resulting works, The Tag Project, includes 10 
swollen bundles — one for every camp — comprising replicas of the 120,000 
tags worn around people’s necks. Once the enormity subsides, the graceful sub- 
tleties and strength of Maruyama’s accompanying “cabinets” come into focus. 
One is built sardonically from a fallen elm tree from the estate of Thomas Jeffer- 
son, principal author of the Declaration of Independence, but most incorporate 
materials from the camps — domestic fragments, barb wire, tar paper. Some are 
ingrained with camp photographs by Dorothea Lange and Toyo Miyatake, who 
constructed a camera while interned. Several include racist cartoons, which Mi- 
yatake remembers watching in reruns as a child. Maruyama speaks today in con- 
junction with the exhibit “Executive Order 9066." As fans of TEDx know, 
she is as funny as she is thought-provoking. 

Wendy Maruyama appears at 2 p.m. at the Museum of Craft and Design, 
2569 Third St., S.F. $5-$10; 773-0303 or sfmcd.org. Silke Tudor 


Curtis Lawson: Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m. The Saloon, 
1232 Grant, San Francisco., 989-7666, sfblues. 
net/Saloon.html. 

The Da’athique New Year's Eve Masquerade Ball: 
With Jill Tracy, Soriah, Paul Mercer & Evil Sarah, 
Synchronicity Frequency, Ariellah, Kandroma, Luku, 
DJ Necromos, and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $75 
advance, facebook.com/events/303877163135242. 
Oakland Metro Operahouse, 630 Third St., Oakland, 
510-763-1146, oaklandmetro.org. 

Dance Like a Star: New Year's Eve Onboard the 
Aircraft Carrier USS Hornet: With 3 O'Clock Jump, 
The Tartlettes, and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m., 
$45-$85. USS Hornet Museum, Pier 3, Alameda 
Point, Alameda, 510-521-8448, uss-hornet.org. 

Destination Origin: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $15-$40 ad- 
vance, originsf.com/nye2015. Origin, 1538 Fillmore, 
San Francisco., 825-0338, originsf.com. 

Earl Thomas New Year's Bash: Wed., Dec. 31, 8 & 11 
p.m., $60. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, San Fran- 


cisco., 292-2583, biscuitsandblues.com. 

Epic New Year's Eve 2015: With DJs Chris Clouse, 
Cams, Mauricio, Chucky Brown, and Oso. Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $45+ advance, sfnightlife.com. 
Westin San Francisco Market Street, 50 Third St., 
San Francisco., 974-6400, westinsf.com. 

Era: The Age of Early Cinema, Live Cabaret, and 
Sultry Jazz: With DJs Donovan, Hector Garza, 
and Hanik, plus a 100th birthday tribute To Billie 
Holiday. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $49.99+ advance, 
donovansf.com. Clift Hotel, Redwood Room, 495 
Geary, San Francisco., 929-2372, clifthotel.com. 

Eric Benét: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 & 11 p.m., $50-$100. The 
Addition, 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco., 655-6500, 
theaddition.com. 

Extra Action Marching Band: With GAYmous, BluBall 
Revue, and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$35. 
Brick & Mortar Music Hall, 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco., 800-8782, brickandmortarmusic.com. 

Fantasy NYE: With Mina y Su Sonora Dinamita, Fuego 


Latino, Dos Four y los Mios, plus DJs Luis Medina, 
Tony 0, and Pablo. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $45 
advance, ticketsparati.com. Roccapulco Supper 
Club, 3140 Mission, San Francisco., 648-6611, 
roccapulco.com. 

The Flaming Lips: With Foxygen. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$55-$70 advance. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco., 345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Fog City Empire NYE: With DJ Roost Uno. Wed., Dec. 
31,10 p.m., $75-$130+ advance (includes open bar), 
novelanye.eventbrite.com. Novela, 662 Mission, San 
Francisco., 896-6500, novelasf.com. 

Fresh As a Daisy New Year's Day 2015: With DJ Three, 
Jeno, Conor, Bells & Whistles, Jason Greer, James 
Glass, Jonah Sharp, Anthony Mansfield, dAvi A, 
and Wichita Ron (starts 6 a.m. Thursday morning). 
Thu., Jan. 1, 6 a.m., $20. Monarch, 101 Sixth St., San 
Francisco., 284-9774, monarchsf.com. 

Glow Party NYE 2014: With DJ Luke Allen. Wed., Dec. 
31, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. Lookout, 3600 16th St., San 
Francisco., 703-9751, lookoutsf.com. 

Gold Card NYE: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $15+ advance. 
OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco., 896-6374, 
clubomgsf.com. 

Greg Proops: New Year's Eve Stand Up Show: 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $40-$55+ advance. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco., 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Hawthorn NYE 2015: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $99- 
$125+ advance (includes open bar), hawthornnye. 
eventbrite.com. Hawthorn, 46 Geary, San Fran- 
cisco., 693-9255, hawthornsf.com. 

Hella Saucey NYE 2015: With DJs Andre, Lady Fingaz, 
and Jibbz. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$20, facebook. 
com/HellaSaucey. Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, San 
Francisco., 552-7788, elbo.com. 

Hillbilly New Year's Eve: With the Earl Brothers. Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15, shelbyashpresents.net. 
Plough & Stars, 116 Clement, San Francisco., 751-1122, 
theploughandstars.com. 

Honey Island Swamp Band: With DJ K-Os. Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $45 advance. Boom Boom 
Room, 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco., 673-8000, 
boomboomblues.com. 

Honey Sunset NYE: With Lee Douglas, Solar, Galen, 
Jackie House, Josh Cheon, and Robot Hustle. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $25-$40. Gray Area Art & 
Technology Theater, 2665 Mission, San Francisco., 
843-1423, grayarea.org. 

Hook N Sling: Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $20+ advance. 
Vessel, 85 Campton, San Francisco., 433-8585, 
vesselsf.com. 

Housepitality NYE: The Interstellar Discotech: With 
Derek Plaslaiko, Dave Aju, Secret Studio (Tyrel 
Williams & Bai-ee), Bob Campbell, J.P. Soul, Jason 
Greer, Mike Bee, and Joel Conway. Wed., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m., $15+ advance, housepitalitysf.com/nye- 
2015. F8, 1192 Folsom, San Francisco., 857-1192, 
feightsf.com. 

Hubert Emerson Jazz Band: Wed., Dec. 31, $100 
(includes dinner). Zingari, 501 Post, San Francisco., 
885-8850, zingari.com. 

IAMX: With Nyves. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $40. Slim's, 
333 11th St., San Francisco., 255-0333, slim- 
spresents.com. 

It’s a Wrap!: With Selecta BC and DJ Kimani. Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$15. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, 
Oakland, 510-834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

Jerry Oakley Trio: Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m., $75-$95 
for prix fixe dinner menu. Cafe Claude, 7 Claude, 
San Francisco., 392-3505, cafeclaude.com. 

John Lloyd Young: Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10:30 p.m., 
$65-$95. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, San 
Francisco., 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Kally Price: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m. Revolution Cafe, 
3248 22nd St., San Francisco., 642-0474, revolu- 
tioncafesf.com. 

Last Dance 2015: New Year's Eve Celebration & 
Closing Party: With Dynamig and J-Santy. Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m. The Parlor, 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco., 775-5110, theparlorsf.com. 

Let the Countdown Begin ... New Year's Eve 2015: 
With DJ Midnight, The Les, Brian V, and DJ Irry. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35+ advance. The Cellar, 
685 Sutter, San Francisco., 441-5678, cellarsf.com. 

Love Forward: With DJs Henroc and Mark Di Vita. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$15, loveforward-nye2015. 
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eventbrite.com. Luka’s Taproom & Lounge, 2221 
Broadway, Oakland, 510-451-4677, lukasoakland. 
com. 

Maceo Parker: Funky New Year's Eve Party: Wed., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $60-$110. SFJAZZ Center, 201 
Franklin, San Francisco., 866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

Mad Dash to Midnight: Indoor NYE fun run with two 
distance choices: the Run to New Year 1 Mile or 
the Resolution 5K. Wed., Dec. 31, 11 p.m., $25-$45, 
maddashtomidnight.com. Northgate Mall, 5800 
Northgate Mall, San Rafael, 479-5955, shopat- 
northgate.com. 

Mango NYE: With DJs Olga T, Marcella, and Edaj. Wed., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $15 (or $25 per couple), facebook. 
com/MANGOSF. El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco., 
282-3325, elriosf.com. 

Massive New Year's Eve Bash 2015: With DJ Mike 
Biggz. Wed., Dec. 31,9 p.m., $5. The Stud, 399 Ninth 
St., San Francisco., 863-6623, studsf.com. 

MatrixFillmore New Year's Eve 2015: With DJ Jared-F. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20+ advance, matrixnye2015. 
eventbrite.com. MatrixFillmore, 3138 Fillmore, San 
Francisco., 563-4180, matrixfillmore.com. 

Mayer Hawthorne (DJ set): With J-Boogie, DJ Plea- 
suremaker, and Ren the Vinyl Archaeologist. Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$60. Public Works, 161 Erie, San 
Francisco., 932-0955, publicsf.com. 

Men in Suits, Women in Dresses NYE 2015: With DJs 
Hector and Shabazz. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $50+ 
advance, sfnightlife.com. Terra, 511 Harrison, San 
Francisco., 896-1234, terrasf.com. 

The Mermen New Year's Eve Celebration 2014- 
2015: With the Shitones. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$30, mermen.net. Park Chalet Garden Restaurant, 
1000 Great Highway, San Francisco., 386-8439, 
parkchalet.com. 

Midnight Kiss NYE Fireworks Cruise: Dance party 
aboard the Merlot Commodore yacht. Wed., Dec. 
31, 8:30 p.m., $235+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Pier 
40, Embarcadero at Townsend, San Francisco., N/A. 

Midnight Madness: 18+ party with DJs Magic Matt 
and Stewie. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $29+ advance, 
sfnightlife.com. City Nights, 715 Harrison, San 
Francisco., 339-8686, sfclubs.com. 

Monarch NYE 2015: With Click Click, The Lovemakers, 
DJ M3, Richie Panic, Corey Sizemore, Shiny Objects, 
Lisbona, Papa Lu, Mozhgan, Tasho, Cole, Alvaro, and 
more. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $20-$40. Monarch, 101 
Sixth St., San Francisco., 284-9774, monarchsf.com. 

Moonlight 2015 NYE Fireworks Party Cruise: Dance 
party aboard the San Francisco Spirit. Wed., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $169+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Horn- 
blower Cruises, Pier 3, San Francisco., 788-8866, 
hornblower.com. 

Myon & Shane 54: With SNR. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$100-$150 advance (or $30-$50 for after midnight 
admission). Ruby Skye, 420 Mason, San Francisco., 
693-0777, rubyskye.com. 

Neurosis: With Tragedy, Author & Punisher, and Kow- 
loon Walled City. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $41. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco., 
885-0750, slimspresents.com. 

New Bohemia NYE 2015: With Elite Force, Lee Coombs, 
The Scumfrog, Syd Gris, DJ Icon, Kimba, Dulce Vita, 
Drew Drop, The Klown, Eliki, MetaTek, Vau de Vire 
Society, and much more. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$75+ advance, facebook.com/newbohemianye. The 
Armory, 1800 Mission, San Francisco., 677-0456, 
sfarmory.com. 

New Gears Eve: With DJ Nark and Two Dudes in Love. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$15. S.F. Eagle, 398 12th St., 
San Francisco., 626-0880, sf-eagle.com. 

New Year Fireworks Party: With DJ J-Fearless. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $45+ advance. Osha Thai 
Restaurant, 4 Embarcadero, San Francisco., 788- 
6742, oshathai.com. 

New Year’s 2015 Aboard the Derek M. Baylis: Wed., 
Dec. 31,10 p.m., $120, wyliecharters.com. Pier 40, 
Embarcadero at Townsend, San Francisco. 

New Year’s 2015 with the Justin Wagner Quartet: 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $50 (includes three-course 
dinner + midnight champagne toast). Sheba Piano 
Lounge, 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco., 440-7414, 
shebapianolounge.com. 

New Year’s Ball with the North Beach Brass Band 
Soul Revue: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $150 (includes 
open bar). Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco., 
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649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

New Year's Eve 2015 at Jaxson: With DJ Bryan. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $99+ advance. Jaxson, 3231 
Fillmore, San Francisco., 359-9885, jaxsonsf.com. 

New Year’s Eve 2015 Celebration: With DJ Big Rich. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $25-$35 advance, eswnew- 
years2015.eventbrite.com. Eastside West, 3154 
Fillmore, San Francisco., 885-4000, eswsf.com. 

New Year's Eve 2015: Dance Yo Ass Off: With 
David Harness, Ruben Mancias, and Will Reelsoul 
Rodriguez. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$20+ advance. 
Mercer, 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco., 938-7173, 
mercer-sf.com. 

New Year’s Eve 2015 Fireworks Party Cruise: Party 
aboard the Harbor Princess. Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., 
$189+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Red & White Fleet, 
The Embarcadero, San Francisco., 673-2900. 

New Year's Eve 2015 with DJ RasCue: Wed., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $25-$40. John Colins, 138 Minna, San 
Francisco., 512-7493, johncolins.com. 

New Year's Eve 2015 with Epic Twelve, DJ Playboi, 
and Yo Yolie: Wed., Dec. 31, $25-$45+ advance, 
manorwestnye2015.eventbrite.com. Manor West, 
750 Harrison, San Francisco., 240-7558, manor- 
westsf.com. 

New Year’s Eve at Bimbo's 365 Club: With Nick 
Waterhouse, Marc & The Casuals, The Cottontails, 
The Girl in the Fishbowl, and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m., $80. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San 
Francisco., 474-0365, bimbos365club.com. 

New Year's Eve at the Lex: With DJ Durt and Siobhan 
Aluvalot. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
LexingtonClub. Lexington Club, 3464 19th St., San 
Francisco., 863-2052, lexingtonclub.com. 

New Year's Eve Black & Red Ball: With DJ Basura. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $10. Blank Club, 44 S. Almaden, 
San Jose, 408-292-5265, theblankclub.com. 

New Year's Eve Black Comedy Explosion: With 
Cedric the Entertainer. Wed., Dec. 31, 11 p.m., 
$59.75-$94.75. Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, 
Oakland, 510-465-6400, paramounttheatre.com. 

New Year's Eve Blowout with Bandulu: Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m. Jupiter, 2181 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-843- 
8277, jupiterbeer.com. 

New Year's Eve Carnaval: With Eddy Navia and 
Pachamama Band. Wed., Dec. 31, 7 & 8:30 p.m., $125- 
$175 advance. Pachamama Restaurant, 1630 Powell, 
San Francisco., 646-0018, pachamamacenter.org. 

New Year’s Eve Comedy Fiesta: Starring Marga 
Gomez, Diane Amos, and Betsy Salkind, with host 
Betty Pazmino and DJ Page Hodel. Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $35-$50. Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th 
St., San Francisco., 641-7657, brava.org. 

New Year's Eve Dance Fiesta: With Orquesta La 
Moderna Tradici6n. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25-$35. 
La Pena Cultural Center, 3105 Shattuck, Berkeley, 
510-849-2568, lapena.org. 

New Year's Eve Dance Party Bash: With DJ Steve 
Douglas. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10. Edinburgh 
Castle, 950 Geary, San Francisco., 885-4074, 
thecastlesf.com. 

New Year's Eve Family Fireworks Cruise: Party 
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aboard the Royal Prince. Wed., Dec. 31, 9:45 p.m., 
$179+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Red & White Fleet, 
The Embarcadero, San Francisco., 673-2900. 

New Year's Eve Grand Gala 2015: With DJ K-Mac. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35+ advance, sfnightlife. 
com. Julia Morgan Ballroom, 465 California, San 
Francisco., 421-7730, juliamorganballroom.com. 

New Year’s Eve Party with Cold-Sol: Wed., Dec. 31, 
9:30 p.m. Cafe Van Kleef, 1621 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-763-7711, cafevankleef.com. 

New Year's Eve with DJ Karma: Wed., Dec. 31, 10 
p.m., $65+ advance, nye2015insf.eventbrite.com. 
Infusion Lounge, 124 Ellis, San Francisco., 421-8700, 
infusionlounge.com. 

New Year's Eve with DJs Morse Code & Sam Isaac: 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$75+ advance, nye-harlot. 
eventbrite.com. Harlot, 46 Minna, San Francisco., 
777-1077, harlotsf.com. 

New Year's Eve with DJ Risk One: Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $35+ advance. Slide, 430 Mason, San 
Francisco., 421-1916, slidesf.com. 

New Year's Eve with the Mirage Band: Wed., Dec. 
31, 7:30 p.m., $400-$450. Top of the Mark, One 
Nob Hill, 999 California, San Francisco., 616-6916, 
intercontinentalmarkhopkins.com. 

New Year's Eve with Vinyl Storm, State Secrets, 
Ginger & The Jeffries, Lil’ Elephant, and The 
Straight Ups: Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m. 50 Mason 
Social House, 50 Mason, San Francisco., 433-5050, 
50masonsocialhouse.com. 

New Year's Nightlife: With DJs FelNLove, Nick G, Feldy, 
Trevor Simpson, Crank, and D-Roc. Wed., Dec. 31, 
9:30 p.m., $140+ advance (includes open bar), 
wsfnye2015.eventbrite.com. W San Francisco, 181 
Third St., San Francisco., 777-5300, starwoodhotels. 
com/whotels. 

New Year's Rock the Yacht: Dance party aboard 
the Chardonnay Commodore. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 
p.m., $250+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Pier 40, 
Embarcadero at Townsend, San Francisco., N/A. 

The Night Light New Year's Eve Rager: With Apache, 
The Time Flys, Midnite Snaxxx, and DJs Stand In & 
Lacy Lust (upstairs). Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10. The 
Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 510-282-1413, 
thenightlightoakland.com. 

No Resolutions NYE: With David Carvalho, DJ Split, 
and Pacific Disco. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $149+ 
advance (includes open bar), crossroadsnightlife. 
com. Americano Restaurant & Bar, 8 Mission, San 
Francisco., 278-3700, americanorestaurant.com. 

The No Theme Super New Year's Dance Jam: With 
DJs Sonny Phono and Bessed Drest. Wed., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m., $10. Madrone Art Bar, 500 Divisadero, San 
Francisco., 241-0202, madroneartbar.com. 

NYE 2015 Dinner & Party: Includes 5-course meal 
and dance club after-party. Wed., Dec. 31, 6 p.m., 
$40-$56 advance. Mayes Oyster House, 1233 Polk, 
San Francisco., 474-7674, mayessf.com. 

NYE 2015 with Cut Copy, Juan MacLean (DJ 
set), Saint Pepsi: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., sold out. 
Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco., 625-8880, 
mezzaninesf.com. 


At the museum, we sometimes entertain the dime-store fantasy of unraveling 
mysterious, overlooked symbolism while gazing at a famous work of art. But 
mostly, we just want to share the exotic thrill of seeing a beautiful painting, in 
person, with someone fabulous. Born of Bret Watson’s own “aha!” moment at 
the Met, the museum-based quests produced by Watson Adventures are cleverly 
and lovingly written to satisfy both urges. The Murder at the de Young 
Scavenger Hunt akes you from the galleries of contemporary American art- 
ists to those of ancient Oceanic tribes and offers a truly unique perspective, even 
for those who frequent these halls. The use of smartphones is verboten. Your 
team will rely on keen observation, intuition, deduction, and sheer appreciation 
to crack a hieroglyphic code that will resolve a murderous curse attached to an 
ancient Aztec relic. Those with Stendhal syndrome, a psychosomatic disorder 
brought on by exposure to beauty and large amounts of art, should stay home. 
The hunt begins at 2 p.m. at the de Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea Gar- 
den Drive, S.F. $20, not including $10 museum admission; (877) 946-4868 


or watsonadventures.com. Silke Tudor 
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NYE City Hall 2015: With DJs Weapon, J-Trip, EZ, 
Darkerdaze, Tech Minds, Kid Vicious, Thrawn, 
Spades, and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $55+ 
advance, nyecityhall2015.eventbrite.com. City 
Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, San Francisco., 
554-5184, sfgov.org. 

NYE Comedy Mega Show: Featuring Kumail Nanjiani, 
Natasha Leggero, Brent Weinbach, Moshe Kasher, 
Andrew Michaan, and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 10:30 
p.m., $20-$25. Grand Lake Theater, 3200 Grand 
Ave., Oakland, 510-452-3556, grandlaketheater. 
com. 

NYE Fireworks Gala Cruise: Dance party aboard the 
Pinot Noir yacht. Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m., $225+ 
advance, sfnightlife.com. Pier 40, Embarcadero at 
Townsend, San Francisco., N/A. 

NYE Massive 2015: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $55+ 
advance, sfnightlife.com. Renaissance Parc 55 
Hotel, 55 Cyril Magnin, San Francisco., 392-8000, 
parc55hotel.com. 

NYE Soirée 2015: With DJs K.C. and Gravity. Wed., Dec. 
31,9 p.m., $25+ advance, nyesoiree2015.eventbee. 
com. Monroe, 473 Broadway, San Francisco., 772- 
9002, monroesf.com. 

NYE Sugar: With DJ Deft and Mahlae Balenciaga. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $35 VIP advance, jceventssf. 
com. The Cafe, 2369 Market, San Francisco., 621- 
4434, cafesf.com. 

NYE with J-Status: Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m. Skylark 
Bar, 3089 16th St., San Francisco., 621-9294, 
skylarkbar.com. 

Oasis New Year's Eve: Grand opening night of Heklina 
and D’Arcy Drollinger’s new SOMA nightclub and 
drag cabaret. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$40. Oasis, 
298 lith St., San Francisco., 985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Pacific Pinball Museum New Year's Eve Celebration & 
Silver Ball Fun-Raiser: All-ages benefit party with 
a pinball tourney, raffle, no-host bar, and midnight 
champagne toast. Wed., Dec. 31, 6 p.m., $25-$40. 
Pacific Pinball Museum, 1510 Webster, Alameda, 
510-769-1349, pacificpinball.org. 

Painted Palms: With Waterstrider and Blood Sister. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $17-$20. Bottom of the Hill, 
1233 17th St., San Francisco., 621-4455, botto- 
mofthehill.com. 

Party Up!: With DJs 2shy-shy and Melt w/U. Wed., Dec. 


Tue 1/6 | Literature 


HACKING INTO 
HOLLYWOOD 


Entertainment journalist Boze 
Hadleigh has written books about 
superstars such as Bette Davis and 
Jane Fonda and has documented 
the travails of stardom in tomes 
like Celebrity Feuds!: The Cattiest 
Rows, Spats, and Tiffs Ever Re- 
corded. But what about the bud- 
ding thespian who can only aspire 
to catty rows? Hadleigh lights the 
way up the boulevard of broken 
dreams with his latest tome, AN 
Actor Succeeds: Tips, Se- 
crets & Advice on Audition- 
ing, Connection, Coping & 
Thriving In & Out of Holly- 
wood. In somewhat less glamor- 
ous digs at the Main Library, 
Hadleigh is speaking about making 
it in Tinseltown as well as his vari- 
ous books on LGBT Hollywood his- 
tory. Hadleigh was once a 
contestant on Jeopardy!, so expect 
all his answers to come in the form 
of questions. 

Boze Hadleigh speaks at the 
Gay & Lesbian Center at the Main 
Library, 100 Larkin St., S.F. Free; 
sfpl.org. Giselle Velazquez 
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31, 9 p.m., $20-$25. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd 
St., San Francisco., 647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Passport to the World 2015: With Wonder Bread 5 and 
much more. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $120+ advance 
(includes open bar), alistsf.com. The Westin St. 
Francis, 335 Powell, San Francisco., 397-7000, 
westinstfrancis.com. 

The Phantom Surfers: With Marjikeze. Wed., Dec. 31,9 
p.m. Winters Tavern, 1522 Francisco Blvd., Pacifica, 
650-355-6162, winterstavern.com. 

Plank’s New Year's Eve Extravaganza: Wed., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m., $60 (or $110 per couple), plankoakland.com/ 
nye-extravaganza. Plank, 98 Broadway, Oakland, 
510-817-0980, plankoakland.com. 

PopNYE: 18+ party with Armin Van Buuren, Bingo 
Players, Blake Jarrell, Firebeatz, The M Machine, 
and W&W. Wed., Dec. 31, 6 p.m., $50-$150+ advance, 
popnye.com. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland, 
510-569-2121, coliseum.com. 

Primus: Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., sold out. Fox Theater 
- Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-548-3010, 
thefoxoakland.com. 

The Prince & Michael New Year's Eve Experience: 
With DJ Dave Paul. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$30 
advance, bombhiphop.com/PvsM.html. Berkeley 
Underground, 2284 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-990- 
6477, berkeley-underground.com. 

Pura: New Year's Eve 2015 - A Night to Remember: 
With Los Rakas. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$40+ 
advance, puraclub.com. 1015 Folsom, 1015 Folsom, 
San Francisco., 431-1200, 1015.com. 

Region NYE 2015: With DJs Mikey Tan, Joshuah K, 
Rufio, and Luis Ynayan. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $98+ 
advance (includes open bar). Region, 139 Steuart, 
San Francisco., 896-1398, regionsf.com. 

Reminisce 2015: With DJ Twin Spin. Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $15-$25 advance, reminisce2015.brown- 
papertickets.com. Slate Bar, 2925 16th St., San 
Francisco., 558-8521, slate-sf.com. 

The Remones: Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., free. The 
Riptide, 3639 Taraval, San Francisco., 759-7263, 
riptidesf.com. 

Rentboy New Year's Eve 2015: Wed., Dec. 31,9 p.m. 
Truck, 1900 Folsom, San Francisco., 252-0306, 
trucksf.com. 

Roaring ‘20s New Year's Eve: With Ollie Dudek’s Super 
Swing Machine featuring Emily Anne. Wed., Dec. 31, 
10 p.m., $50+ advance. Burritt Room, 417 Stockton, 
San Francisco., 400-0555, mystichotel.com. 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show: NYE midnight 
screening for all your “Time Warp"’-ing celebra- 
tory requirements. Wed., Dec. 31, 11:59 p.m. Clay 
Theatre, 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco., 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 

Rouge NYE 2014: With DJ MK2. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $20 advance, sfnightlife.com. Rouge, 1500 
Broadway, San Francisco., 346-7683, rougesf.com. 

San Francisco NYE International Ball 2015: With 
DJs Aykut, Kblo, Youssef, Santero, Dr. T. Nitro, 
and Kevin Armstrong. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $85+ 
advance, aykutevents.com. The Palace Hotel, 2 New 
Montgomery, San Francisco., 512-1111, sfpalace.com. 

Savanna New Year's Eve Party: Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 
p.m., $20. Savanna Jazz Club, 2937 Mission, San 
Francisco., 285-3369, savannajazz.com. 

Sea of Dreams NYE 2015: Frequen-Sea: With Pretty 
Lights, Flying Lotus, Beats Antique, Lettuce, Bit 
Funk, Fort Knox Five, Worthy,, Pumpkin, Motion 
Potion, Mikey Thunder, Girls N Boomboxes, Blu Farm, 
Analog Disco, Silent Frisco, M.0.M. DJs, and much 
more. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $95-$175+ advance (or 
$135+ advance for 2-day pass), seaofdreamsnye. 
com. Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, San 
Francisco., 510-548-3010, apeconcerts.com. 

Second Annual Family Affair New Year's Eve Bash: 
With Foreign Legion, plus DJs Saurus, Max Kane, 
Marc Stretch, and Prozack Turner. Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $10. Legionnaire Saloon, 2272 Telegraph, 
Oakland, 510-891-8660, legionnairesaloon.com. 

Set: New Year's Eve: With Fehrplay and Team No 
Sleep. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35-$60 advance, 
set-sf.com. Mighty, 119 Utah, San Francisco., 762- 
0151, mighty119.com. 

S.F. Symphony: A New Year's Event: With conductor 
Edwin Outwater, Seth MacFarlane, and Measha 
Brueggergosman. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $85-$195. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco., 
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PREHISTORIC FLOWERS 


Magnolia campbellii 





Tom Karlo 


Magnolias. Few locals recall the headlines when, in the winter of 1940, a cup- 
and-saucer magnolia tree in Golden Gate Park became the first to flower in the 
U.S. Visitors came in droves to gaze at the fleshy blooms and catch the exotic 
scent. The magnolia tree still stands and has since been joined by almost 100 ex- 
traordinary close relatives, making ours the largest such collection outside of 
China. If you haven't seen them bloom, it is really worth your time. And, if you 
have children, this is a fantastic teaching moment. As one of the oldest flowering 
plants, magnolias predate even bees. They are pollinated by beetles and first 
shared breath with dinosaurs. Blooms and Branches, this month’s children’s 
story time, offers Another Tree in the Yard, a tale of family expansion told from 
the perspective of a magnolia tree. After the books, kids 4-8 years old are invited 


on a special docent-led tour of the garden. 


Blooms and Branches begins at 10:30 a.m. at San Francisco Botanical 
Gardens, Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way, S.F. Free to S.F. residents, $7 for 
visitors; 661-1316 or sfbotanicalgarden.org. Silke Tudor 


864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Sharon Jones & The Dap-Kings: With James Hunter 
and DJ Harry Duncan. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $99.50- 
$116.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco., 346-6000, thefillmore.com. 

Silver & Gold NYE Masquerade: With DJs Tall Sasha, 
Jason Kwan, Ks Thant, and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 10 
p.m., $25+ advance. Supperclub San Francisco, 
657 Harrison, San Francisco., 348-0900, sup- 
perclub.com. 

Solid Gold New Year's Eve: With Hot Buttered Rum 
and James Nash. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35-$40. 
Leo's, 5447 Telegraph, Oakland, 888-477-9288, 
clubleos.com. 


Courtesy Ari Shaffir 
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Speakeasy 2015 New Year's Eve Cruise: Dance party 
aboard the Fume Blanc Commodore. Wed., Dec. 31, 
7:30 p.m., $250+ advance. Pier 40, Embarcadero 
at Townsend, San Francisco., N/A. 

Spreading Rolligion: New Year's Eve Roller Disco: 
Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $15 (+ $5 for skate rentals). 
Church of 8 Wheels, 554 Fillmore, San Francisco., 
752-1967, churchof8wheels.com. 

Starlight Room New Year's Eve: With Club 90. Wed., 
Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $100 advance. Harry Denton’'s 
Starlight Room, 450 Powell, San Francisco., 395- 
8595, starlightroomsf.com. 

Streets of San Francisco NYE: With Chromeo (DJ 
set), Kill Paris, Viceroy, Traviswild, and Aaron 


Wed 1/7 | Comedy 


GV 


EAT MUSIC 


DO THE SHAFFIR SHUFFLE 


By day, comedian Ari Shaffir is headlining comedy shows or appearing on TV 
programs like Conan or HBO’s Down and Dirty With Jim Norton. By night, he’s 
the hard-boiled host of podcast The Skeptic Tank, interviewing workers at a 
safe-injection site in Vancouver's heroin alley or probing the untold secrets of 
the gummy bear. Shaffir also dedicated one recent podcast to an audio commen- 
tary of veteran comic Joe Rogan’s 2007 album Shiny Happy Jihad, with special 
co-host Rogan. If Shaffir has the guts to joke about the Fear Factor host to his 
face, the Punch Line should be no problem. 

Ari Shaffir performs at 8 p.m. and is sticking around through Jan. 10 at the 
Punch Line Comedy Club, 444 Battery St., S.F. $18.50-$23.55, arishaffir.com. 


Axelsen. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $125+ advance, 
streetsofsfnye.com. Fort Mason, Fort Mason, San 
Francisco., 345-7500, fortmason.org. 

STRFKR: With Trails & Ways and Vin Sol. Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., sold out. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco., 771-1420, theindependentsf.com. 

Sunset New Year's Day Dance Party: With Roy Davis 
Jr., Galen, Solar, J-Bird, and more. Thu., Jan. 1, 2 
p.m., $10-$20. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Fran- 
cisco., 625-8880, mezzaninesf.com. 

Sweater Funk NYE Dance Party: With K-Maxx, The 
Pendletons, plus DJs Jon Blunck, Kirk Harper, and 
Jacob Pena. Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $10-$20, face- 
book.com/sweaterfunk. The Knockout, 3223 Mis- 
sion, San Francisco., 550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 

Tainted Love: With Mustache Harbor. Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $57.50-$60. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco., 673-5716, theregencyball- 
room.com. 

Tall Shadows: Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., free. Johnny 
Foley's Irish House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco., 
954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Temple New Year's Eve: With 3lau, Bright Lights, Panic 
City, Taj, and Eric D-Lux. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $75+ 
advance, templenye.com. Temple, 540 Howard, San 
Francisco., 978-9942, templesf.com. 

Terry Malts: With Scraper, Quaaludes, and DJ Vehicular 
Mansweater. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $12-$15. Hem- 
lock Tavern, 1131 Polk, San Francisco., 923-0923, 
hemlocktavern.com. 

Thadeus Gonzalez: With Grit & Gold and The Vans. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10. Hotel Utah, 500 Fourth 
St., San Francisco., 546-6300, hotelutah.com. 

Tractor Beam: New Year's Eve Edition: With DJ Joe 
Quixx (in the bar). Wed., Dec. 31,10 p.m., free. The 
Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 510-282-1413, 
thenightlightoakland.com. 

Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue: With the North 
Mississippi Allstars. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $49.50- 
$96.50 advance. The Masonic, 1111 California, San 
Francisco., 877-598-8497, sfmasonic.com. 

U-Haul: All Black Everything NYE 2015: With DJs 
Jenna Riot and Chelsea Starr. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $15-$20, uhaulsf.com. Neck of the Woods, 
406 Clement, San Francisco., 387-6343, neckoft- 
hewoodssf.com. 

UnderCover NYE 2015: With Con Brio, Midtown Social, 
and Will Magid (DJ set + trumpet). Wed., Dec. 31, 8 
p.m., $30-$40 advance, undercoverpresents.com. 
Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco., 861-2011, 
rickshawstop.com. 

The Voice featuring Patty Bobo: Wed., Dec. 31, 8:30 
p.m. Lou's Fish Shack, 300 Jefferson, San Fran- 
cisco., 771-5687, lousfishshacksf.com. 

Wild Night Out NYE 2015: With DJs Majestichris, Tee 
Jay Macks, and Static. Wed., Dec. 31,$25+ advance, 
sfnightlife.com. The Factory, 525 Harrison, San 
Francisco., 538-7977. 

Wormhole NYE: With Haywyre, Freddy Todd, Kool 
A.D., Boats, Intellitard, Humpfree Lowgart, and 
Krakinov. Wed., Dec. 31, $27-$35, facebook.com/ 
wormholesf. The New Parish, 579 18th St., Oakland, 
510-444-7474, thenewparish.com. 

Year's End with Sonny & The Sunsets, The Range 
of Light Wilderness, The She's: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $20. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco., 
970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 
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SENTIMENTALITY 1S FOR SUCKERS 


All the Feels 


By Lily Janiak 


As director Susannah Martin 
points out in the program for Shotgun 
Players’ production of Our Town, many 
theatergoers dismiss Thornton Wilder’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 1938 drama as “a 
quaint piece of sentimental claptrap.” 

Even when it’s not getting butch- 
ered by high schoolers, the play can 
seem to beg for a cloying reading, 
with lines such as, “Almost everybody 
in the world gets married, you know 
what I mean? In our town there aren’t 
hardly any exceptions.” Throughout 
the play, a character called the Stage 
Manager narrates these and other 
bits of context about the fictional 
Grover’s Corners, N.H. Wilder supplies 
an abundance of data about the small 
town, down to its soil composition, 
through which he taps into the uni- 
versal. As the Stage Manager says, 
beneath its superficial folksiness, the 
play is really about “the way we were 
in our growing up and in our marrying 
and in our doctoring and in our living 
and our dying,” as seen through the 
eyes of one soul, both unremarkable 
and marvelous. 

Avant-garde theater favorite Made- 
line H. D. Brown plays this part, one 
that both dives into the world of the 
play then steps back out of it, taking 
a God view. Brown deftly mimes her 
actions (the play famously calls for 
no curtain and no props); when she 
serves budding lovers Emily Webb (El 
Beh) and George Gibbs (Josh Schell) 
ice cream, you can see each scoop’s 
peaks and troughs. In avoiding the 
show’s tendency toward treacle, how- 
ever, she is less successful, often em- 
ploying a grating, singsong tone. 

Those few missteps, however, high- 
light just how well Martin elucidates 
the pure and urgent truths in Wilder’s 
deceptively simple lines. Martin has 
distinguished herself in the Bay Area 
with productions such as A Lie of the 
Mind at the Boxcar Theatre and Assas- 
sins, also at Shotgun, as a director who 
simply brings out the best in the play, 
without using it as merely a vehicle to 
make a statement. 

Her 14-person ensemble in Our 
Town makes hummingly alive the 
seemingly unremarkable interstitial 
moments that Wilder championed as 
miracles: the way a husband lustfully 
lingers, clasping his wife’s apron; the 
wistful, pitying smile of the town 
drunk when it is he who is to be pitied; 
the blank, faraway gaze of the dead, 
long on wisdom and patience but hav- 
ing expended all their joy and sorrow. 
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Our Town is the perfect non-holiday 
holiday show in that it evokes feelings of 
home and idealized home without jam- 
ming sugar-coated yuletide gobbledy- 
gook down one’s throat. Red Hot Patriot: 
The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins, now play- 
ing at Berkeley Rep, takes a similar tack in 
filling that problematic holiday season 
slot. The play is exactly what it advertises: 
not a story about the pioneering political 
journalist but a sampling of her delecta- 
ble quips. Ivans’ loving stabs at her native 
Texas — where asa kid she attended “a 
debutante ball, or some such other virgin 
sacrifice” — might have been shocking in 
her day, when female journalists were all 


Madeline H.D. Brown in Our Town. 





but unheard of outside the society pages. 
But to Berkeley audiences, those rejoin- 
ders are every bit as homey and holy as 
carols and nativity plays. 

While Ivins’ piss and vinegar is 
delicious in its own right, the real draw 
for many audiences will be the star 
of this almost one-woman show: the 
great Kathleen Turner. She masterfully 
times her beat, volume, and intonation 
changes to conjure the virtuoso racon- 
teur. At first, she seems to breathlessly 
voice a thought just for you, and only 
because she thought it then and there, 
but, when you listen more closely, it’s 
clear this storyteller has, through years 
of narrative honing, mastered feigned 
spontaneity — and the story becomes 
all the richer for it. 
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Courtesy of kevinberne.com 
Kathleen Turner stars in Red Hot 
Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly 
Ivins. 


And oh, that voice. Turner deploys 
her famed baritone sparingly, plumb- 
ing its depths perhaps only 10 times in 
the 75-minute production, but when 
she does, it opens up the realm of the 
possible, conjuring new ways a woman 
can be in the world. Vocally alone, 
Turner is perfect casting for a spitfire 
trailblazer like Ivins. 

Turner’s talent and stature mostly 
overcome the weaknesses of Margaret 
and Allison Engel’s script. Turner es- 
timates, in an interview in the show’s 
program, that about 70 percent of 
the script’s words are Ivins’ own. The 
other 30 percent feel contrived: wired 
notices conveniently appear when it’s 
time to tell a new part of the story; a 
letter to Ivins’ father, supposedly the 
mainspring for her storytelling, never 
feels important. But if her script is 
lackluster, Turner still shines — and 
crackles with wit. 


Our Town 

Continues through Jan. 11 at the 
Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby Ave., 
Berkeley. $20-$30; (510) 841-6500 
or shotgunplayers.org. 


Red Hot Patriot: 

The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins 
Continues through Jan. 11 at 
Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 2015 
Addison St., Berkeley. $39 & up; 
(510) 647-2949 or berkeleyrep.org. 
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DELIGHTFUL DOMINATION 


Chains of Love 


This holiday season my boy- 
friend, Sam, received a very exciting 
present: a little device known as the 
CB-3000. It has three clear, medi- 
cal-grade polycarbonate parts that lock 
together like a puzzle with a little 
heart-shaped padlock. 

It covers the penis entirely, save 
for a tiny hole at the front to pee 
from. When locked, it prevents the 
wearer from obtaining an erection, 
or accessing the shaft or head of the 
penis. There are many male chastity 
devices out there — some with leath- 
er, some with spikes, some with met- 
al — but the CB-3000, from what I’ve 
read online, is one of the best. 

To be clear, I did not give this 
device to Sam. He has a dominant/ 
submissive relationship with a wom- 
an who is not me. Her name is Penny 
Barber, and she’s a good friend of 
mine, as well as an amazing 
dominatrix whom I re- 
ally look up to. She 
torments him, hu- 
miliates him, and 
generally makes 
all his kinky 
dreams come 
true, 

Until I met 
Sam, pretty 
much all of 
my partners 
had been sex- 
ually dominant 
in some way. My 
only experience 
with submissive men 
had been at work. As 
much as I love getting paid 
to give a good spanking or watch 
a man deep-throat my high heels, I 
had never explored the possibility of 
having a real-life partner who was 
submissive. 

But when I met Sam at a BDSM 
conference a couple of years ago, 
there was something about his boyish 
good looks and overanxious desire to 
please me that got me crushing hard. 
Luckily, he didn’t expect or want me 
to be some sort of latex-clad mistress 
24/7. Most of his submissive energy 
goes to Penny, but he likes it when I 
tease him and boss him around now 
and then. Truth be told, our sex life is 
fairly vanilla, but I do enjoy knowing 
that if I tell Sam to do something, 
he’ll do it. 

So a few days before Thanksgiving, 
Sam sent me a text message that said 
something to the effect of, “Heads up, 
Penny is doing a Christmas chastity 
thing with me so she is giving you 
a key. Hope that’s not too weird/ 
annoying.” 

Sam and I are both kinky. We both 
like taboo role-play and edgy BDSM 
activities, but I think it’s adorable 


Sop 


EAT MUSIC 













@ oO 
Oresler/icapeldteXe™ 


that he still gets anxious that Pll 
judge him about his fetishes. 

The next time I saw Penny, she 
presented me with a tiny key ona 
chain of pink, heart-shaped plastic 
beads. Sam’s junk would remain 
locked up tight from Nov. 20 until 
Dec. 20, and Penny and I would be 
the only two people with keys. Penny 
encouraged me to use my key when- 
ever I wished, but I was actually more 
eager to add to Sam’s predicament. I 
liked sending him butt selfies know- 
ing that he wouldn't be able to jerk 
off to them until weeks later. I was 
amused by the way the equipment 
tortured him; when he’d come over, 
I'd rub my butt up against him just 
to see him squirm with discomfort. 
Even though the chastity arrange- 

ment was primarily 
about Sam and 
Penny’s dynamic, 
I got to play 
a supporting 
role and reap 
the benefits of 
a long-term 
BDSM scene 
without hav- 
ing to be en- 
tirely respon- 
sible for it. 
Now that 
his time un- 
der lock and 
key has ended, 
Sam says his re- 
lationship with his 
dick has “changed 
forever,’ and he’ll never 
take jerking off for granted 
again. Sam says although the over- 
all experience was positive, he’s not 
necessarily anxious to do it again 
— there’s far more maintenance, 
pinching, and smooshing involved 
than any online erotica would have 
you believe. 

I, however, feel differently. At 
another time in my life, I probably 
would have thought that having 
another woman put my boyfriend’s 
penis in a tiny cage for several weeks 
would be bizarre or threatening, but 
I was surprised to find the whole idea 
fascinated me and definitely turned 
me on. At times I felt drunk with 
power, and I wasn’t even directing 
the scene. 

At the beginning of the month- 
long chastity experience, Sam had 
said that if I ever wanted to lock him 
up, he would be more than willing 
if the idea turned me on. Turns out, 
it does. So even though the Christ- 
mas chastity season ended for 2014, 
there’s no telling what may happen 
in 2015. 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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FILM REVIEWS 


2014 Sundance 
Film Festival Shorts 
Not Rated. Opens Friday 
at the Roxie Theater. 
Good recon for aspiring short-film mae- 
stros, the current Sundance collection 
brings a handful of live-action narrative, 
documentary, and animated offerings to 
its Roxie tour stop. “Who hurt you, Rose 
McGowan?” would not be an unreason- 
able response to McGowan’s directing 
debut, Dawn, a meticulously produc- 
tion-designed, quasi-Lynchian melo- 
drama of midcentury Americana which 
seems all but uninterpretable except as 
feminist cri de coeur. Equally slick but 
less affecting, the darkly comedic drama 
I'ma Mitzvah proves a smarmy show- 
piece for Parks and Recreation’s Ben 
Schwartz as a young American tourist 
hauling the corpse of his friend around 
rural Mexico. Slowly building to its 
dick-pic-intensive catharsis, this seems 
like the perfectly self-satisfied encapsu- 
lation of modern Sundance product. 
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Cleverness prevails in the nonfiction 
realm as well, particularly in Brett Wein- 
er’s Verbatim, which one-ups the punch- 
line-style storytelling so common to 
short films by dramatizing a deposition 
transcript. Meanwhile Yuval Hameiri’s 
personal documentary I Think This Is the 
Closest to How the Footage Looked is a 
grief ritual, an inventive study of ab- 
sence, and maybe the most sincere movie 
here. On the animation side, things get 
truly adventurous. Stephen Irwin’s The 
Obvious Child — no relation, unfortu- 
nately, to the like-named live-action fea- 
ture comedy with Jenny Slate — takes a 
sort of tattoo-by-lava lamp trip into 
weirdo morbidity. Kelly Sears’ handsome 
stock-footage scrapbook, Voice on the 
Line, spins material gathered from San 
Francisco's own Prelinger Archives into 
an alt-historical tale of sinister commu- 
nications surveillance and wonderfully 
libidinous redemption. Bernard Britto’s 
Yearbook makes our poignant acquain- 
tance with a meek, sweater-vested func- 


J 


tionary who has 17 years to catalog all of 
human history before an alien missile 
blows up the world. Similarly, It’s Such a 
Beautiful Day concludes Don Hertzfeldt’s 
magnificent trilogy, flowing like a 
mythic river to the cosmic zenith of 
stick-figure pathos. Jonathan Kiefer 


Viva La Liberta 
Not rated. Opens Friday 
at the Opera Plaza Cinema. 
Roberto Ando’s Italian political comedy 
Viva La Liberta starts off promisingly, 
with a crowd of people walking purpose- 
fully through the twisting halls of 
power. It’s an image reminiscent of Ar- 
mando Iannucci projects such as The 
Thick of It, In the Loop, and Veep, but Viva 
La Liberta lacks the bite of Iannucci’s 
satires, summing harmlessly at its prey 
instead of rending its flesh. Dying both 
in the polls and in his soul, opposition 
party head Enrico Oliveri (Toni Servillo) 
decides to bail, landing on the Parisian 
doorstep of his ex-girlfriend Danielle 
(Valeria Bruni Tedeschi), her film-direc- 
tor husband (Eric Nguyen), and their 
adorable moppet (Stella Kent). Mean- 
while, Enrico’s handler (Valerio Mastan- 
drea) enlists Enrico’s twin brother 
Giovanni (also Servillo, obviously) to im- 
personate Enrico; philosopher Giovanni 
was only recently released from the 
loony bin, and of course his craziness-as- 
straight-talk turns the party around. 
Twin-switching movies require an extra 
degree of suspension of disbelief — last 
year’s The Pretty One made it work — 
but the deception in Viva La Liberta veers 
dangerously close to what Roger Ebert 
used to refer to as an Idiot Plot, meaning 
a plot that only functions because the 
characters are mostly idiots. And that 
would be okay if the movie was funnier 
than it is, or had a more interesting 
point. Sherilyn Connelly 
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-Kenneth Turan, LOS ANGELES TIMES 
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BEST ACTOR TIMOTHY SPALL 
CANNES FILM FESTIVAL NEW YORK FILM CRITICS CIRCLE 


MIKE LEIGH 
TIMOTHY SPALL 


"THE BEST FILM OF THE YEAR?" Ss ae 


A film by 
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ONGOING 


Big Eyes If the failure of Dark Shadows is what it 
took for Tim Burton to step away from Johnny Depp 
and come back down to earth, then that movie has 
served its purpose, for Big Eyes is Burton's best 
film since his 1994 masterpiece Ed Wood. Set in 
San Francisco's Mad Men era of the late 1950s 
through the mid-1960s, Big Eyes tells the story of 
Margaret Keane (Amy Adams), the artist behind those 
paintings of saucer-eyed waifs that you've probably 
seen without knowing quite who made them. If you 
thought they were by her husband, Walter Keane 
(Christoph Waltz), it’s only because he took credit 
for them while abusing and dominating Margaret, 
forcing her to keep painting in private for years 
while he reaped all the public acclaim. Beautifully 
photographed and emotionally compelling, Big Eyes 
is Adams’ show, as she expresses great pain with her 
eyes while Waltz frequently gnaws at the scenery. 
It's no secret that Adams is a terrific actress, having 
been nominated for multiple Academy Awards, but no 
movie has used her so well since The Master, and 
her nomination for American Hustle felt more like a 
nod to her overcoming being miscast in that role. And 
if she doesn't get at least a nomination for Big Eyes, 
then the Academy's own eyes are truly closed. SC 

Flamenco, Flamenco Filmed by legendary cinema- 
tographer Vittorio Storaro, director Carlos Saura’s 
performance film Flamenco, Flamenco is a few 
dozen different flamenco routines, often against 
a backdrop of paintings by the likes of Picasso 
and Goya. The film was shot at the Seville Expo 
‘92 Pavilion, the rafters of which are lovingly 
photographed at the beginning and end, and the 
sense of the proscenium is always there, which 


along with the frequently autumnal colors and 
precise cinematography evokes Scorsese's The 
Last Waltz. Amesmerizing celebration of what can 
be accomplished with just cameras, lights, and tal- 
ented musicians, Flamenco, Flamenco is in Spanish 
with no English subtitles. There's no immediately 
obvious story, nor even an analog to Fantasia's 
Deems Taylor to give the performances context. 
This may be a dealbreaker for some, as Americans 
tend to shy away from music that isn’t in English, 
less so than they might from music with no words at 
all. It's ashame, because music in other languages 
can become a purer experience, with the voice just 
another instrument, without the distancing effect 
and/or intellectual overlay of recognizable words. 
It's why sad songs tend to be more affecting in other 
languages, such as Rebekah del Rio's ““LLorando” in 
Lynch's Mulholland Drive — or any of a number of 
performances in Flamenco, Flamenco. SC 


The Gambler James Toback’s semi-autobiographical 


screenwriting debut, about a college professor with 
existential despair and a gambling problem, became 
an attention-getting James Caan movie in 1974. Now 
—luck of the draw — it’s become an attention-seeking 
Mark Wahlberg movie in 2014. Lately opinions have 
differed on whether Wahlberg deserves to become 
a reservist LAPD cop, but at least The Gambler 
makes clear that we must never allow him to teach 
college English. (Even as a high school science 
teacher in The Happening, Wahlberg already was 
pushing his luck.) Here he dons smart-fella glasses 
and natters dejectedly through a course on “The 
Modern Novel,” unfortunately not an elective, then 
switches to sunglasses for some underworld thrill 
seeking and general striving to make this obvious 
vanity project look cool. It’s not cool, but it is soulless, 
shallowly characterized, and frequently insulting to 
the acting talent on hand — including Michael Kenneth 
Williams and John Goodman, as loan sharks, and even 
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Wahlberg himself, whose real career triumph has 
been to not always seem as ridiculous as he does 
here. Jessica Lange gives her all to the role of our 
anti-hero's embittered mother, which is more than the 
barely-sketched role deserves; and, as his reportedly 
most precocious student and de facto lover (ugh), 
Brie Larson lights up the dimly tinted surroundings 
with beauty and intelligence. The rest is blustering 
and posturing and not realizing that not all of us find 
it that interesting to watch people play blackjack. JK 


The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies Not since 


Snakes ona Plane has a movie's title been so direct: 
Peter Jackson's The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five 
Armies is just that, though considering the reduced 
role of Bilbo (Martin Freeman), a more strictly 
accurate title would be Five Armies Battle, and Also 
There's a Hobbit. This is the shortest of Jackson's 
six J.R.R. Tolkien films, and even then it's overlong, 
stretching 60 minutes of story out to 144 minutes. 
That's been the problem with this whole series, of 
course; it exists to provide big CGI spectacle, much 
of which is reduced to a murky eyesore by the 3D. 
(I didn’t see it in High Frame Rate, but yikes, | can 
imagine.) The most interesting parts of The Battle 
of the Five Armies wind up being table-setting 
for The Lord of the Rings (hi, Galadriel!), if only 
because like the similar scenes in Revenge of the 
Sith, they evoke much better movies. Considering 
the many fan edits of Star Wars prequels, here's to 
hoping someone whittles The Hobbit series down 
into a proper movie — and they can start with the 
initially promising subplot about women taking up 
arms and joining the battle, which instead becomes 
an extended cross-dressing joke, complete with a 
“vour slip is showing” gag. Boo, Peter Jackson.. SC 


Into the Woods The music of Stephen Sondheim is its 


own special effect, and Rob Marshall wisely doesn't 
try to overshadow it in his film of Sondheim's Into the 
Woods. Fairytale figures such as Cinderella (Anna 
Kendrick), Red Riding Hood (Lilla Crawford), the Baker 
(James Corden) and his Wife (Emily Blunt), and Jack 
(Daniel Huttlestone) of the Beanstalk fame all venture 
into their mutual woods on various missions, watched 
over and occasionally led by the Witch (Meryl Streep). 
Into the Woods is a wonderfully odd bird, charmingly 
lo-fi for a big Disney holiday release. No real attempt 
is made to hide the picture's theatrical roots, or that 
much of it is filmed on a soundstage. The people and 
the songs are what matter, not gratuitous spectacle. 
This may also be as close as the Mouse ever gets to 
acknowledging the darker sexual themes of some 
original fairy tales, particularly Johnny Depp's cameo 
as the Wolf, dressed like an extra from The Wiz and 
singing a song of pedophilic menace. The pace lags 
a bit in the third act, though the jeopardy of a giant 
on the loose is made more interesting by the use of 
an actual human on forced-perspective sets rather 
than pixels to portray said giant. Like fats, oils, and 
Johnny Depp, Into the Woods knows that CGl is best 
used sparingly. SC 


Mr. Turner It's hard to imagine the curmudgeon-mav- 


erick director Mike Leigh even deigning to utter 
the word “biopic,” let alone making one. If there's 
anything we can safely expect from Leigh, it's that he 
won't go boiling down famous historical figures into 
series of wearily obligatory story beats. Certainly 
not the prolific 19th-century English painter J.M.W. 
Turner, whose work became a sublime segue from 
Romantic landscapes to Modernist abstractions, 
and whose personal life, as robustly inhabited in 
Leigh's film by Timothy Spall, apparently contained 
multitudes of gropes and grunts. Maybe not since 
Billy Bob Thornton in Sling Blade has a movie actor 
conveyed a greater range of human feeling through 
animal sounds. Of course our Mr. Turner talks, too, 
sometimes most eloquently, and of course he paints. 
What's most important to Leigh, though, is that the 
filmed Turner goes about his living, with a spirit 
which is both coarse and fine. Here, the only person 
with whom he shares any intimacy is his seaside 
landlady, excellently portrayed by Marion Bailey, 
and the seaside itself means a lot to him too. So Mr. 
Turner Is a strange movie about a strange person. A 
singular work of portraiture, it captures the mystery 
of aman apart from and yet deeply at home within 
his inspirations. An affinity for environment, and for 
light, suggests that Leigh and cinematographer Dick 


Pope have appreciated Turner's work to the point of 
absorption. But it's Spall who summons the life and 
commands the screen. (Read our interview with Spall 
at sfweekly.com/blogs/exhibitionist.) JK 

Unbroken How can a movie co-written by the Coen 
brothers and directed by Angelina Jolie be so dull? 
With unvarying appreciation and an almost forcibly 
positive attitude, Unbroken too calmly takes us 
through the one-damn-thing-after-another life 
story of Louie Zamperini, a World War Il bombardier 
whose B-24 crapped out over the Pacific, stranding 
him first on a life raft for a month and a half, then 
in a series of terrible Japanese prison camps. As a 
few limp flashbacks explain, being bullied as a kid 
helped Zamperini become an Olympian sprinter, 
but the endurance game is where he showed real 
sportsmanship. “If | can take it, | can make it” was 
his mantra, and that sure as hell came in handy. 
Here he's played by impressive up-and-comer Jack 
O'Connell, who knows at least enough about duty 
and perseverance to conduct himself well in one of 
those mediocre films an actor must pass through 
to pay dues for greatness and acclaim. The other 
standout in this otherwise sitting down movie is 
Takamasa Ishihara as Zamperini's prison-boss 
nemesis, a spoiled-brat sadist. Riding the swells 
of an orchestral score that sounds interchange- 
able with countless others, Jolie goes through 
the war-movie motions diligently, sincerely, and 
futilely: Unfortunately, the most salient trait of 
this commemoration is forgettability. JK 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


Balboa Theatre. Big Eyes: Beautifully photographed 
and emotionally compelling, Big Eyes is Tim Burton's 
best film since Ed Wood, telling the story of Mar- 
garet Keane (Amy Adams), the artist behind those 
paintings of saucer-eyed waifs that you've probably 
seen without knowing quite who made them. Daily. 
Into the Woods: The music of Stephen Sondheim 
is its own special effect, and Rob Marshall wisely 
doesn't try to overshadow it in his film of Sondheim's 
Into the Woods, which is a wonderfully odd bird and 
charmingly lo-fi for a big Disney holiday release. 
Daily. States of Grace: When local AIDS specialist Dr. 
Grace Dammann survived a nearly fatal car crash 
on the Golden Gate Bridge, it was up to her own 
willpower — and that of her parner Fu Schroeder — 
to rebuild her life. In States of Grace, filmmakers 
Helen S. Cohen and Mark Lipman show us how one 
family not only overcame a monstrous setback, but 
turned that experience into a blessing. Jan. 5-6, 7:30 
p.m. $7.50-$10. openstudioproductions.com. 3630 
Balboa, San Francisco, 221-2184, balboamovies.com. 

Castro Theatre. Midnites for Maniacs: Riding the Rails: 
Your crowded commute on the rush hour N-Judah 
won't seem so bad after tonight's double-feature of 
railroad action blasters, including Bong Joon-Ho's 
post-apocalyptic political allegory Snowpiercer 
(7:20 p.m.) and Andrei Konchalovsky’s prison escape 
thriller Runaway Train (9:45 p.m.). Fri., Jan. 2, 7:20 
p.m. $12. midnitesformaniacs.com. 429 Castro, San 
Francisco, 621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. Whiplash: Drumming well is the best 
revenge. Or so we learn from being schooled by 
Damien Chazelle’s thrilling litany of mind games 
and physical punishments, which features a dynamic 
movie duet between Miles Teller as a driven young 
conservatory jazz drummer and J.K. Simmons as his 
unreasonably abusive teacher. Daily. 2261 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Snakes on a 
Plane: It may be a whole new year, but BMN hosts Jim 
Fourniadis, Mikl-Em, and Dan Foley are starting this 
January the same way they have every year since 
2007 — with Samuel L. Jackson and his notoriously 
hot-tempered dislike for reptiles who interfere with 
his travel plans. Sun., Jan. 4, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 
Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Birdman: In Alejandro 
Gonzalez lfarritu’s bold comment on the uncertain 
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new frontier of performing arts, Michael Keaton plays 
the wounded, ambitious, has-been star of a superhe- 
ro-movie franchise, now mounting his own Raymond 
Carver adaptation on Broadway. Daily. The Theory 
of Everything: In director James Marsh's gauzy and 
chastely reverential movie, Eddie Redmayne relishes 
the physically challenging role of young astrophys- 
icist Stephen Hawking, bending himself through a 
progression of wheelchairs from 1960s Cambridge 
toward the gnarled, impish, computer-voiced 
transglobal keynoter we all know and love today. 
Daily. Mr. Turner: Mike Leigh directs Timothy Spall 
as the prolific 19th-century English painter J.M.W. 
Turner, whose work became a sublime segue from 
Romantic landscapes to Modernist abstractions, 
and whose personal life — as robustly inhabited by 
Spall — apparently contained multitudes of gropes 
and grunts. Daily. The Imitation Game: After breaking 
Nazi codes, basically winning World War Il, and pretty 
much inventing the computer and modern-day 
artificial intelligence, British mathematician Alan 
Turing was then chemically castrated for being gay 
and poisoned to death with cyanide. Last year the 
Queen granted Turing a posthumous pardon, but 
nothing really says “we're sorry” like Benedict 
Cumberbatch playing him in a posh, Oscar-hungry 
historical thriller. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San 
Francisco, 267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 


screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Citizenfour: The centerpiece 


of Laura Poitras’ new documentary about Edward 
Snowden is Poitras and journalist Glenn Greenwald in- 
terviewing Snowden in June of 2013, where Snowden 
explains just how thoroughly our government violates 
the world’s privacy. Though he disappears for much 
of the second half to go into exile, his presence 
remains — and if the film ends abruptly, that’s only 
because the real-life story is still far from over. 
Daily. Flamenco, Flamenco: Filmed by legendary 
cinematographer Vittorio Storaro, director Carlos 
Saura’s performance film Flamenco, Flamenco is a 
few dozen different flamenco routines — in Spanish 
with no English subtitles, and often shot against a 
backdrop of paintings by the likes of Picasso and 
Goya — that create a mesmerizing celebration of 
what can be accomplished with just cameras, lights, 
and talented musicians. Through Jan. 1, 2015. A Girl 
Walks Home Alone at Night: There's nothing not to 
get excited about in this feature-length debut by 
Ana Lily Amirpour. Not only is it shot in glorious black 
and white, it’s also an Iranian (!) vampire (!!) western 
(!!!), complete with Ennio Morricone-style music. If 
that doesn't turn you on, you may already be dead. 
Daily. National Gallery: Documentary grandmaster 
Frederick Wiseman delves into one of the world’s 
greatest museums, a London institution housing 
seven centuries’ worth of art. To report his aesthetic 
and administrative findings, he'll need just 181 minutes 
of your time. Daily. Viva La Liberta: Roberto Ando's 
twin-switching Italian political comedy starts off 
promisingly, but the deception in Viva La Liberta 
veers dangerously close to what Roger Ebert used 
to refer to as an Idiot Plot, meaning a plot that only 
functions because the characters are mostly idiots. 
Jan. 2-8. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 777-3456, 
landmarktheatres.com. 


Roxie Theater. New Year's Day Down Under: Although 


Australia will actually be in the middle of its second 
day of 2015 by the time these films hit the Big Roxie 
screen, you should still feel free to start your own 
year with two of its more idiosyncratic cinematic 
exports: Jane Campion's dysfunctional-family 
debut from 1989, Sweetie, and Peter Weir's gently 
creepy never-coming-of-age tale from 1986, Picnic 
at Hanging Rock. Thu., Jan. 1. 2014 Sundance Film 
Festival Shorts: Good recon for aspiring short-film 
maestros, the current Sundance collection brings a 
handful of live-action narrative, documentary, and 
animated offerings to its Roxie tour stop, including 
works directed by Rose McGowan, Don Hertzfeldt, 
Brett Weiner, Kelly Sears, Yuval Hameiri, Stephen 
Irwin, and more. Fri., Jan. 2. 3117 16th St., San 
Francisco, 863-1087, roxie.com. 
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SHOWS TO LOOK FORWARD 10 


A Brave New 
Primetime 


Here it is folks, your Moment 
of Zen, cleverly disguised as the Kill Your 
Television late winter TV preview. 


The Fall Season Two (Jan. 16, 
Netflix) 

Do you miss Helen Mirren’s Prime 
Suspect series? If so, I highly recommend 
The Fall, a creepy drama which stars Gil- 
lian Anderson and involves a homicidal 
maniac on the loose in Belfast. Ander- 
son plays Detective Superintendent Stel- 
la Gibson — a woman with as messy a 
private life as the cases she follows. Yes, 
that is a bona fide cliché at this point, 
but when done well we hardly notice. 
Both seasons will stream on Netflix. 


Whitney (Jan. 17, Lifetime) 

Lifetime has developed yet another 
dubious niche for itself by creating bi- 
opics of famous 
women who 
died horrible 
deaths, and I for 
one couldn’t be 
happier about 
it. This time it’s 
the sad, glorious 
life of Whitney 
Houston, direct- 
ed by Angela 
Bassett, who 
is receiving no 
end of shit from 
Houston's family 
for daring to take 
on the project. If you piss off Cissy you 
must be doing something right. 


The Nightly Show with Larry 
Wilmore (Jan. 19, Comedy Central) 
Okay, full disclosure: I don’t think 

this guy is funny and I was pissed off 
when I found out this is what is sup- 
posed to be replacing The Colbert Report. 
But I would be remiss in not including 
it here because everyone is going to 
tune in to see what he’s got. The Daily 
Show’s “Senior Black Correspondent” 
will be hosting the half-hour rundown, 
and though there’s not a lot of info out 
there about it, I’m guessing he will be at 
a desk in front of a live audience and he 
will harpoon right-wingers in the news. 
Just a hunch. 


Backstrom (Jan. 22, FOX) 

This is Rainn Wilson’s chance to 
de-Dwight Schrute-ify himself, and 
he seems to have thrown himself into 
the role full-force. He plays a grizzled, 
drunken loser of a detective who just 
might bust that case wide open! (Again 
with the clichés, oy vey.) It’s based on 
a Scandinavian crime drama, so it has 
that going for it, but it’s also created 
by the guy behind Bones, so expect 
some love-hate buddy-buddyness 
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somewhere. I love Wilson, and if the 
plots are compelling I will be all over it 
(that’s what she said). 


Better Call Saul (Feb. 8, AMC) 

Here it is, the single most antici- 
pated show of the year, the prequel to 
Breaking Bad. There’s really no more to 
be said. Tune in. 


Schitt's Creek (Feb. 11, POP) 

I’m a sucker for anything involving 
SCTV alums Eugene Levy or Cather- 
ine O’Hara. If either of them say two 
words it’s always hilarious, so this 
send-up of two down-and-out former 
members of the one percent looks 
golden. Back when they were filthy rich 
and petulant they purchased the back- 
woods town of Schitt’s Creek for shits 
and giggles; now they are forced to live 
there in a 2015 nod to Green Acres. The 
much missed comedic dorkhead Chris 
Elliott also stars. 


Battle Creek (March 1, CBS) 
Speaking of Breaking Bad, after it 
elevated Vince Gil- 
ligan to Bard-like 
beatitude, network 
execs all scrambled 
to dust off any 
pitches they might 
have gotten from 
him from before 
AMC snagged the 
ABQ meth drama. 
“Oh, now you'll take 
my calls?!,” he must 
be chuckling. Battle 
Creek takes place in 
the Michigan town 
of the same name 
and centers around two mismatched 
cops (again ... are there no new ideas un- 
der the sun?) who tackle the “hardscrab- 
ble streets” of the town and somehow 
earn one another’s respect. I swear that 
if this didn’t have Gilligan’s name on it 
I would not be mentioning it here. Let’s 
hope he elevates this idea as only he can. 


Unbreakable Kimmey 
Schmidt (Early March, Netflix) 

This Tina Fey-created comedy stars 
Office ingenue Ellie Kemper as Kim- 
mey, a New York nanny who has just 
escaped from a doomsday cult. Hilarity 
will no doubt ensue. 


Wolf Hall (April 5, PBS) 

I found the prose in Hilary Mantel’s 
novel about the Tudors, Wolf Hall, to 
be impenetrable, but nonetheless her 
Booker Prize-winning book and its 
follow-up, Bringing Up the Bodies, were 
huge literary sensations among the 
Times Literary Supplement set. I can’t 
wait to watch the Masterpiece Theater 
version, which will hopefully be dumb- 
ed down just enough for the pedestrian 
likes of me. Homeland’s Damian Lewis 
plays Henry VIIL. 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 
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SERVING THE 


FINEST. NY STYLE PIZZA 


OR 25 YEARS! 


7HanisonSt 1737 Haight 
896-0700 668-5577 


$242 22” St. 
206-0555 


333 Bush 
421-0700 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 
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BUTTER MAKES EVERYTHING BETTER 


Resolve [his. 


By Anna Roth 


Look, I’m fully aware that the 
holiday free-for-all is coming toa 
screeching halt this week. I know you've 
spent the past 30 days eating and drink- 
ing everything that came your way — all 
those cookies, all those cocktails, all 
those “well why not?” bites that added 
up to absurd, desperate thoughts of juice 
cleanses and kale-and-obscure-grain di- 
ets. But I’m asking you to postpone this 
fledgling urge to belt-tighten, for one 
more glorious meal anyway. Because the 
new Brenda’s Meat and Three on Di- 
visadero is a restaurant worth breaking 
your resolutions for. 

Brenda’s Meat and Three is owner 
Brenda Buenviaje and wife Libby 
Truesdale’s spinoff from their hugely 
popular Brenda’s French Soul Food in 
the Tenderloin, which is the kind of 
restaurant that makes you feel better 
by just walking into its airy, wel- 
coming dining room. While Brenda’s 
French Soul Food is more focused on 
New Orleans cuisine, Brenda’s Meat 
and Three is more generally Southern 
(its “meat and three” moniker refers 
to the Southern cafeteria tradition of 
one meat and three sides). It’s small- 
er than its Tenderloin counterpart, 
with only a handful of tables and 
an excellent horseshoe bar left over 
from the space’s former incarnation 
as the BlueJay Cafe. The sparsity of 
the room’s décor is a reflection of the 
menu's simplicity. 

Options for the meat part of “meat 
and three” change every day, but 
follow a certain logic. There is almost 
always fried chicken, three pieces of 
it, the same crisp, beautifully fried 
version from Bren- 
da’s, with a spiced 
crust that has some 
personality. There 
is a wonderful 
meatloaf, airy and 
no relation to the 
tasteless slices of 
meat that usually 
masquerade as that 
dish. A hunk of 
braised short rib 
doused in mush- 


Brenda’s Meat and Three 
919 Divisadero, 926-8657, 
brendasmeatandthree.com 


Meat and three $16-$19 


Shrimp hushpuppies $8.75 
Natchitoches meat pie basket 


Delta scramble $13.75 








Then there are the sides, which are 
the most interesting part of the meal 
and, if you're not feeling meat, can be 
ordered on their 
own in groups 
of four for $15. 
Stewed green 
beans turn from 
cafeteria food to 
something won- 
derful with the 
Calas $4 
Oyster stuffing is 
salty and savory. 
Mac and cheese, 
mashed potatoes, 


$7.50 


room gravy is so Creole Bloody Mary $7 and pork-infused 
soft it can be cut Eggs Benedict $11.50-$13 collared greens 
with a spoon. A Fried bologna sandwich taste simply like 
fillet of trout ina $8.25 the ingredients 


traditional butter 

and almond sauce 

manages to make even the “healthy” 
order decidedly not. All are good and 
worthy and you will not be disap- 
pointed. 


they’re made 

from. Fried okra 
is pickled before it’s fried, which gives 
each bite dimension. Roasted Brussels 
sprouts have enough butter to negate 
their vegetal benefits. 
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addition of bacon. 


The menu extends beyond meat and 
three, offering a few staples from the 
original Brenda's as well as expanding 
into new Southern territory. Instead 
of Brenda’s famous beignets, you can 
get calas, a lesser-known rice flour 
doughnut from the South that comes 
to the table hot and spongy, flecked 
with spice, served with jam and spiced 
butter, and dusted with powdered 
sugar. They’re breadier than beignets, 
and more interesting. At dinner there 
are shrimp-studded hushpuppies with 
a marvelously rich chipotle remoulade, 
and a spiced meat pie served with 
chow-chow, a pickled vegetable relish. 

Mornings bring biscuits and gra- 
vy, cinnamon-battered French toast, 
sweet potato pancakes, ham and red- 
eye gravy, and an assortment of egg 
dishes including the Delta Scramble, a 
take on the Hangtown Fry with fried 
oysters, shrimp, okra, and a spicy to- 
mato sauce. That spice is echoed in the 
excellent Bloody Mary, garnished with 
pickled okra. At brunch, eggs Benedict 


MUSIC 


Gabrielle Lurie 


Fried chicken, meaty collards, 
cheesy grits, and a Brenda’s biscuit: 
What else do you want in life? 


(with Creole hollandaise and, if you 
want, fried catfish) come on Brenda’s 
famously fluffy, buttery biscuits. 

Am I gushing? I am. I can’t help my- 
self. This is food that makes me happy, 
and I haven't had a bad bite, let alone 
a bad meal, there. Perhaps the best ex- 
ample is the bologna sandwich at lunch, 
which sounded kind of eh when it came 
to choosing between it and something 
like shrimp and grits or a po’boy at 
lunch. But, oh man. A thick slice of fried 
bologna sat on the bun with pickles and 
pimento cheese, each messy bite meld- 
ing into something greater than the 
sum of its parts. It’s a sandwich I will 
think about on hungover mornings and 
with late-night munchies, a sandwich I 
will tell people about, a sandwich that 
will never ever be too much. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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The Quesadilla of Your Dreams 


By Pete Kane 


La Snackeria is a crowdfunded 
project in Old Oakland by a self-described 
“Third Generation Tamale Girl,’ and, in 
short, it is a big win. Here, the masa is 
stone-ground and GMO-free, with a 
choice of jerk pork and plantain or green 
chicken filling. And while the tamarind 
Jarritos is cold and inviting, the horchata 
is housemade. 

The restraint here is commendable. 
It’s a small menu, without gimmicks 
or showy flourishes, and worth the 
approximately $10 price tag per item. 

A char siu pulled pork quesadilla (with 
soy sauce, honey, garlic, ginger, and 
house-pickled carrots and daikon) was 
not only the most sophisticated version 
of that otherwise commonplace snack 
I've had in ages, it was also proportioned 
exactly right. The flawlessly crisped 
tortilla complemented the easily distin- 
guishable ingredients, rather than envel- 
oping them in a cheesy goo bomb (and 
the side salad comes with pepitas!). 

Back to those tamales for a second. 
You can pre-order them by the dozen 
at the Tamale Girl’s “mothership” at 
582 Seventh St. in Oakland. Best party 
snack ever? 

The only drawback with La Snackeria 
is that it’s barely ever open. Tuesday 
through Friday, 11 a.m. through 3 p.m., 
is all we get. And the churros chinos 
(wonton skin fried in lard with sugar 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around 
town. To recommend a place, e-mail 
fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Brewcade: Adult children of San Francisco, rejoice: 
The team behind Blackbird has opened a bar in the 
Castro that pairs 25 craft beer taps with 24 vintage 
videogames, including Pac-Man, Ms. Pac-Man, 
Frogger, Street Fighter, Donkey Kong, and more. 
Some snacks and beer- and wine-based cocktails, 
but no booze. 2200 Market 

The Devil’s Acre: New North Beach cocktail spot from 
the Future Bars team (Bourbon & Branch, et al.) is 
going for an old-timey pharmacy vibe. Gold Rush-era 
cocktails, a soda fountain, and a vintage drink-mixing 
machine round out the concept. 256 Columbus 
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cinnamon) are restricted even further, 
to Thursdays and Fridays. Future expan- 
sion on both fronts is always possible, 
and in the meantime, if you find your- 
self in Old Oakland, La Snackeria awaits. 


La Snackeria 
815 Washington, Oakland. 


2015 Will Be 
a Lager Year 


By Brad Japhe 


Long overshadowed by flashier 
IPAs and full-bodied stouts, the proud 
German-style lager is returning to favor in 
the craft beer community. These oft-un- 
derstated expressions concern themselves 
not with assaulting your palate in a bar- 
rage of bitterness or cloying sweetness. La- 
gers rely instead on subtlety and 
complexity. And they are about to have 
their day. 

So consider yourself warned — 2015 
promises to be the Year of the Craft Lager. 
Brewed in similar fashion for over 

500 years, traditional German »? p36 


Dinosaurs: The fourth location of a popular bahn mi 
restaurant opens near the Hall of Justice. Crispy 
tofu, grilled pork, and shaking beef sandwiches are 
among the favorites. No seating, but there is pinball. 
18 Boardman Place, 701-1421, eatdinosaurs.com 

The Progress: The long-anticipated second restaurant 
from State Bird Provisions chefs/owners Stuart Brioza 
and Nicole Krasinski has finally arrived. The menu is 
all family-style meals in various configurations of 
courses. Good luck getting a reservation (the bar 
is open for walk-ins). 1525 Fillmore, 673-1294, 
theprogress-sf.com 

Zoomaak: New Korean wine bar at Fillmore and Geary 
specializes in sweet rice wine and other alcoholic bevs 
like the fermented makgollie. Small plates abound. 
1552 Fillmore, 441-9299 
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Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 


Open Fri & Sat 


2427 3rd St, SF 
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*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
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GAN FRANCISCO 
509 VALENCIA ST @ 16TH | (415) 255-1303 


2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 


Now offering vegan pizza at this location www.gilberths.com 
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HAPPY HOUR 


Get Tickets at YOSHIS.COM / the venue box office 
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BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian 
“Best of the Bay” 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 

2009, 2012, 2013 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 


Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 
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BREAKFAST + LUNCH DAILY 
DINNER TUESDAY - SAT 
BRUNCH SAT + SUN 


655 ELLIS STREET, SF 
415-321-8899 
MRCRAVEBISTRO.COM 


KING OF NOODLES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


"BUENA 
VISUA 


SATT PRATICISCC 
World Famous 
Original 
"Irish Coffee" 







Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


We’re toasting to Sat-Sun 


the New Year 
twice! 
(elebrating Irish Kew Year 
@ 4PM (12AM GMT) 
Complimentary Champagne Toast 
&:. Bid Adieu. 
OPAUT 
CF “Ring in 
2015 with us! 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


3200 24th Street 
@ S. Van Ness 
415-550-7510 

LY Co) abd of gf Me PANY Cae 
Sat-Sun SAN-2AM 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR' ARTS & CULTURE 





Fresh Eats from p35 


styles can’t be considered as anything 
remotely new. Even the beer halls serv- 
ing them are ancient by San Francisco's 
standards. Schroeder’s restaurant in the 
Financial District, for example, has been 
pushing out boot-glass shaped mugs 

of marzen and doppelbock since 1893. 
But what was once a hangout for aging 
immigrants and European tourists is 
now seeing lunchtime crowds of young 
professionals and beer geeks eager to 
polish off liters of Aventinus and Wei- 
henstephaner on draft. 

This is hardly an aberration. It’s the 
result of a slow pendulum swing back 
to the middle, after years spent in the 
wilderness of over-the-top hoppy ales. In 
many ways, brewers can better showcase 
their meticulous craftsmanship through 
these quieter styles. And being that a lot 
of flavor can be lost on the journey from 
Bavaria to the Bay Area, local producers 
have stepped up to the plate to deliver a 
fresher take on what the Germans mas- 
tered many centuries ago. 

Dan Gordon has long been a legend 
in these here parts. The man originally 
responsible not only for Gordon Biersch, 
but also the irresistible smell of garlic 
fried potatoes hovering relentlessly 
above the air at AT&T Park, has only ever 
been interested in German beer-making. 
It’s no coincidence that he was one of 
the first Americans to graduate from a 
five-year brewing engineering program 
at the Technical University of Munich. 

It was there that he become a devotee 
of the Reinheitsgebot, learning, even, 
how to pronounce it. That’s the German 
Beer Purity Law legislating the only four 
ingredients that can go into beer in this 
part of the world: hops, barley, yeast, and 
water. It’s been that way since 1487. And 
no liquid fermented in Germany can car- 
ry the title “beer” on its label if it strays 
even remotely from this rigid guideline. | 
In 1988, Gordon and Dean Biersch A 
opened their first brewery in Palo Alto. _ © 
Much has changed since then, including 
a nationwide chain of brewpubs — 
which were subsequently sold off — and 
an expansion to a much larger brewing 
facility in San Jose. The one thing that 
has remained consistent is Gordon’s N 
devotion to lagering, with those four : 
staple ingredients. Don’t expect to see a 
pumpkin-peach release anytime soon. 

Emulating German styles requires 
not only an allegiance to simplicity, 
but an equal regard to patience. A typ- 
ical lager, with its bottom-fermenting 
yeasts, must sit in the tank for upwards 
of a month, during which time an in- 
trepid ale producer could easily turn 
over three times as much product. It’s 
time-consuming, and labor intensive, 
which means it’s never going to take 
over pale ales on the shelves of your 
local liquor store. But as palates evolve 
to appreciate subtlety, demand will clear 
space for more and more kolsh, come 
summertime. And the demographics are 


Mikkeller BAR 





LUNCH SPECIAL 
BRATWURST + BEER OF THE DAY 
$12.00 M-F 12-4PM 


34 MASON STREET, SF 
(415) 984-0279 
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shifting. Head over to Schroeder’s and r 
see for yourself. Just don’t forget to pair y 
that Paulaner with a fresh-baked pretzel. ‘ 


Trends come and go, but some bonds T 
can never be broken. 


MUSIC 
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UNRAVELING REALITY IN THE HAIGHT 


Martinis at the Oasis 


The first time I ever went into 
Aub Zam Zam on Haight was my first 
Christmas in San Francisco. 

It’s a beautiful faux-Persian room 
with a large semi-circular bar at one 
end under a colorful mural. The rest 
of the room contains small tables, 
decorative stained glass windows, 
and perfect lighting to complement 
the sense that you’ve walked into an- 
other world. 

I sat down, ordered a gin and ton- 
ic, and began to be chatted up by a 
married couple who were fascinated 
to learn the details of my life and 
couldn’t stop bickering. The husband 
would compliment me while the wife 
took pot shots at him, and then, as 
though signaled by a shift in the 
wind, they would switch roles. 

I realized that they were desper- 
ately looking for a one-night- 
stand to take their focus off 
each other, and that the 
longer I kept talking to 
them, the more like- 
ly it was that they 
would take me home 
and have hate sex 
through me. 

I finished the 
drink they bought 
me, and excused 
myself to go to an 
imaginary Christ- 
mas party. 

I’ve barely been 
to Zam Zam since, 
although it’s beautiful 
and conveniently located. 
But when Miriam texted me 
late at night to say that she was 
in the Upper Haight and wanted me 
to explain the nature of reality, that’s 
where we went. 

Miriam had saved a seat for me 
at one end of the bar. “What do you 
do exceptionally well?” I asked the 
bartender. 

“Well, we were founded in 1941, 
so we're kind of focused on drinks 
that speak to that time,” she said. 
“Gin martinis, Manhattans ...” 

We went with a gin martini. She 
asked if there’s any gin I’m particular 
to, and I said that I’m a Hendricks 
man. She asked if I'd tried St. George, 
and she’s not the first bartender to do 
so recently. When I said I’m unfamil- 
iar, she brought two bottles of it over 
and had me sample each: one tasted 
of pine needles, the other had a floral 
bouquet. I picked the floral, and she 
made a killer martini out of it, adding 
a twist at the last minute. You can’t 
get more care and attention to craft 
than that. 

Miriam was drinking a martini 
too, but she wanted it with vodka. 
You could feel the room hiss. That’s 
not how they do it here. 
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“So how do you tell the difference 
between reality and fantasy?” Miriam 
asked, over the possibly imaginary 
hissing noise. 

“Reality is a better story.” 

She asked how you can know 
whether you're being authentic or just 
following a pattern set out for you 
by upbringing and culture and mass 
media, and something about this all 
seemed very familiar. I was having in- 
tense déja vu as I talked to her about 
whether there’s a reality beyond base 
matter, whether we have free will ... 
and I couldn’t figure out why. 

“We need a record of this!” Miriam 
said. “Do you know how many of our 
conversations I wish I had a record of, 
to review later?” To be fair, she thinks 
that about conversations she has 

with a lot of people. 
But oh God — this has 
happened before. In Mos- 
cow, around the turn of 
the century. I was ona 
date with a club pho- 
tographer — Maria 
— and in the mid- 
dle of dinner she 
asked me whether 
synesthesia im- 
plies something 
about the nature 
of ultimate reality. 
As I grasped for 
an answer she took 
out a notepad and 
started writing my re- 
marks down in short- 
hand. “So I can review 
later,” she said. 

I'd thought we had chemis- 
try; she'd thought I knew the secrets 
of the universe. I have no idea why. It 
was one of the worst dates of my life. 
At 4 in the morning she told me I'd 
transformed her life. I went home re- 
alizing I knew nothing about women. 

Back at Zam Zam, I was so 
shocked by the repetition of history 
that I missed the name of the next 
gin drink the bartender made for me. 
It was still delicious. 

I marveled at Miriam’s ability to 
accidentally offend me with synchro- 
nicity. It’s happened before. 

“Well, we're not doing that,” I 
told Miriam. It’s what I should have 
told Maria. “We're just having a 
conversation.” 

Or maybe this was Zam Zam. 
Maybe the bar likes to screw with me. 
It is a beautiful oasis, no doubt, but 
it’s also sharp, like good gin. I recom- 
mend it, but I don’t think I’m going 
to be a regular. Too much history. 
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Aub Zam Zam 
1633 Haight, 861-2545 
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FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
DECEMBER 31 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 3 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $28.50 DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $39.50 


HOT TUNA PATTI SMITH 
ACOUSTIC DUO & HER BAND 


JOE PURDY JAN. 23 & JAN. 24 SOLD OUT! 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 SR SN Ie We GT Fe 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $22.50 bic Lloetaet oa? pte hatin 22 


VAX) Wild 4 
WITH ROB SONIC SOECIAL CAUCE 


HOMEBOY SANDMAN MATT COSTA 


- THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 | 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $28.50 deren erie ens a 


THE JAYHAWKS WALE 


rade ea SIMPLE MOBILE SIMPLY NOTHING TOUR 


FRIDAY. JANUARY 9 ND 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $35.00 Pegresbtaat boty pin acre pa 


IAN HUNTER & 
THE RANT BAND NOT ERY an 


STEVE WYNN THANK YOU SCIENTIST 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 16 _ SATURDAY, JANUARY 31 
| DYOTO) AOR yas) = LOAN PA ele) DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $19.50 


THE WOOD BROTHERS) RAINBOW GIRLS 


MANDOLIN ORANGE THE HOT TODDIES, THE SHE’S, 


a KENDRA MCKINLEY 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $35.00 FEBRUARY 4&5 


BIG HEAD TODD DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $40.00 
_& THE MONSTERS | LUCINDA WILLIAMS 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18 DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


1BIOlO) S/S) s (OWE YER Oe KELLER WILLIAMS & 
THE BUDOS BAND THE MOTET 


ticketmaster.com 


LOPE, Cate Cit] == 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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Make-Out Room 


; 


WED 12/31 AT 9PM $20 ADV/$25 DOOR 


PARTY UP! 
NEW YEAR’S EVE BALL 
w/ DJ 2 SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, 
HIP-HOP, GROOVE, INTERNATIONAL 
BALLOON DROP, PARTY FAVORS, 
CHAMPAGNE TOAST AT MIDNIGHT 
ADVANCE TIX @ BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


THURS 1/1 
CLOSED - HAPPY 2015! 


FRI 1/2 AT 9PM $5 


GROUND ZERO 


80S NEW WAVE/DISCO 
DJ THOM THUMP 
SPECIAL GUESTS! 


SAT 1/3 AT 10PM $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE y DJ ROGER MAS 


CUMBIA, DANCE-HALL, HOP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN 1/4 AT 7:30PM $8 


CASHEW & CLEARY 
+ PAULA FRAZER + TBD 


MON 1/5 AT 6PM FREE 


ATTACK OF THE TYPEWRITERS! 


POLITICAL LETTER-WRITING FOR EVERYONE. 
WE BRING THE TYPEWRITERS - YOU BRING THE 
OUTRAGE! NOT TOO MANY PEOPLE KNOW IT, 
BUT ONE LETTER =100 VOTES 


FOLLOWING AT 8PM FREE 


MAKE OUT FIRST MONDAYS 
JAZZ 


TUES 1/6 AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 
w/ DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 





415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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KEEP THE PARTY ALIVE PAST LAST CALL. 





By Emma Silvers and Chris Zaldua 


From Sarah Slocum to Iggy Aza- 
lea, 2014 was, among other things, the 
year of chronic foot-in-mouth disease. 
Blame the immediacy of the internet, or 
call it the slow decline of American society 
as we know it — a lot people behaved 
badly this year in very public forums. 

Unfortunately, while we will contin- 
ue to hate-follow Iggy Azalea on Twit- 
ter, we don’t have much control over 
her, or anyone’s, actions. What can we 
do? We can resolve not to be shitty in 
the coming year. And we don’t mean go- 
ing to the gym more, though, yeah, that 
too. But there’s another arena in which 
self-discipline, good manners, and just 
a pinch of human decency can add up to 
something much more — with no ini- 
tiation fee whatsoever, to boot. It’s the 
music scene. It’s your music scene. And 
it’s up to you to make it awesome in 
2015. Here are our 10 Music Command- 
ments for the new year. 


Thou shalt arrive at the party be- 
fore the headlining DJ goes on and 
stay until after he or she is done. 
If there’s one thing San Francisco doesn’t 
have, it’s ashortage of DJs. But many of 
our local DJs, who usually support travel- 
ing headliners with opening or closing 
sets, are oftentimes supremely talented 
— sometimes better than the headliner. 
Show up early and stay late to check out 
what makes our local DJs special. 


Thou shalt put thy goddamn 
phone down. 

Hey you, dude in the second row at the In- 
dependent who is dutifully recording the 
entire show on his cell phone: Yes, we can 
see that you sprung fora really expensive 
one. What we can’t see is the show, and 
that makes you, sir, The Worst. You are 
spawning new startups, like Yondr, which 
provides cases to venues that disable 
phones, so a club can create a mandatory 
phone-free environment if management 
wants to. This is like putting vinegar ona 
child’s thumb to make him stop sucking 
it. Don't make this necessary. Bea 
grownup. Additionally, you will never, 
ever watch that video. 


Thou shalt not refer to a venue, 
artist, or record as a “concept.” 

Is the thing you're trying to talk about a 
place where people go to listen to music, 
dance, and maybe drink beverages and eat 
food? That’s not a concept. It’s a venue. Or 
a club. Ora bar. Are you a person or people 
who record music and/or perform it live? 


Congratulations, you're a band or an art- 
ist, making records or albums or songs. 
We have perfectly good, accurate nouns 
for all of these things already. Structural- 
ism is a concept. Manifest destiny is a con- 
cept. Cut it out. 


Relatedly: Thou shalt stop 
suggesting thy new app will 
“revolutionize” the concert-going 
experience. 

If we had a nickel for every press release 
we ve gotten this year full of breathless 
copy about a new way to get tickets, or tell 
your friends which shows you're going to, 
or buy drinks once you're at the show, or 
generally introduce a new thing to do on 
your phone that absolutely no one was 
clamoring for — we'd have enough money 
for at least a pair of concert tickets. Toa 
concert we would then attend, and even 
meet up with friends at, probably while 
drinking drinks, all without the help of an 
app. (If anyone invents an app that cuts 
through service fees and makes a larger 
cut of the ticket price go directly to the 
musicians youre seeing, let us know.) 


Thou shalt keep the party going 
past 2 a.m. 

We know, this is a tall order, because these 
things are often venue- and permit-re- 
stricted. So this one goes out to the venue 
owners: Do whatever you can to secure a 
post-2 a.m. license. Dancefloors take on 
an entirely different and more exciting 
character past 2 a.m., and those involved 
(partygoers, venue owners, DJs, promot- 
ers) should do their part to keep the party 
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* Hologram Tupac: We're 
| pretty sure the real one 
would be pissed. 
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alive past last call. 


Thou shalt let dead people remain 
dead. 

Less than a year after the Billboard Music 
Awards gave everyone nightmares with a 
Michael Jackson hologram, we have word 
that a hologram Liberace is due to tour 
the world next year, beginning with a 
“performance” in Las Vegas, date TBA, 
begging the question — who on earth 
asked for this? What, pray tell, is your tar- 
get audience? Anyway: The folks behind 
the project, Hologram USA, are some of 
the same who brought you Hologram 
Tupac at Coachella in 2012, and they 
promise to roll out a “slate of celebrity res- 
urrection projects” over the next 30 days. 
Look, it is tragic when our favorite musi- 
cians die, even more so when they die 
young, That does not give us the go-ahead 
to just make new versions of them, like 

we re anew producer signing on for Toy 
Story 12. Please stop. For one thing, if we 
ever learn how to actually reanimate peo- 
ple, Tupac and MJ are gonna be pissed. 
(We can't really decide about Liberace.) 


Thou shalt not harass anyone at 
the club. 

It’s a sad reality that this must be said, but 
it’s areal problem: Clubs play host toa 
staggeringly high number of incidences of 
harassment, mostly in the form of un- 
wanted touching or verbal sexual harass- 
ment. If you ever experience unwelcome 
touching, verbal harassment, or unwel- 
come or improper behavior, let the party 
host or venue know. And to the straight 


The 10 Music Commandments 


guys who come to the club to meet 
women, take it from us — there’s nothing 
more attractive to a single lady at a party 
than a guy who's confidently dancing by 
himself and having a great time. Do your 
own thing, have fun doing it, and other 
people will notice. 


Thou shalt pay (at least a little 
something) for thy music. 

If nothing else, 2014 was the year of the 
shrill internet debate about How To Fix the 
Music Industry. Funny how no one’s fig- 
ured it out yet, huh? The only thing we can 
say for sure: If you are listening to music 
that you have not paid for in the slightest, 
the artist who created that music is likely 
getting jacked. If you want to participate in 
the ongoing debate about streaming music 
services and royalty rates and crowdfund- 
ing and (cough) how much bands that 
crowdfund should and shouldn't spend in 
order to break even on tour — or the paral- 
lel conversation about How to Save the 
Music Scene in S.F. — the absolute mini- 
mum is throwing your friendly neighbor- 
hood musicians a few dollars. Buy their 
actual records. Buy their merch. At the very 
least, get yourself a premium membership 
for that unlimited, every-song-you-can- 
possibly-think-of-on-demand service you 
keep so handily on your phone. And now’s 
when we acknowledge (in a whisper) that 
we re siding with Taylor Swift. 


Thou shalt loseth thy shit at the 
club. 

Dance parties are critically important lim- 
inal spaces that operate outside the 
boundaries of regular society. The experi- 
ence of subsuming one’s identity into a 
greater mass as the dancefloor makes one 
out of many is the pinnacle of club culture, 
and you should do whatever it takes to get 
yourself there. We're not encouraging the 
use of illegal substances, and we're espe- 
cially not encouraging “getting sloppy,” to 
use the vernacular, but we are encouraging 
all partygoers to limit their inhibitions by 
any means necessary, and to check their 
egos at the door. Show up witha smile on 
your face, lose yourself on the dancefloor, 
and go home coated in sweat. There’s sim- 
ply no other way to doit. 


Thou shalt not wear Native Ameri- 
can headdresses to music festivals. 
No. Just don’t. Everyone hates you. We 
don’t care how good it looks with your 
weird fringey halter top thing that is to- 
tally not a real shirt. Say it with us: Cul- 
tural appropriation ain't cute. 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


48-Hour 
Party People 


By Chris Zaldua 


New Year’s Eve is a paradox in 
San Francisco: It’s simultaneously one 
of the best and worst nights of the year 
to party. The best because, with some 
proper planning and preparation (re- 
peat after me: disco nap, disco nap, 
disco nap!), a dedicated partygoer can 
go for it European-style, partying well 
into New Year’s Day and beyond with 
musical accompaniment provided by 
top-tier artists and DJs from all over 
the globe and the Bay Area, too. The 
worst because, without said proper 
planning and preparation, New Year’s 
Eve becomes the worst amateur hour 
imaginable, as costumed crowds flood 
the city from the outer reaches of the 
Bay, cover charges skyrocket accord- 
ingly, and awful music descends like a 


Gray Area presents Honey Sunset New 
Year's Eve featuring Lee Douglas and 
more at Gray Area Art + Technology 
Grand Theater, 9 p.m.-4 a.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 31. $30-$40; grayarea.org 

If you have to pick just one party to attend 
on New Year's Eve, this is your best bet. 
Headlining is Lee Douglas, a Berlin-by-way- 
of-New York producer and DJ responsible 
for two of the year’s finest techno records, 
the An-i 12-inches on Cititrax. He's sup- 
ported by the resident DJs from Honey 
Soundsystem (Jason Kendig, Jackie House, 
Robot Hustle, and Josh Cheon) and Sunset 
Soundsystem (Solar, Galen, and J-Bird), 
some of the finest DJs in San Francisco. 
Meanwhile, visual artists HEX and Corecult 
will feature a full-size LED installation to 
keep your eyes as busy as your ears. It all 
goes down in the Mission's historic Grand 
Theater, the new home of Gray Area Foun- 
dation For The Arts, whose spacious dance- 
floor and curved dome will make for an 
amazing venue to ring in the new year. 


Housepitality’s Interstellar Discotech 
feat. Derek Plaslaiko, Dave Aju, Secret 
Studio, and more at F8, 8 p.m.-4 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 31. $30-$40; 
feightsf.com 

Housepitality’s NYE bash has an all-star 
lineup headed up by Derek Plaslaiko, the 
Detroit-born, Berlin-based DJ who has 
been honing his skills all around the globe 
for the past 20-odd years. Plaslaiko is one 
of the world’s most versatile DJs, with an 
encyclopedic knowledge of dance music. 
His sets often feature classic disco along- 
side vintage Chicago house alongside cut- 
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Lee Douglas 


plague on dancefloors throughout the 
city. This week’s column foregoes the 
usual Top 5 and instead features a 
handful of events throughout New 
Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day, so that 


ting-edge minimal techno, a feat made 


possible by his knack for selection and top- 


tier mixing skills. Joining him is Dave Aju, a 
San Franciscan whose string of pristine 
tech-house releases has made him a favor- 
ite all over the world. Local live act Secret 
Studio and DJ duo Bob Campbell head up 
the main room support, while DJ team The 
Chug Dealers will keep the party going in 
the back. 


Monarch New Year's Eve featuring 

Click Click and more at Monarch, 8 
p.m.-4 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 31. $40; 
monarchsf.com 

Monarch plays host to Click Click, a Berliner 
with his own twist ona distinctly American 
style of dance music, blending together nu- 
disco, indie dance, and contemporary deep 


house. It's glossy, playful, fun, and sexy, per- 


fectly suited to a New Year's Eve party. 

They're joined by Oakland new-wave duo 
The Lovemakers and a who's who of local 
DJs: DJ M3 and Erik Deutsch; Richie Panic 


and Corey Sizemore; Lisbona, Shiny Objects, 


and Papa Lu; Mozghan, Tasho and Cole; and 
last but not least, DJ Alvaro. 


Black Magic Disko's feat. Afrikan Sci- 
ences and more at F8, 6 a.m.-midday 
Thursday, Jan. 1. Free with Housepitality 
entry, $10+ otherwise; feightsf.com 

If you choose Housepitality for your NYE 
debauchery, plan to stick around F8 all 
night long until Black Magic Disko takes 
over at 6 a.m. to launch the new year. If not, 
you should still show up in the wee hours of 
the morning, because this one features 
hometown hero Conor playing tunes in the 
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musically-discerning partygoers can 
pick and choose when and how they 
ring in the new year (and, of course, so 
those with enough stamina can do it 


all). 


6 a.m. slot, followed up by a slew of headlin- 
ers including Afrikan Sciences, an Oak- 
land-born producer who released one of 
2014's best albums on renowned label PAN. 
He's joined by Silky from London and Blak- 
kat from L.A., house aficionados with record 
collections that span decades. Dirtie Blonde 
will keep the party going in the back along- 
side Victor Vega and Woo. 


Sunset Soundsystem’s New Year's Day 
Dance Party feat. Roy Davis Jr. and more 
at Mezzanine, 2 p.m.-2 a.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 1. $15-$20; mezzaninesf.com 
Sunset’s annual New Year's Day party is go- 
ing big this time, running a full 12 hours on 
Jan. 1. The festivities begin in the afternoon 
(which means you could conceivably party 
nonstop beginning Wednesday evening into 
Friday morning) at Mezzanine, featuring lo- 
cal Benjamin Vallery as well as Sunset’s res- 
idents Solar, Galen, and J-Bird. Later on, 
Chicago acid house legend Roy Davis Jr. 
takes over, ushering in the new year as only 
an old-school legend can. 


Morning Glory 3 featuring Jackie House, 
Steve Fabus, DJ Primo, Doc Sleep and 
more at BeatBox, 4 a.m.-9 a.m. Thurs- 
day, Jan. 1. $5 with Honey Sunset wrist- 
band, $10 without; beatboxsf.com 
BeatBox is keeping it a locals-only affair 
with Morning Glory, a 4 a.m. dance party 
featuring a series of 30-minute DJ sets 
from a host of San Francisco selectors, in- 
cluding the names above as well as Trevor 
Sigler, Taco Tuesday, CarryOnDisco, M*JU*R, 
and ChiChi. Expect a sleazy, dirty, sweaty, 
and queer-ish party — perhaps the most 
San Francisco way possible to celebrate 
2015. 


668 HAIGHT ST. (at Pierce St.) 
, eS ti pte 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES * BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


-San Francisco: 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7PM. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


sd @DANNYCOYLES 


HA HA HAS CH L IME 
wm | 
PUNCH oe 


“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!"-pave cHarPeLie 
SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


1A HA HA HA 


WED. 12/31, FRI. 1/2 = SAT. 1/3 


NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
GREG PROOPS 


CHRIS VOTH, CAITLIN GILL 
TUESDAY 1/6 


THE TAI MAI SHU SHOW 


WITH BRADLEY LUM! 
oe Nes SATURDAY 1/10 


FROM THE JOE ROGAN EXPERIENCE AND 
‘) | CENTRAL'S THIS IS NOT HAPPENING! 
ARI SHAFFIR 


DREW PLATT 


WEDNESDAY 1/14 ~ SATURDAY 1/17 
FROM TOM RHODES RADIO PODCAST! 

TOM RHODES 

LYNN RUTH MILLER, TOBY MURESIANU 


TUESDAY 1/20 - WEDNESDAY 1/21 
SCIENTIST TURNED COMEDIAN 


~~, 
a TIM LEE 
JANUARY " JANUARY 23-FEBRUARY8 =» _————_ FEBRUARY 8 
SF SKETCHFEST 
THE SAN FRANCISCO COMEDY FESTIVAL! 
WWW.SFSKETCHFEST.COM 


WEDNESDAY WEDNESDAY 2/11 - SATURDAY 2/14 1] = SATURDAY 2/14 
FROM TOTALLY BIASED WITH W. KAMAU BELL AND 
LATE NIGHT WITH JIMMY FALLON! 


SHENG WANG 


—___ GRIACLAYY, JESSE FERNANDEZ _ CLAYY, JESSE FERNANDEZ 


WEDNESDAY 2/25 - SATURDAY 2/28 
FROM NIKKI & SARA LIVE & @MIDNIGHT! 
NIKKI GLASER 


TOM BRADY, LYDIA POPOVICH 


Pe 


ticketmaster.com 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF ° TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF * PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM * ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER ° 2 DRINK MINIMUM ° ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE * CALL FOR SHOW TIMES ° 415-397-PLSF 


ComerorT 
TYHANED 


FRI 1/2 - SUN 1/4 : 
oH WML 
With special guest Jiffy Wild 


From E!’s Chelsea Lately! 


WED 1/7 
COMEDIANS WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS 


THUR 1/8-SUN1/11 [x = 
GODFREY P 
From Louie and BET’s Comic View! 


FRI 1/16 - SAT 1/17 
MICHAEL YO & FRIENDS 


From E! News and Chelsea Lately! 


Tm = JANUARY 22 - FEBRUARY 8 
SF SKETCHFEST C2) 
The San Francisco Comedy Festival! ‘7 
See full lineup at 


WWW.SFSKETCHFEST.COM 


NEW YEAR'S EVE! 
Comedy Countdown 2014 
DOUG BENSON, FORTUNE FEIMSTER, 
W. KAMAU BELL, TOMMY JOHNAGIN 
JON DORE, SAMMY OBEID 
& TONY CAMIN! 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated rn Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 
ALTA Ml ete] -}-t-lete]' |=) Meso) |) | 





Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


‘efi 
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EIST istines 


Club listings are offered as a free service to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space restrictions. 
To have a listing added, contact Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@sfweekly.com), fax 
(771-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major shows and 
special events. Call individual clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 415 
area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - searchable 
by keyword, date, and genre - are available online. 


Orden Mundial, Born/Dead, Remnants, Drunk 


THURSDAY 1/1 Dial, 9 p.m., $8. 


ROCK 

DANCE 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Pretty 
Flowers, Reptoid, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 


Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. 
New Year's Day with Danny Tenaglia, plus 


J 


“ 
£ 


2 Fl 
JAN 


: 


A TRIBUTE TO 
ROBIN WILLIAMS 


A LIFE CELEBRATION THROUGH ART 


SETH TROXLER 


BRASS TAX: SUPPER OF SURVIVORS VI CHEESEMONGER INVITATIONAL 


NONSTOP BHANGRA #109: LOHRI CELEBRATION DEEP SF: BLACK COFFEE - MARQUES WYATT 


AS YOU LIKE IT: FRED P VS. ANOMOLY SURE THING: MINIMAL WAVE & CITITRAX SHOWCASE 
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Nikita, Mark Slee, Rooz, Bo, Papa Lu, Ben 
Seagren, and Dean Samaras, 4 p.m., $15 
advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., San Francisco. Morning 
Glory, w/ Steve Fabus, DJ Primo, Doc Sleep, 
Trevor Sigler, Taco Tuesday, CarryOnDisco, 
MJR, Jackie House (starts 4 a.m. Thursday 
morning), $5-$10. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. Black Magic Dis- 
ko's New Years Revival, w/ Afrikan Sciences, 
Blakkat, Conor, Silky, Victor Vega, Dirtie 
Blonde (starts 6 a.m. Thursday morning), 
6 a.m., $20. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Sunset 
New Year's Day Dance Party, w/ Roy Davis Jr., 
Galen, Solar, J-Bird, more, 2 p.m., $10-$20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Breakfast of 
Champions 2015, w/ Alvaro, Fort Knox Five, 
Ding Dong, Motion Potion, Mancub, David 
Harness, Trav, M3, Anthony Mansfield, Sol, 
Deckard, 8Ball, Dex Stakker, Zach Moore, Brad 
Robinson, Benchun (starts 6 a.m. Thursday 
morning), 6 a.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Fresh As a 
Daisy New Year's Day 2015, w/ DJ Three, Jeno, 
Conor, Bells & Whistles, Jason Greer, James 
Glass, Jonah Sharp, Anthony Mansfield, 
dAvi A, Wichita Ron (starts 6 a.m. Thursday 
morning), 6 a.m., $20. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Brass Tax 
Supper of Survivors VI, w/ DJs JoeJoe, Ding 
Dong, Marky Ray, Mace, Ernie Trevino, Haute 
Mess, Dr. Whiskers, Motion Potion, and Peter 
Blick, 4 p.m., $5-$20. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Control 


Y 
Jd 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.5821 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
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Friday January 2d, 2015 —- 


Soul Funk 
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trolden 
Viny 
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-— Sunday January 4th, 2016 -- 
Costume 





wOQ 


TUES TH 


San Francisco: New Year's Day Edition, w/ 
Myon & Shane 54, Zima, Ari Kyle, 9 p.m., 
$30 advance. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, San 
Francisco. Breakfast in Bed, w/ Danny Buddah 
Morales, David Harness, Didje Kelli, Marija 
Dunn, P-Dub, Paul Rosas, Dalen Poland (starts 
4 a.m. Thursday morning), $15 advance. 


ACOUSTIC 


Musicians Union Local 6: 116 Ninth St., San 
Francisco. San Francisco Singer-Songwriters’ 
Workshop, hosted by Robin Yukiko, First 
Thursday of every month, 6:30 p.m., $25 
(free for AFM members). 


JAZZ 


Chez Hanny: 1300 Silver, San Francisco. Ferber 
Brothers & Le Boeuf Brothers, 4 p.m., $20 
suggested donation. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco. Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod 
Dickow, First and Third Thursday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
Lucky Peterson, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $24. 


FUNK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 


December 31, 2014 -- 


REMINISCE 2015 


New Years Eve 
Takin it Back to the Old School 


-— Thursday January 1st, 2016 -- 
Dance Karaoke Thursdays 
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Francisco. Lettuce New Year's Day Party, 
featuring Adam Deitch, Wil Blades, the Shady 
Horns, and more, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 


FRIDAY 1/2 


ROCK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco. Honey Island Swamp Band, 9:30 p.m., 
$18 advance. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Fran- 
cisco. Pity Sex, Whirr, Happy Diving, 9:30 
p.m., $13-$15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Petty 
Theft, The Spectones, 9 p.m., $16-$18. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. 
Trendy Dad, Geronimo Getty, The Do-Its, Greg 
Ashley, 9 p.m., $10. 

Slim's: 333 1ith St., San Francisco. Anti-Flag 
(performing The Terror State), La Plebe, Great 
Apes, NMBRSTTN, 9 p.m., $18. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Fourth Annual New Year's Free Party, w/ 
Hotel Garuda, Julia Lewis, Popgang DJs, 
Make It Funky S.F., Wormhole Crew, Justin 
Milla, more, 9 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. 
“Modular,” w/ Rey & Kjavik, Pedro Arbulu 
& T-R-X, FeLNLove, Anneka Mia, 9 p.m., free 
before 11 p.m. with RSVP. 

BeatBox: 314 1ith St., San Francisco. “Trade,” 


+. 
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KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM 


12/31 “WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY 
SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 


1/3 BLANK SPOTS 
1906 

POGO ONO 

10PM ONLY $5 

A NIGHT OF PUNK ROCK AND ROLL 
TO GET YOUR NEW YEAR STARTED 
ON THE RIGHT FOOT... 


1/4 “SCHLITZ INDUSTRY 
NIGHT” 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 
$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 
$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 
0) «MOJITO MONDAYS” 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 
ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 
6 «TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED 
TUESDAYS” 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 
WITH A CAN OF TECATE 





BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%* MON-THU 4PM-2AM ~* FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
%& WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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w/ DJ Hawthorne & Ruben Mancias, 10 p.m., 
$10. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Boy 
Bar," 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stran- 
gelove: Vampire Ball,” w/ DJs Tomas Diablo, 
Sage, Owen, and Mz. Samantha, 9:30 p.m., 
$8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. 
“All of the Above,” w/ King Most, Freddy 
Anzures, Marky, First Friday of every month, 9 
p.m. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Throwback: 
A Tribute to ‘90s House Music,” w/ DJs 
Fredinho, Jayvi Velasco, Tyrel Williams, and 
Andrew Phelan, 9 p.m., free before 11:30 
p.m. with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Pezzner, 
Deron Delgado, Joey Alaniz, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Matthew 
Dekay, Mark Slee, Rachel Torro, 9:30 p.m., 
$12-$20. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Ra- 
ven,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Fedde 
Le Grand, Nick G, Philip Adrian, 9 p.m., $30 
advance. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Future 
Factory,” 10 p.m., $10-$15. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“We Are Monsters,” w/ Dirty Dave, Vin Sol, 
Solar, Jason Greer, Mozhgan, 10 p.m. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Cazzette, 
10 p.m., $15 advance. 


Boozeland 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 
CF od 


OPEN NOON » 2 AM 


7 DAYS A WEEK 
CAS 


510 LARKIN 


between turk & eddy 
the tenderloin 


CF © 
UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 
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HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ““Bass- 
town," w/ DJ Special Lord B, First Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco. Karl Denson’s Tiny Universe: Run DMC 
Remixed featuring Vokab Kompany & Amp 
Live, 9 p.m., $25. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. The 
Emergency Ensemble, First Friday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. 


Shee Sarkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


SUNDAY, 1/04 - 4PM - FREE 
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SATURDAY, 1/10 - 12PM 
$15 ADULTS/$5 KIDS 


SATURDAY, 1/10 - 9PM - $7 


eoeceer eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eeeee 


SATURDAY, 1/17 - 9PM - $10 


eeceeeeee eee eee see eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee He HHO ee 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 


Don Prell’s SeaBop Ensemble, First Friday 
of every month, 5:30 p.m., $10 suggested 
donation per adult. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. 
John Kalleen Group, First Friday of every 
month, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco. Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco. Conscious Contact, First Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Wrapped 
in Plastic, First Friday of every month, 9 
p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 


MONARCH Nw 4S 2015: 
CLICK CLICK (BERLIN), 
THE LOVEMAKERS (LIVE) 
& MANY MORE 

W/ DJ M3, RICHIE PANIC,COREY SIZEMORE, 
SHINY OBJECTS, LISBONA, PAPA LU, 
MOZHGAN, TASHO, COLE, ALVARO 


MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 


MIO) NTN Ol nada sts) = NE SY 
FRESH AS A DAISY 
NEW YEARS DAY 2015 
DJ THREE, JENO & MANY MORE W/ JONAH 
SHARP, ANTHONY MANSFIELD, DAVI A 


MONARCH AND DEEP BLUE PRESENT: 


AMAZING HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30P - &:30P 


$1 PINTS THUR & FRIDAY 5:30P - 8:30P 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 
CHECK SITE FOR CLUB HOURS 


MONARCHSF.COM 
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9 p.m., $10. 


Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 


8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 
10 p.m., $5. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San 
Francisco. Cuban Night with Fito Reinoso, 
7:30 & 9:15 p.m., $15-$18. 


REGGAE 


Gestalt Haus: 3159 16th St., San Francisco. 
“Music Like Dirt,” 7:30 p.m., free. 


THE WARFIELD 


VISAS SSS 


SPANDAU BALLET 
JANUARY 23 


SEETHER 
PAPA ROACH 
KYNG 
ISLANDER 


FEBRUARY 5 


G-EAZY 
KEHLANI 
JAY ANT 


FEBRUARY 6 


CRAIG FERGUSON 
FEBRUARY 20 


BO BURNHAM 
FEBRUARY 2/7 


TAKING BACK SUNDAY 


LETLIVE. 
THE MENZINGERS 


MARCH 1 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
: WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM: 


THE REGENCY BALLROOM 


AAA Basadsadaadaaaadadaddaas 


ANTHONY GREEN 
| CAN MAKE A MESS 


AARON WEST AND 
THE ROARING TWENTIES 


ELDER BROTHER 
JANUARY 14 


={o} 5 {cj =e) U- 
LOOKAS 


JANUARY 30 


JON ANDERSON 
JANUARY 31 


RUPAUL’S DRAG RACE 
HOSTED BY MICHELLE VISAGE 


FEBRUARY 7 


Relcile 
DJ RHETORIK 
MICHAEL CHRISTMAS 


FEBRUARY 11 


SOUND REMEDY 
FEBRUARY 13 


SN 
REEL BIG FISH 
AUTHORITY ZERO 

FEBRUARY 17 


ai 151-1C) 1) [on 4-7 VB Cole) Meco) | 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 
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SM ALEd) Get tickets at QYS.com 


GOLDENVOICE.COM 
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WED, JAN 14 
RUSTIE 








FRI JAN 16 & SAT, JAN 17 
TWO NIGHTS! 


THE NEW DEAL! 





WED, FEB 4 
40 OZ TO FREEDOM TOUR 


BADTISHL A TRIBUTE 
TO SUBLIME 
ITH SPECIAL GUESTS PHIL AND THE BLANK 
FEATURING BUD GAUGH OF SUBLIME & SHRUB 


THU, FEB 5 
MURDER BY DEATH 


FRI, FEB 6 
TUMBLEWEE 
WANDERER 

AL: 

SAT, FEB 7 

Lisi ea 5ehe7 4) 

MANIC FOCUS 

SUM, FEB 8 


TRIBUTE TO BOB MARLEY 
75TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION TOUR 
MIGHTY DS 


FRI, JAN 23 
THE COUP 


SAT, JAN 24 
LIVE 105 PRESENTS 


WATERS 
HOT FLASH HEAT WAVE 


MON, JAN 26 
BROOKE FRASER 


TUE, JAN 27 


THE VASELINES 
LOCH LOMOND 


THU, JAN 29 & SAT, JAN 31 
TWO NIGHTS! 

THE WAILERS 
PERFORM "EXODUS" (THU) 
PERFORM ‘SURVIVAL’ (SAT) 


O28 GYWYSADEEO FT. A 
8 1+) es 
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BLUES SATURDAY 1/3 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. ROCK 
Lucky Peterson, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lisa 


Kindred, First Friday of every month, 4 p.m. 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The 
Yellow Dress, Diners, Shaggy Sample, Try 
the Pie, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. 
The Go-Going-Gone Girls, The Wastedeads, 
TV.Static, 9 p.m., $8. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. 
Vesper Sails, San Marcos, Waves of Silver, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Fran- 
cisco. Keli Raven, Trez Maschine, OverGrown, 
9:30 p.m., $18-$20. 


SOUL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Jon 
B, 8 & 10 p.m., $30-$40. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Oldies Night,” w/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost 
Cat, friends, First Friday of every month, 
10 p.m., $5. 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


init 


RING IN THE NEW YEAR ALL OVER AGAIN... 
ONLY THIS TIME, DO IT RIGHT! | 


- 


_ 
Bocysie 


LOUNGE: 


DAMN GINA! 


DJ FOX & KOOL KARLO 


MIDNIGHT COUNTDOWN 
& BALLOON DROP! 


FROM BOOTIE NYC: 


LOBSTERDUST 


11PM: BURLESQUE SHOW 
HUBBA HUBBA 


ABOVE: 


LAS BAYGAS 
REVUE ous: AJAX & LORENZO 


ALSO IN THE MAIN ROOM: DAZZLE ROOM: 


DRTYBICH 
wry yp D Js: MS, JACKSON 


& RILEY PATRICK 


SATURDAY JANUARY 3 
, 


375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF - 21+ w/ ID 
SPN-AFTERHOURS : $10 BEFORE OPM - BOOTIESF.COM 
SOP THE LINE! $15 ADWANCE TIX @ DNALOUVGE.COM 
FREE BOOTIE MASHUP CDs TD THE FIRST 080 PEOPLE! 
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The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. 
Paperplanes, 9:30 p.m., free. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1Ith St., San Francisco. 
Lancelot, Dan Sieg, Adrian Alexander, 9:30 
p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., San Francisco. DJ Brian 
Kent, 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Leisure,” 
w/ DJs Aaron & Omar, First Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $8. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco. 
“Bootie S.F.,"" w/ A+D, DJ Tripp, DJ Fox, Kool 
Karlo, Lucio K, DJ Ajax, Rockit, Turnstylz, 
more, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Ele- 
ments of House,” W/ Ruben Mancias, David 
Harness, Patrick Wilson, Brian Salazar, Roger 
Moorehouse, Sal Negro, Rahiem Jihad, Taj 
Turner, 10 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Direct to 
Earth,” w/ N'conduit, Patrick Gil, Mossmoss, 
more, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco. “The Prince & Michael Experience,” 
w/ DJ Dave Paul, First Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Deep 
Blue,” w/ tINI, Rooz, Bo, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Ra- 
ven," w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Blast- 
erjaxx, Andy P, Whitlock, D-Bryk, 9 p.m., 
$30 advance. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “Phoria,” w/ 
Will Atkinson, Jonny Atom, Dmitri Reign, 9 
p.m., $10 advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Go 
Bang!,"’ w/ DJs Steve Fabus, Sergio Fedasz, 
and Prince Eddie P, 9 p.m., $10 (free before 
10 p.m.). 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Temple 
Saturdays with Fergie DJ, DJ Fabian, 10 
p.m., $15-$20. 


HIP-HOP 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco. Karl Denson’s Tiny Universe: Run DMC 
Remixed featuring Vokab Kompany & Amp 
Live, 9 p.m., $25. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “N.E.W.: 
Never Ending Weekend,” w/ DJ Jerry Ross, 
First Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., free 
before 11 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Golden 
Era," w/ Ren the Vinyl Archaeologist, First 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5 (free 
before 11 p.m.). 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. 
Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, 
Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Six Mile Station, Kountry Kittens Burlesque, 
Tyler Lloyd Emery, Girlbrains, 9:30 p.m., 
$12. 
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The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. “New- 
grass and Tried & Truegrass,” w/ Windy Hill, 
The Grateful Bluegrass Boys, Rusty String- 
field, The Neckbeard Boys, 8:30 p.m., $12-$15. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
“Americana Jukebox,” First Saturday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. 
Tribute to Smith Dobson IV, w/ Gail Dob- 
son, Paul Cantos, Eddie Mendenhall, Jeff 
Chambers, and Vince Lateano, 8 p.m., $10 
suggested donation per adult. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco. Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco. The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. 
“Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 
10 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool 
Kyle, 10 p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Global Beats,” 
w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, Bembe, Cecil, and 
J-Boogie, 9 p.m., free before 11 p.m. with 
RSVP. 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY 1/1 


Maceo Parker: 7:30 p.m., $15-$30. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 1/2 


The Bayonets: w/ The Bonnie Hayes Band, 9 
p.m., $25. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Maceo Parker: 7:30 p.m., $25-$50. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

New Esterhazy Quartet: A Flight of Fugues: 
8 p.m., $20. Hillside Club, 2286 Cedar, 
Berkeley. 

San Francisco Chamber Orchestra: The 
Classics: 8 p.m., free. Calvary Presbyterian 
Church, 2515 Fillmore, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 1/3 
Great American Times 3: A Western Winter 
Formal: w/ The Easy Leaves, The Better 
Haves, Sam Doores, DJ Golden Gram, 8 
p.m., $15. Great American Music Hall, 859 


REGGAE 


Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. The Holdup, 
880 South, Wheeland Brothers, 9 p.m., $16. 


New Year’s Eve with 


ERIC BENET 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Hot Tuna: Acoustic duo featuring Jorma 
Kaukonen and Jack Casady; Joe Purdy 
opens, 9 p.m., $28.50-$40.50 advance. 
The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Maceo Parker: 7:30 p.m., $25-$50. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

New Esterhazy Quartet: A Flight of Fugues: 
4 p.m., $10-$25. St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 
1111 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: Fifth 
Annual Boar's Head Festival & Mid-Winter 
Gala: 8 p.m., $25-$50. Seventh Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, 1329 Seventh Ave., 
San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 1/6 


Aesop Rock with Rob Sonic: w/ Homeboy 
Sandman, 8 p.m., $22.50-$32.50 advance. 
The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Julia Bullock with Renate Rohlfing: 7:30 
p.m., $40. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, 
San Francisco. 





BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
Lucky Peterson, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 


-CHRISETTE 
Nite lae2 


AW Rotel ofo fo tate) 01010 
1330 Fillmore St. SE 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT 





Aesop Rock 
performs with Rob 
Sonic Tuesday, Jan. 
6 at The Fillmore. 


“_ ” 


wh 
> 
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— 


Francisco. R.L. Boyce, Chris Cobb Band, 9 
p.m., $6-$10. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The 
Jukes, First Saturday of every month, 4 B, 8 &10 p.m., $30-$40. 


p.m.; Daniel Castro, First Saturday of every —_ Ej Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Satur- 
month, 9:30 p.m. »> 


SOUL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Jon 


te tee pe ns ee 


BOBBY HUTCHERSON 
QUARTET 
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ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANGE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31. 9PM 


910 ADV./520 DOOR 


HELLA SAUCEY 


hd <4 0] be) 
with DJ ANDRE (switen), 
LADY FINGAZ (ci FEMME:DEADLY. VENOMS), 


dJIBBZ 
PLUS BURLESQUE &G0 GO-DANCERS 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 1 


OPEN 5 PM-2 AM 


FRIDAY, JANUABY 9 T0PM = $5 
BASSTOWN 
WITH Dds 
SPECIAL: LORD B, B-LOVE, 
REID RICHARDS 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 3°10PM - $10 
SPINNING'G0S SOUL 458 


SATURDAY NICHT 
SOUL PARTY 


WITH-DJS 
LUCKY, PAUL PAUL, Ano 
PHENGREN OSWALD 


SUNDAY; JANUARY 4 9PM 
FREE BEFORE, 9:30 /S6. AFTER 


DUB._MISSION 
PRESENTS THE. BEST-IN DUB, 
ROOTS REGGAE & DANCEHALL WITH 
DJ SEP 


iw MANEESH THE TWISTER 
(SURYA DUB/KPFA) 


MONDAY, JANUARY.5.9PM - $6 
ELBOROOM-PRESENTS 


MOSAICS 
NURSERIES, JET TRASH 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 
CLOSED’ TODAY 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 69:30PM - $5 
HIP HOP-FUNK.ELEGTRO SWING 
MSK.FM LIVE 
FEATURING 
LEANDRO' JOAQUIM (BRAZIL) 
W/-DRUMS,.KEYS, HORNS: AND MCS 


FRIDAY, JANUARY.9-9:30PM - $15 
HIP-HOP. FORGHANGE PRESENTS 


PEP LOVE (HIEROGLYPHICS) 


KHAFRE JAY, HAZEL ROSE, 
GOLDEN AGE; MALIK DIAMOND 
AND.DJ KEVVY KEV 


UPCOMING HOW S 


SAT 1/10. TORMENTA TROPIGAL 
SUN 1/11 DUB-MISSION: DJ SEP 
MON 1/12 BODYSHOGK: HUMAN TRAFFIC 
TUE 1/13 BOMBSHELL BETTY 
WED 1/14 COMMUNE: MAUS HAUS 


































Ald, DECEMBER 31, 2014 - JANUARY 7, 


2015 


LIVE ule J, NIGHTS A WEEK 


“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 


4PM ‘til 8PM 
$4 WELLS/S4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 31 $45 ADV 





(of New Orleans) 


**Going from 8:30pm ‘til 2:45am+** 
THURSDAY JANUARY 1 $7 ADV 


with (+ special guests) 
FRIDAY JANUARY 2 $18 ADV | 
r iSk 
| 
& t 
SATURDAY JANUARY 3 $10 ADV 


+ (opens) 
*FREE BEFORE 9PM* 
SUNDAY JANUARY 4 FREE 


* FREE Party!* 
MONDAY JANUARY 5 FREE 
| Si | ) 


~**"freaee Show!?** 
TUESDAY JANUARY 6 FREE 
IK | 


FREE SHOW!! 
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 7 $5 ADV 


(*1st Wednesdays of Every Month*) 
+ EO GIG 


FRIDAY JANUARY 9 $20 ADV 
| 


| 
(*David Bowie Worship Band*) 
@ THE CHAPEL (Valencia St) 


JANUARY 15th & 16th 
Boom Boom Room Presents: 
New Orleans Superstar 


[ANDREWS 22 


with special guests *CANDELARIA* 
*TICKETS SOLD IN ADVANCE* 
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day Night Soul Party,’’ w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren 
Oswald, and Paul Paul, First Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $10 ($5 in formal attire). 


SUNDAY 1/4 


ROCK 


Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. 
Supernaut, Sludgebucket, lon High, 8 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big 
Top," 9 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘‘Dub 
Mission," w/ DJ Sep & Maneesh the Twister, 


DRINKS ¢ FOOD * MUSIC 
i 2/3! 9PM $47 ADV / $53 DOOR / 


SAT I/10 8PM ra ADV / $20 DOOR 


/RECKLESSINVEGAS)) | 


FRII/IG 8PM $22 ADV / $25 DOOR 


GRAMMY WINNE Mit! 
‘KE STUBBLEFIELD & FRIENDS 
SAT I/I7 8PM $60 ADV / $150 DOOR 
MAVIS $ fg a 

“BENEFIT 

WED 1/21 7PM S15 ADV/SI7 DOOR 
THEACTION HEROES = 
THUR 1/22 7PM Si2ADV/SI5 DOOR 
THE OVER- COMMITENTS 


FRI 1/23 8PM $22 ADV /$25 DOOR 
STAN RIDGWAY (waLt oF voonoo) 
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9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. Stamina,’ w/ 
DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” 
Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce," 10 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Gigante,” 
8 p.m., free. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘Monkey 
Business,” w/ The Shatmonkey, 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. 


PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 1995! 


NYE-EARL THOMAS 


WED, DEC. 31- 8PM & TIPM - $60 


LUCKY PETERSON 
W/ TAMARA PETERSON 


THU, JAN. 1+ 7:30PM & 9:30PM - $24 
FRI, JAN. 2+ 7:30PM & IOPM - $24 
SAT, JAN. 3+ 7:30PM & IOPM - $24 
SUN, JAN. 4 - 7PM & 9PM - $20 


1/8 » KEVIN RUSSELL BAND 
1/9 - TIA CARROLL 

1/10 » SONNY RHODES 
11/11 - TERRIE ODABI 


BOX OFFICE: 401 MASON. ST 


(415).292.2583 


ANDBLUES.COM 





Traditional Irish Session, 6 p.m. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
Seisiuin, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Hot 
Baked Goods, First Sunday of every month, 6 
p.m., free; Kally Price Old Blues & Jazz Band, 
The Dixie Giants, 8 p.m., $7-$10. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. 
Avotcja & Modupue, 4:30 p.m., $10 suggested 
donation per adult. 

Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Bay 
Area Composer's Big Band, 6:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco. Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 


$8 MEZZANINE 
THU JANUARY 1 - 2PM 


SUNSET 


NEW YEAR'S DAY DANCE PARTY 


FRI JANUARY 16 - 9PM 
COLD WAR KIDS 


SAT JANUARY 28. SPM 
ANIFE PARTY 


T, Dee! —~ 


FRI JANUARY 30 - 9PM 
SAGE FRANCIS 


_ 


SAT JANUARY 31- 9PIVi 


ALVIN RISK 


))) POOLSIDE 01 SET 

10> PRINCESS purrs punpce ean 
|) BREAKBOT 

\”) GORGON CITY 

>>> KINDNESS 

1025 QUANTIC BLOCKHEAD 

00> LILLY WOOD AND THE PRICK 
> ANA TUOUX 


METZ ANINES?.COM 1 415.675.4880 | 214 
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7:30 p.m., free. 
The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. 
“Hot Bachata Nights,” w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 
p.m., $10 ($20 with dance lessons). 

Cana Cuban Parlor & Cafe: 500 Florida, San 
Francisco. “La Havana,” 4 p.m. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum: 736 Mission, 
San Francisco. Klezmer Brunch with the the 
Yiddish Art Trio, 11 a.m., free with museum 
admission. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
Lucky Peterson, 7 & 9 p.m., $24. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues 


saics, The Nurseries, Jet Trash, 9 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. “Death 
Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe 
Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco. ““M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),"" w/ 
DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., 
free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ 
DJs Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The 
Alabama Bowties, First Monday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. 
Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 


Power, 4 p.m. Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. 
Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues “Acoustic Bistro,” 7 p.m., free. 
Pete Lee Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m. 


KELLY MCFARLING — JAZZ 


With Farallons and Luz Elena Mendoza, 9 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 6, at Amnesia. $7-$10, amnesiathebar.com Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 


Between her viscerally emotional lyricism and breath-stoppingly strong voice, S.F. singer-songwriter/banjo- and gui- me Riptide: ebb naraval: =n preclsee: Francisco. Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod 
tar-player Kelly McFarling is one of those artists who, every time she performs, leaves at least a few audience members Hillbilly Hootenanny West Side Revue, First Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 
scratching their heads and whispering, “Why isn’t she famous yet?” Backed by bass, drums, and an ear-candy pedal steel gui- Sunday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz 


tar, she'll kickstart the dancefloor with odes to open bottles, bright futures, and the sticky Atlanta summer nights of her Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

youth, then tease more depth and soul out a bluegrassy Whitney Houston cover than you maybe thought was possible. On MONDAY 1 / 5 Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Fran- 
this, the first concert of her monthlong Tuesday night residency at Amnesia, McFarling is joined by the beachy harmonies of cisco. ‘The Monday Make-Out,” w/ Darren 
Farallons and Y La Bamba’s Luz Elena Mendoza, a powerful folk voice in her own right; charisma will be in no short supply. ROCK Johnston's Standard Candles, Frank Rosaly, 


Emma Silvers ; Quartet #1, 8 p.m., free. 
Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Mo- 


Wed, Dec 31 


CON FUNK SHUN 


NYE THROWDOWN 


Fri-Sun, Jan 2-4 Mon, Jan 12 - Hangin’ With Mr. Cooper 


An Intimate Evening w/ 
JEFFREY OSBORNE FEAT HIS JAZZ QUARTET MARK CURRY 


SISTERS OF SOUL V JAMES DURBIN BAND 


6 DAYS ONLY! 
= DEC. 20311 4p 
w/ Ryan Nicole, DJ Pam the Funkstress & Lauren Cameron 
Fri, Jan 16 


TA 
os " 
- 
Oe) a paras 
A — Wed, Jan 7 - American Classics Top 40 smooth jazz saxophonist 


Ds ELLIS EUGE GROOVE 
Pt ° @ LOS CENZONTLES onten 
——— PABLO CRUISE 


Legendary East Bay R&B hit-makers Sun, Jan 18 


TOWER OF POWER MARTIN LUTHER 


Wed-Thu, Jan 21-22 Fri-Sat, Jan 30-31 


valid on LELO, We-Vibe, L SERGIO MENDES CHANTE MOORE 


I Scott titles, or gift cards. See 4 Tue-Wed, Jan 27-28 Tue-Wed, Feb 10-11 


“mhéwaieane BILL FRISELL RUFUS WAINWRIGHT 


, 5 jean 168 BEACON STREET BLDG B, SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 


MON - SUN: 10AM - 8PM. PHONE: (650) 827-3946 All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. (ibse 
WWW.THEGALLERI.COM SO) NE P-NO@u me £0) =] an £)-) 1 bode] MOM a LOhomme-We 2 U0'/- U8 mad) 


7 MADNESS 5ALE 


WE'RE BLOWIN’ OUT OUR INVENTORy 


$5 pvps @& | ¢ 


ONCE A YEAR ONLY 


100's @ 50% oF F, ) 1 2.5%OFF 


3) ay OOO y ) ANY SINGLE ITEM 
WITH THIS COUPON! 
1000's OF ADULT , | 7 apne aati oa = 
y ali roug on 
DVDS ON SALE > aN any regularly priced in-stock 
é le item. Cannot be combined 
with other discounts. Not 


sexe layground 
e- Digital P j 
yesse Jan 
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Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. Carol Doda, 
Dick Winn, and Friends, First Monday of every 
month, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Fran- 
cisco. SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons 
by Evan Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four weeks. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. 
“Skylarking,” w/ I&l Vibration, 10 p.m., 
free. 


7. BST ofofo tate) 01 010) 
1330 Fillmore St. SF 


f iy iG, 


@ THEADDITIONSF 
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BLUES 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. ‘Fried 
Chicken & Blues,” 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The 
Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 1/6 


ROCK 


Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. 
Gentleman Surfer, Jerkagram, Surplus 1980, 
8:30 p.m., $7. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 


INTERNATIONAL PARTY 


) 
NIPIT ' / I rec? ay & 
|] 


NE aN 


A NIGHT TO REMEMBER 


+ 
xf 


Pac 093 


aiipe 


Lumpia 
al MI f +n tit 
All re reaTure 


il pit ) 


sound & lighting 
Midnipht Balloon Drop & 


TREE Champagne loas! 


WED. DEC. 315" 


Spm-4am / 21+ 
www.puraclub.com 
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Sir Lord Von Raven, Musk, Pre-Legendary, 
DJ Medium Rare, 9:30 p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & 
guests, 10 p.m., $2. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ““Sound- 
pieces,” 10 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ 
DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Shelter,” 10 p.m., free. 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


-leleys| ee 
NYE 2015 SH!T SHOW 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 


(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


INCANTATION 
W/ FUNERUS 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


THE FRAIL 
W/ | AM ANIMAL 


THE CRIMINALS 
W/ GREAT APRES, 
AND GUEST DJ 

JELLO BIAFRA 


VEIL OF MAYA & 


UPON A BURNING =e] >) 
W/ VOLUME 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


UN de Se 
WWE Tas fei 


fe }-) 5 QUARTZ 
mT SPECIAL GUESTS 


SKETCHFEST SF PRESENTS: 
POINT BREAK LIVE! 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


FELIX MARTIN 


& BARISHI 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


JOHN 5S 

& THE CREATURES 
W/ WITH OUR ARMS TO THE SUN, 
STATE LINE EMPIRE 


10 YEARS 

W/ OTHERWISE, 

su t|-me)me)-ilelll-g-ye) \-# 
LUMINOTH 


I THE BREATHER 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


PIG DESTROYER 
W/ GHOUL, ACXDC, 
DESPISE YOU 


HUBBA HUBBA REVUE PRESENTS: 
MONDAY NIGHT HUBBA 
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ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Kelly 
McFarling, Farallons, Luz Elena Mendoza, 
9 p.m., $7. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. 
Songwriters in Residence: lith Avenue 
Records, w/ Wesley Woo, Tommy P., and 
more, 7 p.m. Starts . continues through Jan. 
27. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. 
Shaun David, Frankie Bourne, Anthony Presti, 
8 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
Seisidin, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Tommy Igoe Groove Conspiracy, 8 p.m., 
$22. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. 
Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., 
free. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. 
Chris Amberger, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco. Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. 
“Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 
9 p.m., $10-$12. 


SICQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


&xpeuls in 
Juxedo- Rentals 
bidsinietl 


2366 Weston ST. 


(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
415.824.7729 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 





Karl Denson’s Tiny 
Universe plays 

The Independent 
Saturday, Jan. 3. 






INTERNATIONAL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Danilo y Universal, in the Living Room lounge, 
6 p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Underground 
Nomads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, 
and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. 
“Echale Mas Salsa," 9 p.m., free. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. ‘‘Bless 
Up,” w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 


BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Fran- 
cisco. Sweaty Blues & Funk Rock Jam, 8 
p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. 
Amos Duo, 5:30 p.m.; Lisa Kindred, First 
Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & friends, 9:30 
p.m., free. 


Fisherman's Wharf 


De iT 
Lb DUAL, J 
Wednesday, December 31st | 9:00PM - 1:00AM 
NEWRYEAR SFE WE 
SD JeREGGIE 
Thursday, January 1st | 8:30PM - 12:30AM 


NEWRVEARS EVIE 
JAMESMMICHAETLDAY, 
Friday, January 2nd | 8:30PM - 12:30AM 


ROBERTSHOLLYWOODNWENKINS 


Saturday, January 3rd | 8:30PM - 12:30AM 


KY MBERLYSIJACKSON 


Sunday, January 4th | 8:00PM - 12:00AM 


SUNDAYSJAZZENIGHHT; 
FEATSPRESTONSLURNER 
JAMES eat DAY; 


o we ae CSErce ic) IN M 
q KEY LIME 
rs MARGARITAS 


San Francisco, CA 


CHAMPAGNE 


LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY 


1S dette | Ge Prepcien, CA MC 
Tel (415) Se7- 2006 | www Goid eet os 
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THE GOLD CLUB SAN FRANCISCO 
Seesul ¥ LUNA SF MIRZA-PARTY S YURSEL PRESENT 


~~ — 7 


-% 


-_ 


+ | he oe | —_— 
+ 7PM WED DED STST 2014 
MIDNIGHT COUNTDOWN * CHAMPAGNE TOAST A FAVORS « RESTAURANT OPEN LATE 
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ROUTINE MAINTENANCE 


By Dan Savage 


I've recently discovered that lam a panty sniffer. Though 
since Ima gay man, maybe I'ma briefs breather? Whatever. 
The smell gets me hard and gets me off. I discovered this 
when a fuck buddy left his shorts behind, and for the next 
few days jerked off sniffing his shorts. That brings me to 
the young millennial techie guys at my work. They are fuck- 
ing slobs, and they re always leaving their underwear and 
socks on the floor of the company's gym in our office. The 
janitor picks them up and puts them ina lost-and-found 
bin. I started checking the bin, and nothing was being re- 
moved. No one ever claimed their shorts. So I started taking 
a pair every now and then. At home, I fantasize about who 
they belong to, and when I'm done with them, Ijust toss 
them. First question: Am I stealing? Iassume the guys ar- 
ent missing them, since they've been in the bin for a week or 
more and I haven't seen notes or anything in the locker room 
about lost underwear. Second (and more important) ques- 
tion: Have I become one of those perverted panty sniffers 
from those old Chester the Molester comics? 

Singleton Now Inhaling Funky Funk 


First answer: technically, yes. But a case could be made 
that you're reusing and recycling. If there were a Green 
Building Certification program for kinks, SNIFF, yours 
would qualify. 

Second answer: Chester the Molester was a com- 
ic strip about a guy, Chester, “who was interested 
in sexually molesting women and prepubescent 
girls,” says my old friend Wikipedia. This vile comic 
strip, which ran in Hustler (of course), made child 
rape look like harmless and hilarious fun. Dwaine 
Tinsley, the creator of the strip, wound up going to 
prison for molesting his daughter — I’m guessing 
she would argue that child rape was neither harm- 
less nor hilarious. 

Since you are not interested in prepubescent 
boys, SNIFF, I don’t think you're a pervert in the 
Chester the Molester mold. But a case could be 
made that your actions have a whiff of the noncon- 
sensual about them — your coworkers would most 
likely object to how you're reusing and recycling 
their abandoned underpants — and you should 
probably knock it off. There are plenty of guys sell- 
ing their used underwear and jocks online, from 
college athletes to porn stars, and if you work at a 
place with a private gym, SNIFF, you can presum- 
ably afford to buy a few pairs. 


What is your stance on maintenance sex? Id never thought 
about the issue until reading Amy Poehler’s new memoir. I 
didn't find anything she said controversial, and was sur- 
prised when this quote blew up in the feminist blogosphere: 
“You have to have sex with your husband occasionally, even 
though you're exhausted. Sorry.” Id never realized many 
people firmly believe one should have sex with their partner 
only when they are in the mood! Some articles even made it 
sound like maintenance sex is a form of nonconsensual sex. I 
have sex with my husband pretty often when I'm notin the 
mood. He would prefer sex every day, and Im more of an ev- 
ery-other-day or twice-a-week girl. Id say about 25 percent 
of the time we are having sex, I am doing it for maintenance 
purposes. I always enjoy it and I get off the majority of the 
time, but I don’t always go in wanting it or needing it. Is this 
wrong?Am I not the feminist I thought I was? 
Maintenance Sex Supporter 


I'm pro maintenance sex, MSS. 

Sometimes I sex my husband when I’m not feel- 
ing it; sometimes he sexes me when he’s not feeling 
it. We take care of each other. But maintenance 
sex is not the same thing as enthusiastic sex. The 
person asking for maintenance sex — the horny 
partner who’s being indulged/milked/sexed by the 
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non-horny partner — shouldn't expect mind-blow- 
ing, toe-curling, sheet-shredding sex. Maintenance 
sex is mellow sex, it’s low-impact and low-stress, 
it’s sex that requires minimal effort, and it’s likely 
to be non-penetrative sex — and gratitude is the 
only appropriate response. 

Another important note: Being pro mainte- 
nance sex doesn’t obligate a person to have sex 
whenever their partner wants it. Proponents and 
practitioners of maintenance sex still get to say no. 
There’s a difference between indulging your partner 
when you're not feeling it — when you could take 
it or leave it — and forcing yourself to have sex (or 
being guilted/pressured/forced) when you're too 
exhausted, too sick, or too angry for sex. 

And as you've discovered, MSS, and I can also 
attest, sometimes you go into sex “not wanting or 
needing it” and then you start to enjoy it, too, i.e., 
not in the mood when you started but definitely 
in the mood before you finished. Those are the 
times when mellow, low-impact, low-stress main- 
tenance sex turns into mind-blowing, toe-curling, 
sheet-shredding sex. I would hate to think of how 
much great sex I would’ve missed if my feminist 
principles didn’t allow for maintenance sex. 


Vanilla straight guy here. As a fellow Washingtonian, I feel 
proud to live ina state that was among the first to legalize 
marriage equality by a popular majority vote of the peo- 
ple. Iavidly follow the NFL and eat fried bologna sand- 
wiches and do lots of other manly things. However, I have 
always loved musical theater. Whenever I go to New York, 
Thave to see at least two or three big shows. My question: 
Is it socially acceptable for me to good-naturedly say, “I’m 
totally gay for musical theater’? Oris it a slur that I 
shouldn't say, no matter how playful or well-intended? 
The Cautious Joker 


When someone says, “That’s so gay,’ but means, 
“That’s so stupid,” they’re being homophobic. Obvi- 
ously. But a straight guy who says he’s gay for musicals 
isn’t saying he’s stupid for them, TCJ, he’s saying, “I 
love something that many gay men are passionate 
about — and I’m not talking about cock.” Not all gay 
men are passionate about musical theater, of course, 
just as not all straight men are into football. But aman 
with a passion for musical theater is likelier to be gay; 
if not, he'll at least be comfortable around gay people. 
I’ve heard gay guys who avidly follow the NFL describe 
themselves as straight for football. Likewise, a man 
with a passion for football is likelier to be straight. 

You saying, “I’m gay for musical theater,” or a gay 
guy saying, “I’m straight for football,” amounts to 
a humorous acknowledgment that the majority of 
people interested in musicals or football are gay or 
straight, respectively. In neither case is it an insult 
or a put-down. But while I think you can continue to 
say that you're gay for musicals, TCJ, some gay men 
(or some of our more annoying “allies”) may take 
offense. You don’t have to pay attention to those 
people — they’re just gay for taking offense. 


I’m a vegetarian who's married to a meat eater, and I 
thought the compromise you suggested to a vegetarian 
wondering how to make it work with a meat eater — “The 
meat eater agrees to keep a meat-free home; the vegetar- 
ian agrees to keep a Morrissey-free home” — wasn't that 
helpful. But you were probably kidding, right? Here's the 
correct answer: The meat eater agrees to allow the vege- 
tarian to be vegetarian (no pressure to eat meat, using 
vegetable stock when cooking at home); the vegetarian 
agrees to allow the meat eater to eat meat (no bitching 
about meat in the fridge or on their plate). Thanks for the 
otherwise great column! 


Very Enthusiastically GGG 
Thanks for sharing, VEGGG. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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PAMPERED OASIS 
Surrender to bliss, simply receive & be 
nurtured. Sweet Accommodating Busty 
Curvy Playmate. | Enjoy Catering To 
Mature Gentlemen. All My Sessions Are 
Tailored To Fit Your Needs Private Oakland 
Incall. Close To Lake Merritt! Call To Book 
The Experience You'll Cherish, 
Angela (510) 677-2388 


See who's online now! 





CLASSY SENSUAL ASIAN SWEETHEART 
READY TO SPOIL YOU! 
Independent professional massage 
therapist ready to give the Elite Deserving 
Gentlemen a relaxing sensual pampering. 
Private Oakland Incall close to Lake Merritt. 
Call Halle at 707-701-1807 





Club Voice M.A.L.E. 
(Ultra M4M Chat) 
1-206-876-6669 
L.D. rate apply 18+ 


SWEET & PETITE 
For a Great Massage, 
Call Ally at 650-630-3815 





Call the VIP Club 
(America’s HOTTEST talkline) 
1-869-662-4422 


Int. LD rates apply 18+ 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 
| like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. 
Maybe you would too? Available days & 
evenings. 12 Noon-12 Midnight. Incall/ 
Outcall CALL: 415-435-7526 


Under New 
Management 
Tables, Showers 
& Private Rooms: 
Asian Massage 
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415-552-6800 9am-9pm 
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fore ion and stress-tree environment! | _W/BODY MASSAGE 
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“a Z MEDIBEADS THERAPY cK BLUE SKY HEALTH CENTER 
WRAPS : aa 
Private Room : | sonTOWELS ‘> i ua 
Free Steam & Shower CHROMO THERAPI 
ee GRAND @PENING pSO'SOUND,THERAPY 
"Body Massage $39 So, come and unwind! 
Pamper yourself! 
450B JONES ST (CROSS ST. O'FARRELL ST) 
10AM TO LATE 









¢ Pain Relief ® Relaxation 
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ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 


You get Exactly,60, minutes Awesome 
Full Body,Massage; Not45 or. 55 


GRAND OPENING 


spd ola ure Molelmelal(elUl-mmrelilem Colite 
Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage 


(VIP Room W/Shower) 
' NEW! FREE BACK WALK 


2505 Judah St./30th, SF 94122 


415-566-6666 


7 days 10-10 


EN (415)345-9793 
} da 2558 GEARY BLVD 


1347 DIVISADERO ST. BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 


(between Ellis St. & O’farrell St.) 
SF, CA 94115 — Call: (415) 359-9959 SE CA 94115 
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_6 Years Experience | 








CMT. Quality Asian Massage | 
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Sr Al Gameplay Engineer: KIXEYE, 

Inc. Software engineering for online 
gaming products focusing on artificial 
intelligence. Resume to: John Bailey, 
KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th Flr San 
Francisco, CA 94104 





Computer/IT: Rodan & Fields, LLC is 
seeking a Sr. net Dvplr for its San Fran- 
cisco, CA Ictn to act as the Technical 
Lead for Enterprise Services team (E.S.) 
for SOA based Architecture, Design & 
Dvlpt. Must have a Bach of Eng Deg 

or foreign deg equivit in Comp Sci or 
ritd fld + 5 yrs exp in rltd occptn of s/w 
dvp|Imnt in Microsoft Technologies, 

4 yrs exp in each of the following: 
design, analysis, & coding using C# & 
ASPNET; & design & dvlpmnt using 
SQL RDBMS & 3 yrs exp in each of the 
following: S/w dvlpmnt Experience 
using REST API; troubleshooting & 
maintenance of existing applctns in 
Production (Live Applctns); & Code Re- 
view Process. Send cover Itr & resume 
to Rodan & Fields, LLC, HR - Job # Sr. 
.net Developer, 60 Spear Street, Suite 
600, San Francisco, CA 94105. 





Manager, Software Engineering - Capital 
One Services II LLC in San Francisco, CA; 
Mult pos avail: Lead technical design, 
development, modification, and imple- 
mentation of computer applications 
using existing and emerging technology 
platforms with responsibility for overall 
delivery of software applications. 
Requires Master's degree or foreign 
equiv in CS/Engn/ClS/rel tech field & 2 
yrs exp in job offered or app dvplmt, OR 
Bachelor's or higher degree or foreign 
equiv in CS/Engg/ClS/rel tech field & 5 
yrs prog, post-bacc exp in job offered 

or app dvlpm. Must pass company’s 
assessment. To apply, visit www.capital- 
one.com/careers, then search keyword 
“Manager, Software Engineering’ or 
requisiton ID 769605. 





ENGINEER 

OneLogin, Inc. seeks Application 
Software Engineer - Responsible for 
developing Single SignOn software 
and Restful web services on ruby on 
rails server framework. Worksite: San 
Francisco, CA. Apply to: https://www. 
onelogin.com/jobs. 








Sr Operations Analyst - Yield (San 
Francisco, CA)_ - Perform valid & test of 
pricg &yield models to ensure adequa- 
cy & reformul models. Req Mast deg 
(or FDE) in Bus Admin, Fin, Strategy, or 
cl rel fld & 3yrs of exp in job offrd ora 
rel. Exp must incl 1yr bus analysis exp 
in digital adv; lyr exp wrkg in a matrix 
org interactg w/internal & external 
clients & makg mrkt strategy & pricg 
recommendatns; lyr of exp usg CRM 
systs, incl Dart, Salesforce, & AdTech; 
lyr of exp w/mrkt rsrch, data manip- 
ulatn & yield analysis; lyr of exp w/ 
projt mgmt in a digital ad corp; Must 
pass co's analytical review. Res to Molly 
Larson, AOL Advertising, Inc, 22000 
Pacific Blvd, Dulles, VA 20166. 

Please ref job ref# 322791. 





Sys Analyst - Supply Chain to analyze 
existing supply chain mgmt S/W, current 
tech specs, & new technologies to 
improve systems structure. Reqs: BS 
CompSci +3yrs exp as Sys Analyst/Sys 
Consultant. Exp must incl: serve as cus- 
tomer liaison; design & implement SCM 
systems; C#; ASP.net; Java; HTML; XML; 
& AJAX. Work site/interview: San Fran- 
cisco, CA. Mail resume to: G. Cheong, 
Sephora USA, 525 Market St 32nd Flr, 
San Francisco CA 94105. Principals Only. 
No calls please. EOE 


Greenhouse Worker & Truck Driver. 
Order prep. & drive 24’ boxtail. Req 
valid CA DL & clean record. Bayview. 
$12.50-$14 per hr. Plant experience 
a plus. Resume to: employment@ 
agreenplanet.com 





Staff Data Analyst: KIXEYE, Inc. 
Statistical data analysis for online and 
mobile gaming products. Resume to: 
John Bailey, KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th 
Flr., San Francisco, CA 94104 








Worship Director wtd to lead church 
choir & musicians for worship services. 
Resume: Rev. Park, The Good Methodist 
Church, 1011 Garfield St, San Francisco, 
CA 94132 





Greenhouse Worker & Truck Driver. 
Order prep. & drive 24’ boxtail. Req 
valid CA DL & clean record. Bayview. 
$12.50-$14 per hr. Plant experience 
a plus. Resume to: employment@ 
agreenplanet.com 


Business Intelligence Data Scientist: 
GREE, Int’l., Inc. Perform data analysis 
& devip statistical models for data 
mining. Resume to: Midori Takeda, 
GREE, 185 Berry St., Ste. 590, San 
Francisco, CA 94107. 





Senior PHP Engineer: KIXEYE, Inc. 
Software systems engineering for 


onlinem gaming products. Resume to : 


John Bailey, KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th 
Fir., San Francisco, CA 94104. 





COMPUTERS 

Technical Directors in San Francisco, 
CA. Desgn VFX animation, procedural 
& dynamic simulation, rigid body sim- 
ulation, and particle & fluid sys for use 
in feature film animation productions. 


Dvlp character rigs & animation setups. 


Reqs: Bachelor's + 3 yrs exp. Apply: 


Lucasfilm Entertainment Company Ltd. 


LLC, Attn: E. Wintner, Job ID# TD5, P.O. 
Box 6992, Burbank, CA 91510-6992. 


HOUSE CLEANERS 


Great opportunity for exp. 
independents! Determine your own 


hours and schedule. 
Up to $17/hr base 1 on % + tips. 
References & some English required. 
(415) 239-1111 








SULLIVAN 
PROPERTIES INC. 


West Maui's 
Affordable Condos 
1,2, 3 Bedroom Rentals 
1-800-332-1238 


www.MauiResorts.com 










SOUTH LAKE TAHOE 
CONDO 


at the base of Heavenly - Ski in/ 
out - Warm, cozy and close to 
everything. 2BR, 2 Bath, 1100 s/f, 
wifi, cable, 2 flat screens. Centrally 
located within 2 miles from the 
casinos and 1 mile from the lake. 
Community hot tub just steps 
away off the deck. Call Carolyn 
Carman at (916) 612-2172 for 
details or visit Best Tahoe Cabin 
Rentals | Ski Chalet Rental | Lake- 
house | South Shore Drive | South 
Lake Tahoe Holiday Rentals to 
view Sitzmark Condo. 
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EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

I like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. Maybe you would too? 
Available days & eveni ngs 

12noon-12midnight. Incall/Outcall 415-435-7526 





Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * Huge Body Jewelry Selection * 
* Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 





NOB HILL CAT CLINIC 
Free Exam for New Clients (415) 776-6122 
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SUMMER SPECIALS 
Free gift with every ID card purchase. 


OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 
Mon-Sat 10:30am-6:30pm 
77 McAllister St, Ste. 200, San Francisco 
(Market/Givic Bart Station, next to Bakery) 
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